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The Red Color and its Significance During the 

Roman Period Applied to Some Artifacts in the 

Hurghada Museum 

The Romans paid great attention to colors and 

tried to portray nature in its natural colors. Among 

the colors, that the Romans cared about, was red, 

which was one of the main colors. It has variety of 

uses and connotations; thus, the study of the red 

color in the Roman period is of great importance. 

Through this research, the red color is studied on 

archaeological pieces dating back to the Roman 

period in Hurghada Museum, which possesses 

many archaeological pieces from that period. 

These archaeological pieces collected from 

different regions of Egypt. Therefore, this museum 

helps in understanding the nature of the red color 

during the Roman period, and in knowing its uses 

and connotations. 
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The importance of this study lies in 

highlighting the significance of the red color to the 

Romans through the museum pieces, and to clarify 

the relationship between the red color and the 

museum pieces. The museum pieces that were 

studied are as follows: plaster masks of mummies, 

portraits, coffin cover, and golden mummies, in 

addition to miscellaneous artifacts. The red color 

on these pieces had many connotations and uses, 

including: rebirth and immortality, gods, women, 

men's skin color, and strength and wrestling 

Key words 

The red color - Hurghada Museum – Portrait - 

Mummy mask. 
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