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A Study of Farmers™ knowledge and practices related to
Harvesting, Sorting, and Packaging Exported potato in
some specialized villages in the Arab Republic of Egypt

Ahmed Ramadan Ahmed Mohamed Mohamed Abd ElI-Rahman El-Kassas
issam Abd El-Fatah El-Ashry

Abstract

The main objective of this research was to investigate Farmers’
knowledge and practices related to some technical recommendations
concerning Exported potato in some specialized villages in Egypt. The
study was carried out in Beheira, Gharbiya, and Monoufia Governorates
for having the highest production level, and largest number of exporting
potato farmers.

Data were collected by personai interviews using a pretested
questionnaire from a systematic random samplie amounted to 120 pota-
to growers. The questionnaire was coded and data were statistically ana-
lyzed using frequencies, percentages, means, and standard deviations.

The Study objectives were:

1- To study some personai-economical, and communicational
characteristics of the respondents.

2- To determine respondents’ knowledge and practices levels to-
wards some technical recommendations concerning harvesting, sorting,
and packaging of the exported potato.

3- To determine the problems and constrains facing the respon-
dents in applying the technical recommendations concerning harvesting,
sorting, and packaging of the exported potato.

The main resulits of the study were as follows:
1- Most of the respondents were illiterate (41.7%).

2- Farm size mean was 3.17 feddans (s.d.2.52), and 49.2% of
the interviewees have farm size less than (3) feddans.

3- The average potato yield was 9.67 ton\feddan.

4- About 77% of the interviewees have low knowledge levels of
the Technical recommendations, concerning exported potato, and 66%
showed interest in knowing important technical recommendations con-
cerning harvesting, sorting, and packaging of the exported potato.

5- 76.7% of the respondents depend on their personal experi-
ence in producing potato as an information source.

6- 61.7% of the respondents indicated that the best way of get-
ting Technical recommendations concerning harvesting, sorting, and
packaging of the exported potato comes through exchanging visitation
with the Extension Agent.

7- Low level of Knowledge and practices of potato growers was
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found in applying protection means against Phthorimaea Operclella as in-
dicated by 68.3% of the respondents, in applying and knowing the pur-
pose of potato dry curing as indicated by 65.8% of the respondents, and
in timing as means of taking away dry green leaves as indicated by
62.5% of the respondents.

8- 80% of the respondents indicated that the most important
problem facing potato farmers is the high prices of production means,
followed by the low potato marketing prices as indicated by 65.8% of
the respondents.



