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A Touristic Visit of Both Khedive Tawfik and Abbas Pasha Helmy 11 to EI-Fayoum
Region through the Last Quarter of 19" Century: A Historical and Documentary Study
Hany M. Roshdy
Tourism Guidance, Faculty of Tourism and Hotels, Fayoum University
The paper aims to highlight the two visits of both Khedives Tawfik and Abbas Pasha Helmy
Il to the Fayoum region. The visit included the most important touristic monuments, such as
Lake Qarun and the Mosque of Ali El Rubi. This visit was considered part from a whole
touristic program to south Egypt. In addition to this, the visit was an important event to
visitation the region including inaugurating a lot of projects. Finally, they had a tour to enjoy
in the Fayoum region. However, these visits were ignored by historians and scholars, as they
only concentrated on praising the khedives in media and didn’t focus on documenting the
other events of the visits, and just merely had been mentioned as a kind of propaganda in
1894 A.D. It was issued in first part, Friday 26" January, 1894 A.D. without many important
historical details. The paper sheds the light on the historical importance of the two Khedive's
visits to the Fayoum region. Therefore, the study aims to track the itinerary of both visits,
how long did they take?, important events carried out during the visits, the reception and
ceremonies characteristics for two Khedives, and finally study the results of the both visits.
The main difficulties in conducting such research are represented in the lack of previous
studies and references related to this period. The study results are many including: the two
visits of khedive Tawfik and Khedive Abbas Helmy Il had been carried out during the winter.
The railways were the main of transportation to Fayoum, and then the car was used within the
city and the camels in the desert. The road to Fayoum hasn't been changed two hundreds of
years ago. The main destinations of the trip were Fayoum and Lake Qaroun. The khedive's
visit reflects their care of the Fayoum as they have opened up networks and established
higher school and front offices, many times the khedive himself attended the test of
governmental schools and delivered reward to excellent students. This visit to schools was as

kind of encouraging the student to join the education.
Keywords: Abbas Helmy I1- Fayoum- Khedive- Tawfik- Visit.

135



