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A STUDY OF SOME VARIABLES AFFECTING THE KNOWLEDGE
NEEDS OF FISH FARMERS IN SHARKIA GOVERNORATE

Hazem M.A. Hassan, I.M.S. Newisar, Hosna M.I. Fouda and H.M. Hamed
Rural Sociol. and Agric. Ext. Division, Agric. Econ. Dept., Fac. Agric., Zagazig Univ., Egypt

ABSTRACT: The study aimed to identify the general characteristics of the respondents,
identify the sources of information from which respondents obtain their knowledge of fish
farming, identify the services and activities provided by fisheries guidance to respondents in
the field of fish farming, determine the level of knowledge need for technical
recommendations for fish farming operations for the respondents fish farmers, and determine
The relative contribution of the studied independent variables with a correlative relationship
in explaining the variation in the degree of cognitive need for the technical recommendations
of the respondents, The study was conducted in the Sharkia Governorate, where it was chosen
because it is located in the fourth place among the governorates of the Republic in terms of
fish production, where the production of the Sharkia Governorate reached 178.7 thousand
tons, representing 11% of the total production of the Republic (Central Agency for Public
Mobilization and Statistics, 2020), and the Husseiniya Center was chosen. Where it is
considered the largest center of the governorate in the number of private fish farms, as the
total number of private fish farms reached 1612, and the sample size of the study was 181
respondents from fish farmers in fish farms in Al-Hussainiya Center, Sharkia Governorate. By
personal interview and data were collected during 2022. The most important results of the
study were: that (77.3%) of the respondents have a medium degree of exposure to the sources
of information from which they obtain their knowledge of fish farming, and that (84.5%) of
the respondents working in the field of fish farming have a low degree of services and
activities provided by the fish extension, and that (72.9%) of the respondents, the level of
their total knowledge need for technical recommendations for fish farming operations is
medium, There are also nine variables that contributed significantly to explaining the total
variation in the degree of knowledge need for technical recommendations for fish farming
operations for the fish farmers surveyed, which are, in order: the area of the fish farm with a
contribution rate of (57.9%), monthly income with a contribution rate of (13.5%), services
and activities provided by the fish extension in the field of fish farming with a contribution
rate of (12.9%), the trend towards achievement with a contribution rate of (1.9%), the age of
the respondents with a contribution rate of (0.6%), the educational status with a contribution
rate of (0.6%), the number of years of experience In the field of fish farming with a
contribution rate of (0.5%), exposure to information sources with a contribution rate of
(0.4%), the productivity of acre of fish per season with a contribution rate of (0.3%), and the
calculated “F” value reached about (155.679), which is statistically significant at level (0.01)

Key words: Knowledge need, fish farming, fish farmers, Sharkia Governorate.
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