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Cyber Security Awareness, Intellectual Suggestibility and
Family Quality of Life as Predictors of Cyber Blackmail Among
Teenage Internet Users

The aim of the present study is to examine the relationship between
cyber blackmail (the victim) on one part and cyber security awareness,
intellectual suggestibility and family quality of life on the other and to
determine the role of the study variables in determining cyber blackmail (the
victim). The study also sets to investigate the effect of the two variables; sex
(male/female) and education (general secondary education /technical
secondary education), and the interaction between them on cyber blackmail
(the victim) among a sample of teenage internet users. The sample of the study
consisted of 350 male and female teenagers; 180 from general secondary
schools and 170 from technical secondary schools. Out of the 350 participants,
152 are male teenagers and 198 female. The ages of the participants range
from 15 to 18 years of age with an average of 16.9 years and a standard
deviation of (x 1.6). Four scales were prepared for the study: cyber blackmail
(the victim), cyber security awareness, intellectual suggestibility and family
quality of life. The psychometric properties of each scale were calculated. The
findings of the study show that there is a negative correlation between cyber
blackmail, cyber security awareness and family quality of life and a positive
correlation between cyber blackmail and intellectual suggestibility. The
findings also show that cyber security awareness, intellectual suggestibility
and family quality of life play a role in predicting cyber blackmail for teenage
internet users and that intellectual suggestibility is the variable that has the
largest effect on cyber blackmail among the total sample of the study. There
are statistically-significant differences in cyber blackmail (the victim) among
teenage internet users in relation to sex in favor of females and in relation to
type of education in favor of technical secondary schools. There are no
statistically-significant differences in the interaction of the two variables, sex
and type of education, on cyber blackmail among the teenage internet users
which constitute the sample of the study. The findings of the study were
interpreted in light of the findings of previous studies and a number of
recommendations and suggestions were included.

Key words : Cyber security awareness, Intellectual Suggestibility,
family quality of life, Cyber blackmail, Teenage Internet users
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