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Suakin and its Position in the Red Sea trade during the

Islamic era

Abstract:

This study comes to shed light on Suakin's commercial position during
the Islamic era. In fact, this city was able to occupy a distinguished
position on the western coast of the Red Sea since its founding by Arab
immigrants, who came to it from the Arabian Peninsula during the 4™
century AH/10™ century AD. There were several factors that contributed
to Suakin's commercial renaissance and prosperity; First, there is its
distinguished port, which was protected from the winds, and it was easy
to access for ships, and it could be navigated easily thanks to the
appropriate depth of water. On the other hand, Suakin was distinguished
by its diverse and important goods such as gold and ivory, which are
products obtained from the countries of Abyssinia, Nubia, and the mines
of the Red Sea. The Beja tribes also opened land routes to merchants
coming to their city from Yemen and India, and they also escorted the
caravans and secured their way during their trips in interior areas. On
the other hand, during the 9™ century AH / 15" century AD, the first
commercial competitor to Suakin on the coast, the city of Aydab,
disappeared, which enabled Suakin to become the main center of trade
in the region. This importance, which was represented by Suakin, made
the Mamluk sultans always seek to extend their influence and control
over it to secure the Egyptian trade routes, and this importance also made
the city a target for the Portuguese, who reached the coasts of the Red
Sea at the beginning of the 10" century AH / 16" AD.
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