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Abstract:

Treatment of the Plague in Sophocles, Thucydides, Lucretius,
and Vergil in the Stylistic Approach

The plague was an interesting and attractive topic for a number of
writers in different fields, prose or poetry, in order to express a specific
point of view, and each of them had his own distinctive style in order to
show this idea. This research paper deals with the treatment of the plague by
the poet Sophocles in “Oedipus the King", the historian Thucydides in "The
History of the Peloponnesian War", the poet Lucretius in the poem "On the
Nature of Things", and the poet Vergil in "The Georgics", in the stylistic
approach, where each of these writers had a purpose in dealing with the
subject of the plague, and this was reflected in using vocabulary, adjectives
and linguistic tools that help them to achieve this purpose. Sophocles was
expressing the culture of his time, while Thucydides was interested in
describing the symptoms of the disease rather than providing a
philosophical or religious explanation for the causes of the disease, as he
spoke objectively without arousing pity and passion, while Lucretius did not
view the Athenian plague as a historical event, as he does not care about
time and place, he wants to direct the reader to accept the idea of death by
accepting the scientific explanation of natural phenomena. in general
Lucretius deals with reality in phrases closer to prose than to poetry, so he
does not resort to artistic prowess as does Vergil, who explicitly aims to
sympathize with the victims of the plague through the use of vocabulary
indicating sadness and despair. He presents a simplified picture of the
plague in an emotional, rhetorical style through contradiction and pity,
without considering the scientific and historical facts.
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ecce autem duro fumans sub uomere taurus
concidit et mixtum spumis uomit ore cruorem
extremosque ciet gemitus. it tristis arator
maerentem abiungens fraterna morte iuuencum,
atque opere in medio defixa reliquit aratra.
non umbrae altorum nemorum, non mollia possunt
prata mouere animum, non qui per saxa uolutus
purior electro campum petit amnis; at ima
soluuntur latera, atque oculos stupor urget inertis
ad terramque fluit deuexo pondere ceruix.

quid labor aut benefacta iuuant? quid uomere terras
inuertisse grauis? (Verg. Georg. 3.515-526)
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non lupus insidias explorat ouilia circum
nec gregibus nocturnus obambulat: acrior illum
cura domat; timidi dammae ceruique fugaces
nunc interque canes et circum tecta uagantur.
iam maris immensi prolem et genus omne natantum
litore in extremo ceu naufraga corpora fluctus
proluit; insolitae fugiunt in flumina phocae.
interit et curuis frustra defensa latebris
uipera et attoniti squamis astantibus hydri.
ipsis est aér auibus non aequus, et illae

praecipites alta uitam sub nube relinquunt.
(Verg. Georg 3. 537-547)
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in stabulis turpi dilapsa cadauera tabo,
Verg. Georg. 3.556-7
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quaesitaeque nocent artes; cessere magistri,
Phillyrides Chiron Amythaoniusque Melampus.
saeuit et in lucem Stygiis emissa tenebris
pallida Tisiphone Morbos agit ante Metumque,

inque dies auidum surgens caput altius effert.
Verg. Georg. 3. 549-553
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alitur uitium uiuitque tegendo,
dum medicas adhibere manus ad uulnera pastor

abnegat et meliora deos sedet omina poscens.
Verg. Georg. 3.454-6
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(199 Farrell, J. 1991, p93f

(195 \Nest, D. 2007, p79
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ne tondere quidem morbo inluuieque peresa

uellera nec telas possunt attingere putris;

uerum etiam inuisos si quis temptarat amictus,

ardentes papulae atque immundus olentia sudor

membra sequebatur, nec longo deinde moranti

tempore contactos artus sacer ignis edebat.

Verg. Georg. 3. 559-566
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