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The representations of the Omani Identity in the Novel
“My Mother Kuljhan
Dr. Maha Ali Abdullah Al Majed
Associate Professor of Literature and Criticism in Arabic Language

Department- College of Arts,
King Faisal University

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstracts:

This research investigates the representations of the Omani identity in the
novel “My Mother, Kuljhan” by Ghania Al-Shabibi. This novel represents the
social life-picture of Oman between two historical eras; Oman in the fifties and
the sixties, life before the rule of Sultan Qaboos, after his rule and the cultural
rebirth which its effects were clearly obvious in the Omani society and made it
reach the development and urbanization of the Arab Gulf countries.

The aim of my research is to trace the manifestations of Oman cultural identity
in the past- not the present- due to the invisibility of the past of our Arab society
which is the contrary of the observable present. The beauty of this novel is
evident in the evocation of many aspects of the tangible and intangible Omani
cultural heritage and in reshaping it in an imaginary style that brings the reader
closer to the distant past which makes him embody the spirit of Omani society in
all its details and reveals its cultural identity.

This research has revealed several results and the most prominent of which are
that this novel has constituted a cultural discourse and a historical document
through which it drew the features of social life in Oman in the past as the novel
has flourished with many aspects of the tangible Omani heritage, such as,
customs, beliefs, superstitions, songs, folks, traditional games...etc., and such
aspects have given Omani society a cultural specificity.

In this research, | have utilized an analytical descriptive approach in tracing the
aspects of the Omani identity in the chosen novel.

Keywords: heritage, cultural, narration, Oman
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