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Abstract
In most religions, the scriptures vary in regards to the perception of God, rituals,
behaviors and morals. Essentially, this differentiation is the justification of their
existence, for if they were identical in their concepts and teachings, they would
have blended into one. Clergymen would also fall short of finding the appropriate
material that highlights religious differences which ultimately reinforces their
followers’ faith and strives to rally the followers of other faiths, through
delivering persuasive arguments that the truth lies here, not elsewhere.
Therefore, clergymen do not attempt to alter others’ religious scriptures or cancel
them, nor are scriptures an underlying reason for politicians to wage war or
peace, they are solely a tool employed by clergymen and politicians, each in their
own approach to serve their own purpose.
The emergence of Zionism and its employment of the Old Testament as an
excuse to occupy Palestine has made the Old Testament a synonym for
occupation. Furthermore, it has encapsulated the religious conflict within the
fight against the occupation for most Palestinians.
Once Zionism removed the Bible from its original context and used it as a tool to
attain its racist objectives, it became a phobia for most Palestinians, evoking
emotions of fear, mixed with anger, resentment, and a passion for denial. This is
not restricted to the general public, but also included many historians and
archeologists.
Upon comparing the analysis of this study to another conducted five years ago,
we notice a slight improvement in the Palestine community’s perception of the
Old Testament, by putting it in its religious context and not falling for the
religious conflict theory. Yet, the majority of Palestinians continue to exhibit
fear of, and hostility against the Torah because of the Zionists and occupying
state’s employment of the scriptures, which deems continuing the awareness
creation efforts a necessity.
On the other hand, the majority of tour guides do not display the same fear or
hostility towards the Old Testament which is a result of the nature of their
curricula, depicting the Bible as a guiding, exciting topic, favored by the
religious pilgrims. Furthermore, most of the tour guides do not present the Bible
in its religious context and classify it as history which requires revising and
reforming the tour guide curricula.
For historians and archeologists to be able to escape this dilemma, the Bible has
to be put into its right context in terms of when and why it was written.
Historians and archeologists have to come to peace with themselves and with
history through comprehending the accurate history of Palestine. This could be
only achieved through academic research and rational understanding, and not
allowing the occupation to pull us into the confinement of religious conflict. The
Bible is not foreign to us, on the contrary, it was written by our ancestors for
reasons relevant to their circumstances and ambitions at that time. As for the
general public, those who regard the Old Testament as a holy book should keep it

i alld e [F— aladl Gaagll g didacddl) ABELY (8 B) ) o3) L sd)

175



(2023) 1l 2 due 3ulxe Lo 5l bl jall el agaal) dmo
|}

in its religious context and not allow others to utilize it in any other way. Those
who believe that it is forged should remain respectful to its believers and to their
freedom of belief. Jews who were brought by Zionism to occupy Palestine do
not have any ethnic, linguistic or historical connection to it, only a religious one.
Keywords: Torah phobia, history of Palestine, antiquities of Palestine, society
and the Torah, tourist guidance.
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