ran ) ey A g g

AL ae jala o a3l L2
Cuadi (e daals — QY A4S

Abstract
The Myth of Greek Gods Fleeing to Egypt

This research deals with the myth of Greek gods fleeing to
Egypt, during the attack of “Typhon” the monstrous giant, where
each of them hid in the form of an animal or a bird. The research
pursues to analyze this myth, its interpretation, and its implications;
it discusses the time of the myth’s emergence, as well as the relation
of Greek gods with ancient Egyptian gods, and the hypothesis of the
Egyptian origins of the “Typhon” myth and Greek Gods fleeing and
their transformation into animals, and the similarity between
“Typhon” and the Egyptian god, “Set”. Furthermore, through the
Greek mythical narratives, the study explores the Greeks’ insight into
Egypt as a refuge for them in times of stress. The researcher will rely
on analytical, comparative, and historical approaches.
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®_ Diod. Sic., 3.70.3-6.
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Romischen Mythologie (Leipzig: B.G. Teubner, 1897-1909), 1640, s.v. Giganten.
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“ Aegyptii autem sacerdotes et nonnulli dicunt poetae, cum
complures dei Aegypto conuenissent, repente peruenisse eodem
Typhona, acerrimum giganta et maxime deorum hostem. Quo timore
permotos in alias figuras se conuertisse; Mercurium factum esse
ibim, Apollinem autem, quae Threicia auis uocatur, Dianam aeluro
simulatam. Quibus de causis Aegyptios ea genera uiolari non sinere
demonstrant, quod deorum imagines dicantur. Eodem tempore Pana
dicunt in flumen se deiecisse et posteriorem partem corporis effigiem
piscis, alteram autem hirci fecisse et ita a Typhone profugisse.”®
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“ Pisces. Diognetus Erythraeus ait quodam tempore Venerem cum
Cupidine filio in Syriam ad flumen Euphraten uenisse. Eodem loco
repente Typhona, de quo supra diximus, adparuisse; Venerem autem
cum filio in flumen se proiecisse et ibi figuram piscium forma
mutasse: quo facto, periculo esse liberatos. Itaque postea Syros, qui
in his locis sunt proximi, destitisse pisces esitare, quod uereantur eos

capere, ne simili causa aut deorum praesidia inpugnare uideantur,
aut eos ipsos captare.”’
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“ emissumque ima de sede Typhoea terrae
caelitibus fecisse metum cunctosque dedisse
terga fugae, donec fessos Aegyptia tellus
ceperit et septem discretus in ostia Nilus.
huc quoque terrigenam venisse Typhoea narrat
et se mentitis superos celasse figuris;
“duxque gregis” dixit “fit luppiter: unde recurvis
nunc quoque formatus Libys est cum cornibus Ammon;
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Delius in corvo, proles Semeleia capro,
fele soror Phoebi, nivea Saturnia vacca,
pisce Venus latuit, Cyllenius ibidis alis.”*°
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“ quamuis antea et ipsi dii a Typhoei gigantis aspectu perterriti in
diuersa monstra et animalia transformati aufugissent.”*
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