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The eloquence of irony in the poetry of holdings in
Thamar al-Qulub by al-Thalaabi

Saber Mohamed EI-Sayed Gouili
Assistant Department of Criticism and Rhetoric,
Department of Arabic Language - Alexandria Arts
University mail: saber. geweely@alexu. edu. eg
Abstract :
A study of the Irony of the new rhetorical and critical studies
and mechanisms in an in-depth analysis of literary texts, the
aim of which is to explore the levels of performance in those
texts, and try to reach their depths, where the writer's
discourse lies, or the meaning he wants to convey to the
recipients.
Irony is an unmistakable intellectual and artistic stylistic
phenomenon in Arabic literature in the
Abbasid era in general, and in poetry in particular, and it has
its reasons and important rhetorical functions. Researchers
have paid attention to this, and have begun to monitor it and
analyses a part of it in the last three decades, yet despite this,
topics remain that have not been studied, and aspects of this
phenomenon have not received the attention they deserve.
This research tries to contribute to bridging this gap, by
studying the eloguence of Irony in what the researcher called
the poetry of holdings in the book Thamar al-Qulub by al-
Tha’alabi. This choice is justified by what this type of poetry
represents in terms of renewal in the topics of Arabic
literature, which had its echo in the development of this
literature after that in the Abbasid era, and in the modern era
as well. Moreover, the researcher sensed when he read all
these poems that the Irony was intentional and deliberate, and
that it was employed to perform certain technical and
rhetorical messages, and that this had a clear impact on
building these passages in form and content. This is a study
that attempts to track this issue and explore its depths,
according to a descriptive and analytical approach, based on

AY



BV VY G aloek] G el bl susll ssaieds Sl doymlly dadlud] Slulydl LIS dloes

selecting a deliberate sample, which the researcher believes
accurately, represents  the research community.
The research includes an introduction, in which there is talk
about the reasons for the research, its methodology, its
sections, its questions, and previous studies. And four topics:
the first is about Irony linguistically and idiomatically, and the
second is about the types of Irony, while the third deals with
the structure of Irony (its elements and tools), and the fourth
topic deals with the goals and functions of Irony. Then comes
the conclusion, with the results and recommendations of the
research, before the list of sources and references.
Keywords: Paradox - Fruits Of Hearts - Foxes - Collectibles
Poetry - Verbal Paradox - Paradox In Relief -
Paradox Of Situation - Dramatic Paradox -
Paradox Of Simple Dissonance - Paradox Of
Events.
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