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Abstract 

This study attempts to review the issue of plagiarism in 

pre-Islamic poetry from the perspective of the theory of 

reception, by reviewing the readings that discussed this issue 

since the beginnings of ancient Arab criticism, through the 

opinions of orientalists, and even the readings of modern Arab 

critics, and this study uses the mechanisms of reception, 

especially what is called (horizon expectations) to see how these 

readings align with, or break, expectations of readers. 

One of its most prominent results was that benefiting 

from the data of modern criticism, especially with regard to 

multiple readings, and relying on the contributions of 

reception theory, or criticizing the reader's response; It 

reveals new matters related to our view of the issue of doubt 

in pre-Islamic poetry, and that reception does not stop at a 

time but is created in every time, and for every reading time. 

He has an expectation horizon that determines his position 

on the issues to which he is exposed, and that reading is an 

echo of the critic’s thought, culture and era, and all the 

readings that we presented in this study are - according to 

the theory of reception - legitimate readings, and all of them 

except those that came out of the spirit of the case; It can be 

built upon and discussed when trying to reveal the secrets of 

the issue of doubt in pre-Islamic poetry.

Keywords: Plagiarism, receiving, pre-Islamic, poetry, 

theory of reception, horizon expectations, literary criticism, 

orientalism, Arab criticism, orientalists. 
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