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Sufi Poetry in Oriental Studies:
Italian Orientalist Giuseppe Scattolin As a model

Dr. Ahmed Hasan Anwar
Abstract:

The present study aims at the discovery and discussion about the
beginnings of the ‘Sufi poetry’ during the first two centuries of the
Hijra. Then it goes on describing the stages the Sufi poetry went
through and its partition in the following parts. The first is the period
before al-Hallaj (m.309H/ 922dC). We don’t find in this period a
complete Sufi ode or diwan. We find only some Sufi verses attributed
to some ascetics belonging to the first ascetic movement (zuhd).

In the second period, after al-Hallj, we find some Sufi poetry
and diwan which have been edited and published in a proper way in the
movement of orientalism.

After that we shall concentrate on the great effort done by the
Italian orientalist, Giuseppe Scattolin, in offering a critical edition of
the diwan of Ibn al-Farid and a study of his Sufi poetry. In the same
time we shall try to shed some light on the beginning, the growing
translations and studies in the West on the diwan of Ibn al-Farid. We
intend to place the effort of Giuseppe Scattolin in its place among all
those studies, trying to put in light the new results he has reached from
that point or view.

keywords:
Sufi poetry, Giuseppe Scattolin, Ibn al-Farid, Orientalism,
Sufism.
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- Giuseppe Scattolin, Modern western studies of Ibn al-Farid’s Diwan,

in MIDEO, Mélanges de I'Institut dominicain d'études orientales du
Caire, 30, 2014, p 229-266.

(22) Johan Fabricius, Specimen Arabicum, Rostock, Heirs of Johann Richel,
1638, 151.

@3 William Jones, Poeseos Asiaticae Commentarii, in Works, ed. Lord
Teignmouth, London, 1774 (Leipzig, 1777), vol. 1V, 174.

% Sjlvestre De Sacy, Chrestomathie arabe, Imprimerie Impériale, Paris,
1806, vol. 11, 143-174.

(%) Garangeret De Lagrange, Extraits du diwan du cheikh Omar ben
Faredh, in Anthologie arabe, Paris, 1828, 25-46.

%% Georg August Wallin, Carmen elegiacum Ibnu’l Faridi cum
commentario Abdu’l Ghany e duobus codicibus Londinensi et
Petropolitano in lucem edidit, Helingforsiae, Litteris Frenckellianis,
1850, pp. 22-23.

7 Joseph von Hammer-Purgstall, Das arabische hohe Lied der Liebe, das
ist Ibnol Faridh’s Taijet, in Text und Ubersetzung zum ersten Male,
Wien, Kaiserl. und Konigl. Hof-und-Staatdriickerei, 1854, pp. Xxxiv
(intr.), 1-70 (trans.and notes), 1-53 (Arabic text).
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%8) pietro Valerga, Il divano di 'Omar Ben-al Fare'd, tradotto e paragonato
col canzoniere del Petrarca, Firenze 1874.

@9 |gnazio Di Matteo, 1bn al-Farid. 1l gran poema mistico noto col nome
di At-Ta'iyyah al-kubra, polycopied autograph, Roma, 1917.

39 carlo Alfonso Nallino, 1l poema mistico di Ibn al-Farid in una recente
traduzione italiana, in La rivista degli studi orientali, Roma, VIII,
(1919-1920) 1-106. in Raccolta di scritti editi ed inediti, Istituto per
I'Oriente, Roma, 1940, vol.ll pp. 191-287; id., "Ancora su Ibn al-Farid
e la mistica musulmana” in La rivista degli studi orientali, Roma, VIII
(1919-1920) .501-562, also in Raccolta di scritti editi ed inediti, Istituto
per I'Oriente, Rome, 1940, vol.ll pp. 289-343.

G Reynold Alleyne Nicholson, The Odes of I1bn( 'I-Farid, in Studies in
Islamic Mysticism, Cambridge University Press, London, 1921, pp. 162-
265.

52 Emile Dermenghem, L'éloge du vin (al-khamriyya), poéme mystique
de ‘Omar Ibn al 'I-Farid, Paris, Les Editions Vega, 1931.

®3) Arthur John Arberry, The Mystical Poems of Ibn al-Farid, edited in
transcription from the oldest extant manuscript in the Chester Beatty
Collection, Chester Beatty Monographs No. 4, E. Walker, London, 1952;
id., The Poem of the Way, translated into English verse from the Arabic
of Ibn al-Farid, in Chester Beatty Monographs No. 5, London, Emery
Walker, 1952; id., The Mystical Poems of Ibn al-Farid, translated and
annotated, in Chester Beatty Monographs No. 6, Dublin, Emery Walker,
1956.
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®%) Louis Gardet, Expériences mystiques en terres non-chrétiennes,
Alsatia, Paris, 1953; id., L'experience du Soi, in collaboration with
Olivier Lacombe, Desclée de Brouwer, Paris 1981; id., Mistica, (in
collaboration with p. George Anawati), SEI, Torino, 1960

@) tssa J. Boullata, Toward a Biography of lbn al-Farid (576-632
AH/1181-1235 AD), in Arabica 28/1, 1981, 38-56.

@) Thomas Emil Homerin, From Arab poet to Muslim saint: Ibn al-Farid,
His Verse and His Shrine, University of South Carolina Press,
Columbia (South Carolina USA) 1994, (2nd ed. The American
University in Cairo Press, Cairo - New York, 2001).

38) Giuseppe Scattolin, More on Ibn al-Farid’s Biography, in MIDEO, 22,
1995, 197-242. This study deals with the biographical sources of the poet
throughout history.

39 Giuseppe Scattolin, Al-Farghani’s Commentary on Ibn al-Farid’s

Mystical Poem al-Ta’iyyat al-kubra, in MIDEO, Mélanges de I'Institut
dominicain d'études orientales du Caire, 21, 1993, 331-383. This is a
study on the most ancient and important commentary on Ibn al-Farid’s
great mystical Poem al-Ta’iyyat al-kubra.
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Giuseppe Scattolin, The Oldest Text of Ibn al-Farid’s Diwan. A
Manuscript of Yusufaga Kuttiphanesi of Konya, in MIDEO, Mélanges
de I'Institut dominicain d'études orientales du Caire, 24, 2000, 81-111.

Giuseppe Scattolin, Towards a Critical Edition of lbn al-Farid’s
Diwan, in Annales islamologiques (Ifao - Le Caire) 35 (2001), 503-547.

“9 Gjuseppe Scattolin, Modern Western Studies of 1bn Al-Farid’s Diwan,
p 258.
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“3) Giuseppe Scattolin, Modern Western Studies of 1bn Al-Farid’s Diwan,

p 259-260.

“4) Jean-Yves I’Hopital, ‘Umar Ibn al-Farid - Poémes mystiques; traduits
et commentés par Jean-Yves I’Hopital, Institut Francais du Proche-Orient

(IFPO), Damas, 2001.
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(“45) Renate Jacobi, Ibn al-Farid - Der Diwan - Mystische Poesie aus dem
13. Jahrhundert, Ubertsetz und herausgegeben, Berlin: Verlag der
Religionen, 2012.
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