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Abstract:

This study investigated the Latin massacre that took place in
the city of Constantinople, the capital of the Byzantine
Empire, in 578 AH/1182 AD, and highlighted its reflection
on the Islamic-Crusade struggle in the East. Moreover, the
study shed some light on the relationship between the
Byzantine Empire and the Latins until the death of Emperor
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Manuel Comnene in 576 AH/1180AD. It also examined the
reasons behind the Byzantines committing this massacre
against the Latins in Constantinople. Further, the study
mentioned the details of the massacre and the incidents which
took place throughout the Byzantine capital and its streets. It
also highlighted the reaction of the European West towards
what happened and the resulting rapprochement and
correspondence between the emperors of Byzantium and
Sultan Salah Al-Din Al-Ayyubi. Then, the researcher
discussed the impact of this massacre on the Muslim-
Crusader struggle. In addition, the researcher tackled the
position of Levant’s crusaders towards the Byzantine Empire.
Finally, the study highlighted the most important result of the
massacre, which 1s launching the Fourth Crusade by Western
Europe and the fall of Constantinople.

Keywords: (the Massacre, the Latins, Constantinople, the
Crusaders, the Fourth Crusade).
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