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Al-Mesmah (Tax Holiday Decree) of the Mamluk Sultan Jaqmaq (842 AH./ 1438 AD.-
857 AH./ 1457 AD.) at Allamty Mosque in Minia- Egypt (A New Reading): Historical,

Archaeological and Artistic Study.
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Abstract:

The research paper aims to study a royal
decree by Sultan Abu Said Jagmaq at Allamty
Mosque in Minia, Minia Governorate. It was a
type of royal decree called Al-Mesmah (tax
holiday) as the Sultan eliminated the tax on the
people of one city who were late in paying a
tax. The tax holiday defined the type of tax and
the name of the city exempted from paying
taxes according to a royal decree. This type of
royal decrees was inferred based on a new
reading of the text of the Sultanian tax holiday
according to an accurate archaeological and
historical study, which concluded a set of
important names and taxes that the Mamluk
Sultanate adopted at that time as an essential
financial resource, such as Al-Hilali (crescent
taxation), Al-Masegha, Al-Makhlulla, incoming,
outgoing, (ensured) (Al-
Madmona). The study illustrated the economic
situation in the reign of the Mamluk Sultan
Jagmaq in Egypt, the living conditions of the
people, the control of the Mamluk emirs over

and Madmona

agricultural lands, and taxation without the
royal decree of the Sharif Diwan that were not
supplied to the treasury of the Sultan,
burdening the people. Therefore, the Sultan
issued a royal decree to eliminate such taxes.
Key words:

Al- Mesmah (Tax holiday); Tax exemption; Tax
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