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Abstract:

This article focus on publishing and studying two
unpublishing mamluks decrees inscriptions discover in 2007, and
existing in the castle of Balatunus "Qalaat al-Mahalbeh™ Which is
located in the Alawites mountains, Near Latakia and Jableh, these
decree related to Bahri Mamluk period, the first decree of them about
the abolition of forced sale of grains and Summer yields, olives, olives
machines and stipulates the repairing of irrigation canals must be by
the feudal prince, the decree commands to obstruction watering the
orchards Until rice harvest, it's dated by (755 H./1354 A.D.) During
the reign of Sultan Al-Nasir Muhammad bin Qalawun and Amir
Mangak Al-Nasiri the governor of Tripoli, this information explains
the importance of castle of Balatunus as feudal center, as
administrative and defense center, Through the geography of the
region, the closest place to grow rice, which needs abundant water, is
the AIl-Ghab Plain. Noting that we have another brief and
contemporary example of this decree, inscribed at the entrance to the
castle of EI-Kahf near Balatunus. The second is about the abolition of
levy called "Sarhaa™ imposed by the ruler of Tripoli on the governors
of the castles, dated by (783 H./ 1381 A.D) During the reign of Sultan
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Al-Mansur Alaa Al-Din Ali and Amir kamoshbogha Al-Hamawi the
governor of Tripolim , the governors of districtis as a right or
obligatory duty, The governors were collecting this money from the
people and from the shepherds of the mountains, this inscription
provided us with the name of the deputy of fortress in the date of the
decree which is Prince Ahmed Ibn Al-Jamqdari, and the name of the
writer of the decree, Prince lyaz. Hence the importance of these two
decrees as a new addition to what is known to us from the inscriptions
of Mamluk decrees, and an irrefutable proof of the history of the fort
and its deputies.

Keywords: Arabic inscriptions in Syria- Mamluk decrees- Castle of
Balatunus- Qalat al-Mahalbeh- Thuluth Script- Taxes al Sarha.
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