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Abstract: 
Non-international armed  conflicts have recently become the 

dominant  nature of  armed conflicts patterns  since the collapse of the 

former Soviet Union in 1991. As a result, the involvement of armed groups 

from non-state actors has become dominant in these armed conflicts that 

erupt in the territory of a single state. 

 This study aims to shed light on the status of  non-state actors of 

groups, their legal personality, as well as the motive and purpose of 

engagement  with these groups. 

The study deals with the basic legal concepts related to armed groups 

that are not state actors, and the legal and jurisprudential dispute over the 

extent to which these armed groups enjoy international legal personality. 

 This approach deals with the initial precursors to the principle of 

sovereignty following the Westphalia Conference in 1648, and the first 

building blocks for the establishment of armed militias affiliated with states 

and other issues that the study requires to address. 

 I also approached the study through the second approach 

“Comparitive approach“ as I addresed the adverse views of different 

international organizations towards these armed groups and in the 

forefront of which is the  International Committee of the Red Cross. 

Keywords: Armed groups - Armed conflicts not of an international 

nature – Engagement  with armed groups - International Humanitarian 

law - The International Committee of the Red Cross. 
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