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The Anecdotes of Al- Shafii's
Story of counting the Qur'anic Sciences
A Study of collected Works

By: Ahmed Bin Souleyman Bin Ahmd Al- Muneifi
Department of Interpretation and Qur'an Sciences
Faculty of the Holy Qur'an and Islamic Studies
The Islamic University of Madinah

K.S.A.

Abstract

This research is keen on collecting the anecdotes of Al- Shafii's story during
the dilemma that befell in the era of Haroon El- Rashid who asked him some
thorny questions such as the one in which he asked Al- Shafii about the Qur'anic
sciences. In his answer to |- Rasheed's question, Al- Shafii stated some of the
Quranic sciences. Throughout the research, the researcher has applied the
inductive and analytical approaches as he investigated and collected the sources
where the story had been stated then analyzed them. Generally, this is how the
story has been approved despite the different utterances of its content. The
researcher has found out that Al- Shafii (May Allah have mercy on him) had
stated some kinds of the Qur'anic sciences in that story but the question here is,
did Al- Shafii use the concept of (Qur'anic sciences) in the sense that was
employed afterwards? What has come out to the ground after collecting the
anecdotes is that the concept of Qur'an sciences had not been approved in the
story because of the different utterances and it lacked evidence which would
support the anecdote where the concept was stated rather than others. Finally, the
research recommends fearing Allah then collecting all that belongs to Imam Al-
Shafii's sayings regarding the Qur'anic sciences within the books concerned with
his biography. Al- Shafii's sayings should be kept together with his views
supported by practical examples quoted from his legacy. Moreover, there is still
a pending need for studying this story from the perspective of its different
utterances highlighting the sayings of the scholars who refuted it and considering
the other issues which have not been clarified within the sphere of this research.
The researcher considers this work as an initiation towards collecting the
anecdotes.

Key words: anecdotes, story, Al- Shafii, Qur'an sciences, Haroon EI- Rashid.
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