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The youth's preferences for mahraganat songs and its
relationship to their cultural alienation: a field study

Abstract

This study aimed to identify the dimensions of the manifestations
of cultural alienation among Egyptian youth through their preferences
and tastes towards listening to the music and songs of festivals and their
singers; And that is through the use of the survey method through one of
its tools, which is the survey newspaper, for about 300 respondents from
the Egyptian youth who prefer this type of singing, and through the use
of the theory of dependence on the media.

This study concluded the following results

- At the forefront of the most important reasons for the Egyptian
youth's preference for festival songs were "festival songs venting the
energy of youth”, as well as "the difference of festival songs from the
prevailing songs"”, with rates of 79% and 77.55, respectively.

-The results of this study, and through testing the extent of the
perception and feeling of the Egyptian youth, the sample of the field
study, reflected that they are experiencing cultural alienation from their
society and through the realization of the various dimensions of cultural
alienation from non-standard, meaningless, social isolation, reification,
and powerlessness, respectively.

- There is a statistically significant correlation between the degree
of exposure of Egyptian youth to the sample of the field study to festival
songs, as well as the motives of Egyptian youth’s preferences for festival
songs, and the youth’s perception of the concept of cultural alienation in
its various dimensions.

-There is a statistically significant correlation between the degree
of youth preferences for mahraganat songs and their awareness of their
cultural identity, regardless of the intermediary variables towards gender,
education, social status, age, and economic and social level, which
proved to have no effect.

Keywords: youth - songs - cultural alienation.
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