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Egypt Public Libraries and Sustainable
Development: An Analytical Study
Ebtesam Abdulsalam Ali Sheta
Department of Documents, Libraries and Information,
Faculty of Human Studies in Cairo, Al-Azhar
University, Egypt.
Email: Ebtesamsheta@ azhar.edu.eg

:Abstract

The study dealt with public libraries in Egypt in
terms of their ability to transform towards sustainable
green libraries and identify the extent to which they
fulfill the requirements necessary for sustainable
development in light of the Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (LEED) system for the
evaluation of green buildings, and then to identify the
closest and farthest libraries towards achieving
sustainability, using the descriptive approach to
collect, analyze and diagnose the current state of
sustainable development in public libraries in Egypt,
through a checklist, of five main axes: site, water,
energy, resources, and indoor environment, the study
reached several results, including all the libraries of
the study were not designed from the beginning to be
a library building, except for the Public Library of
Egypt- The Red Corner Branch and the May 15
library, the fifth theme (Indoor Environmental
Quiality) received the first place by 68.67% with an
arithmetic average of 2.06 and a standard deviation of
0.9, which corresponds to the neutral score in the
Likert triple scale, followed in second place by the
second theme(water use efficiency) by 59.33% with
an arithmetic average of 1.78 and a standard deviation
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of 0.95, which also corresponds to the neutral scoTeT
then the third theme (energy and atmosphere) comes
in third place by 57.33% with an average of 1.78 and
a standard deviation of 0.95, which also corresponds
to the neutral score, then the third theme (energy and
atmosphere) comes in third place by 57.33% with an
average of the fourth theme (materials and resources)
ranked last by 46% with an arithmetic average of 1.72
and a standard deviation of 0.93, which also
corresponds to the neutral score, while the fourth
theme (materials and resources) ranked last by 46%
with an arithmetic average of 1.38 and a standard
deviation 0.65, which corresponds to an unfavorable
score, while the first theme (location and its
relationship to the surrounding environment) comes
in penultimate place with 55.33% with an arithmetic
average of 1.66 and a standard deviation of 0.9, which
also corresponds to an unfavorable score, and
recommended the need to secure green spaces
surrounding library buildings and work on expanding
and afforestation, with support for the necessary
requirements for people with special needs, as well as
the need for public libraries to develop strategic plans
that include the process of rehabilitating library
buildings to accommodate modern developments, in
addition to adopting new ideas by the government
that to motivate and guide public libraries to become
green libraries, such as offering a prize or cash
rewards For the best green Public Library.

Keywords: Sustainable development- Green
libraries- Public libraries- Sustainable libraries..
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