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Towards a Deschooling Society
A Reading in the Philosophy of Ivan llyich

Dr. Wagdy Khairy Nessim
Assistant Professor of Contemporary Philosophy
Faculty of Arts, Port Said University

Abstract

Deschooling Society is one of the most important books of
the Austrian philosopher Ivan lllich. In this book, Illich rejects the
existence of educational institutions in general, and the schools in
particular. He regards schools as tools for the reproduction of the
aims of contemporary industrial societies.

Illich's critique of educational school centers on many points:
it is very costly, and takes a great amount of nation’s national
income, but in vain. It is also a means to promote nationalism which
inculcate in the student's mind intolerance and hate for other nations,
besides being a means to enhance class struggle and inequality
between the educated and the uneducated.

Illich’s critique for educational schooling does not mean that
he is against education in general, he offers a new alternate vision
that encourages the freedom of the educators, and the equality
between learners.

Keywords: Ivan lllich, educational schooling, monopoly of
knowledge, nationalism, Dewey.
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Todd Hartch, The Prophet of Cuernavaca: Ivan Illich and The Crisis of The West,Oxford,

Oxford University Press,2015, p:4-6

! - Ivan Illich, Deschooling Society, New York, Harrow Books, 1973, p:17
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3 - ibid., p: 65

{reny



oToTT gy [ ogpnelly il ouell gy draly la T a2 dlia

tlad dpaall Caell (il ad Legale 305 Wl cplelall ()

jeall (o Tt (gl Loy Aailill g LiagV) Aot 1) Coagh Cojlaad Lgalu)

et gy Aaldl) aglonag agilae )l Hlie¥) 8 adagll G0 cpalatiall (e

alal) egglnal Lmpe oLl Jonaiily (il ualse (e Laga dai Loy clelal) (3g
tob e ecsslanall 038l peg il Yo aapaal)

:daalatdy) dalssl)

b D Al Al ApalaBY) AR gy el adaall 038 Gl Jgta
e i 3 comaall (o Lgilihiae (e aSY) o) Joall alane (345 3] ¢ Jlaal) 3
Aspa 093 O OS¢ oalail) miiall Baga g daly Gaaentl Al BB ) ke
" gl Led) atiay ) llaasy) dsagi Le 138 . ua Y1 Ll 3 ks
Lo s (+) pabeil) e Lgin 350 ol (il e oy Lo Basiall LYl (34
anlad aai ) adaiad ol Gy ag g caliid aua capal) oL g Ball 5155 diliae Jolag
(1) " genll (glusias Joa

s calall sl galiafina (g Al Wlgal (35 (o Waang diall Jpall Cansd
lally HaaiY) Binaws arbedl) jodan o)l Lgie lalitie) ¢lgy Glalll 5yl Joall Jslas
O Ot Ladie gy 8" aleY) 138 (i) daiial) Slleall piagi oK1 . gabaitY)
ool 558 caaadl Jaall kel (e A il GLS e Aalal) Llyuall Calh
O s pail) aa & Gl iy e o () " ool (e L) daal (gl
t e daal LAST (gyal ilihie (e Julil) Gl o 055 plarl) Al 3L
slodl ag Ll o Lalially Cighill e aally cielaally Sall G 2ally cdaial
) ALY . pabl aalay apdall wlaill (e pgisliin) o ST il Lgie s
ey ccrmad Joall Aihiue o Gud DU lie pral aobaill il g ) ld celly
skl el il (e Lagale duayin Ly uilalgally 5l duiliae

! - ibid., p: 8,9
2 - Ivan lllich, After Deschooling What? New York, Harper Row, 1973, p: 4

{read



fend U @mag maal Sudelol olayl dsals @8 Eelsd Gusla I zaiaa g

aulanll Balises 5 iaal) ALY Loleai®y) CadlSall aEy (e sang il (e
) Qo (Goayill Sl dae 3 o (Bpualeall Lupll Gladinall 8 )l
Y U ool 8 (530 53l cAwpdall ciga IS Cilse Everett Reimer
(1) " b Jlgal danlgs Lgasd o Sy el yuiall duslgae

Ol el () demy sdlia (538 e ) Lebisady Jlga) o2 4nsi Bale)
Lalead) (Ao cpaildlly poplaall Cald) e s dalad Goap L o ogtiid ¢alanll &
o aball Gl bl g A daa dany et z3gai Phaly clgia g Laaladl
ang ain o) g Jeal) Jalli " o) arlaill (e daalill Lalai@Y) e(gylosal
Lo e Gt COULlly 9a¥) eladsl () dnaall i ally & sederll clilass )
hadl e Jsuandl b Ghalse JS Ba plasa s anling Lad caulal (e 435 )by
Cilaall Jlgal ot o s bl sy L o (1) 1 il (e Al dsadadl)
(nal) agUEal Hhens OO dard 6 iyl dls e s3alall daalal
& sl dal (e ot () Y cAalill agatlsas agilad s lais cagisly aaysads
(o Aania Ao gl g il aladialy (ol maliall g bty cdaadenl) cliidl)
o ouls Laal) mllas 3aias Ao 5uaV) plaall b Jany 41€ 1368 caulatl) dilac
sl 8 Cpaellly (Ol mllas Gaaas

G Lo iy Slacadl 138 b gt 75l V5Ll (e Ao gane A (S0
Lo 5o ol da Solall e Jlga) oda JS Glitly Lgialga aoled ) Jsalls ooy
ol Guall dpagll 385 g Lehaa of ol Colanug Cpiifia I53sS o (A g yy Lguibalgal
o aleill i V) 33an Y e sa5 cAuiiiall agiale Civns agibin (ol aglang
Apadand) Al llian o Bliad) ) agilatys 389 Sl Jolay Ledaa o
Cladoall 8 dnagio L 13 Flglany Adsl Sany Gy Jsall byl

LAaadl
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'~ Ivan Illich, After Deschooling What?, op.cit., p: 21
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!~ Ivan Illich, Deschooling Society, op.cit., p:11
2 -ibid., p:14
3 - lvan lllich, After Deschooling What?, op.cit., p:3
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!~ Mike Cole, Marxism and Educational Theory: Origins and Issues, London, Routledge,
2008, p:31
2 - ibid., p:29
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- Ivan lllich, Toward a History of Needs: Include Energy and Equity, Berkely, Heyday
Books, 1978, p:70
2 - lvan lllich, Celebration of Awareness: a Call For Institutional Revolution, op.cit.,
p:101
3 - Harry Brighouse, School Choice and Social Justice, Oxford, Oxford University Press,
2000, p:133
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! - Samuel Bowles, Herbert Gintis, Schooling in Capitalist America: Educational Reform
and The Contradictions of Economic Life, Chicago, Haymarket Books, 2011, p:14
2 - lvan Illich, Deschooling Society, op.cit., p:12, 11
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! - Paul H. Hirst, Knowledge and The Curriculum: A Collection of Philosophical Papers,
London, Routledge, 1974, p: 24
2 - Bertrand Russell, Unpopular Essays, op.cit., p:117,118
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'~ Ivan lllich, Disabling Profession: Ideas in Progress, London, Marion Boyars, 1977,
p:15

2 - lvan Illich, Deschooling Society, op.cit., p:2

3 - John O' Neill, The Market: Ethics, Knowledge and Politics, London, Routledge, 1998,
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'~ Ivan Illich, Disabling Profession, op.cit., p:15

2 -ibid., p;41

3 - lvan Illich, Toward a History of Needs, op.cit., p:71
4 - lvan Illich, Deschooling Society, op.cit., p:41
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3 - lvan lllich, After Deschooling What?, op.cit., p:8
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I- Ivan Illich, Deschooling Society, op.cit., p:33
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Opposition, Massachusetts, Bergin & Garvey Publishers, 1983, p:54

3 - Michael W. Apple, Ideology and Curriculum, London, Routledge, 2002, p:48
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