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The use of news websites applications for persuasive
design elements and its relation with contents

credibility in university students
Abstract:

Modern technology, thanks to its multiple mechanisms via the
Internet, has contributed to increase it's usege, which was reflected in
various aspects of life and resulted in new digital media that
contributed greatly to increase the communication and interaction.
News applications were able to benefit from these capabilities and
combine the characteristics of traditional journalism and modern

Electronic technique and providing various interactive services in order to
convince the user of the content provided in its news applications.

The responsible of designing news applications believe that it is
necessary to influence the first impression of users by paying attention
to the persuasive elements in the design of the application and also
paying attention to the credibility of the presented content and
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working to achieve a positive user impression. In case of bad
impression, it will only take seconds for the user to navigate away and
never return to the site application.

News sites applications seek to increase trust between them and users
by increasing the credibility of the content provided, as the importance
of credibility considered the main determinant in the process of
persuading individuals and forming their knowledge and attitudes.

Aims of the study:

The study aimed to identify how news websites applications use
persuasive design elements and its relation to the credibility content
among university students. There are sub-objectives emerge from the
main objective, which are: Detecting the rate of respondents' use of
news website applications. In addition to identify the persuasive
design elements in the news sites applications preferred by the
respondents. Knowing the rate of ease of use by the respondents of the
applications of news sites. Determine the relation between the use of
persuasive design elements in the news sites applications and its
relation to the credibility of those applications. The study and the
analyzing of the respondents' evaluation of the credibility of the news
sites applications.

Study type and method:
The study is descriptive and based on the media survey method.
Study sample:

The study is represented by Egyptian adolescents in Egyptian universities
from (17-18) years. The study sample was deliberate from users of news
websites applications, which numbered (400) respondents from
universities (Ain Shams, Zigzag, Pharos in Alexandria

Study tools:

The study relied on a questionnaire form to collect study data about the
use of news websites applications for persuasive design elements and its
relation to the credibility of its content among university students.
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The most important results of the study were represented in:

1- The high rate of use by the respondents of the study sample for the news
websites applications. Al Youm 7 (The Seventh Day) News applications came
at the forefront of the applications preferred by the respondents.

2-The study confirmed the existence of a statistically significant
correlation between the use of persuasive design elements in the news
websites applications and the credibility of those applications content.

3-There is a statistically significant correlation between the
respondents' preferences towards designing news website applications
and their evaluation of persuasive design elements.

4-There are statistically significant differences between the average
scores of the respondents on the scale of using news websites
applications, according to the different degree of exposure motives to
these applications.

5-There is a positive and statistically significant correlation between
the persuasive design elements in mobile news applications and the
level of respondents’ use of news websites application.
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