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Abstract

This research attempts to monitor the self -splitting features in the
life of the narrator and his friend (Ahmed -Hassan) in Ibrahim Abdel-
Magid’s novel, Thresholds of Joy. Throughout the long history of Egypt
and its people, many values have changed and others have disappeared.
Hence, the intellectual, in the middle of the road, was confused
wondering: "Where exactly is his location?" Self-dissociation is a sign
of staying out of tranquility, calmness and psychological peace. The
intellectuals sought access to peace and internal safety instead of the
torments of fragmentation and division. In the context of the dialectic
of self-satisfaction and self-rejection, the research has attempted to
extrapolate the factors and causes that can lead the self to the state of
psychological dispersion and fragmentation. The research also handles
the voice of the narrator merging with the novelist through a process of
psychological projection in which the narrator somehow represents the
novelist’s point of view. The research also sorts out the novel's
treatment of the Egyptian society’s beliefs and ideas, and the impact of
this culture on the narrator's and his friend's behaviour in cases of
illness and health, work and marriage, relationships and customs. This
is all depicted in the novel through introducing opposing binaries that
reflect the split and fragmentation of the self.

Keywords: Self-splitting¢ Fragmentation, Thresholds of Joy, Ibrahim
Abdel-Magid.
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