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Abstract:

This research, which is titled: Children Employment in Ancient
Egypt and Mesopotamia” , tackles some elements which elucidate the
meaning of the expression “working children” linguistically and
idiomatically in both OIld Hieroglyphic and Cuneiform languages.
Furthermore, this research scrutinizes reasons for children employment in
Ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia. Such reasons included optional and
obligatory ones in several careers particularly manufacture of textiles.
Moreover, this research illuminates organization of children employment
by both individuals and the state, which in turn, assures the point that such
employment of children was legal and acknowledged in both the ancient
Egyptian and Mesopotamia communities. Position of children in their work
care developed as they maintain their work until reaching the highest
positions in a particular job. This could be maintained after proving a
child’s proficiency and his capability of developing oneself. Some of
children employment was regarded as a compensation for those individuals
who left work belonging to institutions of the state. Additionally, this
research found out that children often accompany their mothers in their
work. However, many children encountered several difficulties which, in
turn, caused an increase in obituary rates among those working children.

Key Words: Employment , Children , Ancient Egypt |,
Mesopotamia.
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' - Wb 3, 396-398.

2-Wh 1, 242.14-16.

_ C.J. Eyre., Employment and Labour Relations in the Theban
Necropolis in the Ramesside Period, Doctoral Thesis submitted to
the University of Liverpool, 1980, p.150.

4. CAD.,vol.3 p.160.
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' - Ibid., 168.

2 _ Labat. Rene., MAD, Paris, 2000,p.300.

. Agnés Garcia-Ventura., Women, Work and War A Proposal to

Analyze Their Relationship During the Neo-Sumerian Period, in:

Krieg und Frieden im Alten Vorderasien 52e Rencontre

Assyriologique Internationale International Congress of Assyriology

and Near Eastern Archaeology Munster, 17.-21. Juli 2006, p.345.
Robert J. Wenke, and others., Kom EI-Hisn (ca. 2500-1900 - *

BC): an ancient settlement in the Nile Delta of Egypt, Lockwood
Press - Atlanta, Georgia, 2016 p.212.
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L. Hinson. B., Coming of Age or an Age of Becoming? The Role of

Childhood in Identity Formation at Deir el-Medina, New Kingdom
Egypt, PhD, University of Cambridge, 2018, p.397.

2 _ Vitali. Bartash.,Children in Ancient Sumer: How Much Do We
Know?, ASOR, Ancient Near East today (current news about the
ancient past) , vol.3, "5, 2015, p.1.
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2 - Jerrold. S. Cooper., The Job of Sex: The social and economic

role of prostitutes in ancient Mesopotamia, SANER , vol.13,

2016, p.222.

5. Virginie. Muller., Women and their Activities in Divinatory

Texts, SANER , vol.13, 2016, p.437.

“-Yoko. Watai., Economic Activities of Women in 1% Millennium

Babylonia, SANER, vol. 13, 2016, p.504.

“Laura. Culbertson., Slaves and Households in the Near East, °

Chicago, 2010, p.37.
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T sk A st e Y s &bl bl e agly ol Lo

- Gardiner. A.H., Hieratic Papyri in the British Museum, Third
Series, London 1935, vol.1, p.49.

- Pascal. Vernus., Sagesses de I'Egypte pharaonique, paris,

2010,p.194.
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(14) JSa ASIaay) aal (ed Dbedl) ASLaa 2 ddaadldl DA e
Jibll Selasy , 8l (AN ha aal S laghs Culihl jipaat aa
S jray) Jilall miagy a9 Jedll Hall Glo dens 3 T <Y
) ASSaN jaas ASuadd) eadl Al dxdy DA e Slldy, Ball JE
spy deliall GuSlaal) slatVl LeSas G5 Dhall J& o) Cagyadll (e
il il sl dleay (Jidal) aleiy L

243 o, sl ol el deal dlae L

2523 ) e s bl (530 g Al o B ledle i (5 peaall Caatally dda gina - 2

Glall agal 3928 L mah Jia s O Y (p.31279-1294) JsY) e cllall agal

) 21912 ple LALES) &5 (4, 31154-1186) LUl Luvana

Borghouts, J. F. A Deputy of the Gang Knows his Business. p. 71-

73. in: R. Demarée and J. J. Janssen (eds). Gleanings from Deir el-

Medina. Egyptologische Uitgaven 1. Leiden: Netherlands Institute
for the Near East. 1982.
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Oe elgi¥) any Y el Taaaty jladl) delia 48 ja 8 Gyl Jae
LS g oned ) n)sl) 80k (B AT B e ) ST leahau 4yl Lgielia
Oad byl o3 ) S5 Jleall ae JbY) Jae aalias | (15) JSall
a8 JulY) gl asl aad ) laall e dau I Allall alic
1 (16) 85 Jilal) s

(15) Jsa

Nicola. Harrington., A world without play? Children in ancient

Egyptian art and iconography, Chapter 29, in: The Oxford Handbook

of the Archaeology of Childhood, Oxford, 2018, p.547.fig. 29.5.

- Richard. Bussmann., Krieg und Zwangsarbeit im pharaonischen

Agypten, in, Zwangsarbeit als Kriegsressource in Europa und Asien,
vol.77, p.59.
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QWY Alles ailass -

@Y las aal gasl Jeall b agiSiliag JUbY) dllee ()
poedll delia b Lald (gl DL b oale JSE Yl dldad
Graall AlaBYL Cayad Lo Ll Tyg0 JUlY) al 2 (plaall yguag
i) Ghall 3 JUlY) Alee el @l sl o), Kl
Lsine b 7ol e Ble (A5 2.G3000 s s\l A o S
Losiiall Aleall Ciiay (17) U5 (W20274.2) 2y LiysllS Cealiay
LS esiall G e o) QB 138 S dpenl) Bl Cus e Janl
Sy "Balall g0 JYT s Tale 15712 gn L el JlalaYl

2 S Ja )l e JULY) e¥sa as) o daiad) cupal) (e "o

! _ Giiner. Coskunsu., The Archaeology of Childhood:
Interdisciplinary Perspectives on an Archaeological Enigma, New
York, 2015, p.7.

2 _ Vitali. Bartash.,op.cit, p.2.
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fug s Tdeall o el EDs Gulils Jaid b gl e a2
S JUkT gl o mpcag saSh daall il 8 JUkY) el
and L Gt We sS85 lly agd Baaadl) ileY) jacas jrea
e ClesaasS o all ae s ) Tis sgala) a8y, ol
—5) ALY NI e ClesensS Jin gl agDlile S g ol £V
Jaall o aajlals agile i) & cpdl cplggadd) (NU- Sig
Y deal 2l b QY dasedl piiall pUaill 3ag , el dessde b
Zaal) e gl auad) ol (e JULYI 4 iy
aalll Ghall 8 cOllall el o dapdl) A8l (aseaill S,
JUbY) eY3as, L) ety Sy Jaall iyg N gl cndacay
1y dila J< il (g0 " sS (10) Ulsias peles il hal (ygualiy

1 _ Alexander. Uchitel ., Women at Work , Historia: Zeitschrift fiir
Alte Geschichte, band. 33, 1984, p.262.
Laura. Culbertson., op.cit, 2010, p.37. -2
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Jubls slull e Taae o (18) JS& (Hlawall Zslll el
peey o gl Db @gis () Ohlse B e alasally e
Al —Cuaally sl Zo)lll & Ay p2a Bale a9 — Lagall Gl
Alg s, Sl 13g] maaly Cas (15 agames ol JUBY) (he Tase
Ol iy Layy "Gle (B Gslapall SWia aiag @ 4l plad il
ks gl g ay Ciges JUlY1 ae Bgaail) Glilily | Aapaill yema 3 S
okl gl gnailly J3ad) delia 8 Tty daegSall lagall Cilalind
Ade agead of S s PAaBad) sadl JleeY1 & 5l gl
Omadall e 193l cilaloall ell of e BN el 58 A il
cuull Cayad Yy (@amar-KUD dumu uS-bar) xlaac cpég el
REIg

Osabudll) DAl )Y aall 3 4ol clelially Capall ;alall ady

audi Yl by sl Al WSy 430a 1972, Apslanll sl daghaa (il

Lyl adsi 4l Y S | (gashu)= aSY) i (ba)e dae sl 3 < )
2 Uil 38 G anil aa el raal ) geall s ey g 3l s aill

2 _Vitali. Bartash.,op.cit, p.2-3.

- Kazuya Maekawa., Female weavers and their children in Lagash:

pre-Sargonic and Ur 111, Acta Sumerologica 2, 1980, p.81.
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o wlials Lelesh 5 ul dais culS gl Ll ank sl 3]0
opea dae

LualSsl cllal) agal 393 Al Y] Gageaill ) A (s

Caal il JULY) das o alas (ial e oSla (2.32342-3251)

40 N30 on L ol (Sed e a5, aeileal ) agil) das

20 il a8y Lyed e 20 e JUbY) deany Leiy el (50 “Shaes

Joad) wilas 8 o Joaall 3 deall, Jale200 Jsa paill 8 Jleal)
2(19) J<a

Laura. Culbertson., op.cit, p.37.-
58U 5a 300/1 & Sl 5 - 2
IO i 5 el Apae Jlad smspom A adle i il 51 el 1aa 31 -2
Alall A 55 O SSAL pas et 3 gamall A5 (L) S (5L) AN ama Ly
ey an]3.10 4cld)) goihy 4l Al JASIL amall 3ol (g8 s
.(102081) pd ) (s nll asially Ls sase as13.30
https://www.bmimages.com/preview.asp?image=00273611001&ite
mw=4&itemf=0002&itemstep=1&itemx=2 18-4-2021.
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28 s Lpgledl o St ol Alpall dailil) 5,0l Jial) pilias
Bl ¢ mladl Heall #550 (BM 15245) o8y lasall Conially ke
A aa (o (32048-2095) (algd cllall oSa (he gDl dad)y)

3l
Dl pgiaall el Alaad) 2xe
(28 ) <60 sli 9
2550 sl 7
25540 8yl 77
25530 5yl 24
28 20 sl 5
<30 (Chsia i) ol Chaly ol 3

! . Catherine. Breniquet., Weaving, Potting, Churning: Women at
work during the Uruk period Evidence from the cylinder seals,
SANER , vol.13, "The Role of Women in Work and Society in the
Ancient Near East", 2016, p.23.
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Os) 38 A sl Ase e Lgalina pla g Lt JUbDU dacada () S
Cajady Lea JUlYly lull L ety A Janll a3l g8 llia 5 2250
hi JALU xy Lagh o) sl 228 Cisial o1 (geme - dumu)-
BM ) &y il caatally Jagine S uda JAT #gl PA (e
Lad alod dldl e DA Jal dine ale e (28417,29
aas ag) O JEbY) o die alas 4l s Vlg el alall ) Tasass
it pias F aglee dilie (Cully ausanlly HoallS 4810 2sa) ile)
ol S5 dy, eladll (e 4l Jale 10000 (s ddleadl asils cwilS
o Lo papsal culS oWing, o) LSy Jlaslly JUldU dies anas
cal€ JUlY) Vi sl ob Lle (Logs sl e il 10-100)
— 5 Gl Jaly (G alsy agles jukai Lyed Lle) Gaan (n denda
Jeadl o Gl ) Y1 8 agin Lad JULYI D) ange Layy
Gsnll e dusie lile) Alay |, —z Y Ao 45y Jalal) ) JSsal)
s sla By, Auehl LalBU aajul dmE Al JULS dals
YK

-

1. Alexander. Uchitel ., op.cit, p.266.

2 Ibid., p.267.

%. Alexander .Uchitel., Women at Work, Historia: Zeitschrift fiir
Alte Geschichte , Bd.33, p. 262.

% Bertrand. Lafont ., Women at Work and Women in Economy and
Society during the Neo-Sumerian Period, SANER , vol.13, 2016,
p.58-159.
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) Seddl oY) laie | JUlY) axe
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A5 25
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A cul€ A ol Dl DA aglead ila ) JebY) Jees

Cala s e an0 aY) agasd ae V5 il 00 SIS e Al i
dee o aajlals JULY) Plitad are Gl adde Coyaal i sl
leih o s A daplall s b U e XS, gl Gsb
oell s a3l A0 Ganmal) o b Jeanti AlalSia ¢Sl
S L Wle ) Al dlaall o Jalall Jeansy daall e 33l
e Jade 3, s 8 S sl JULY) Jee QIS PApn g

(QU (M))= 238U 5 (1SILA)= &y 3o sudll drpually a5 A -

- Studevent -Hickman, Benjamin., The Organization of Manual

Labor in Ur 1l Babylonia. Ph.D. dissertation, Harvard University,
2006, p.136- 137.
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Jasl s 3 JULYI S5 jemall 130 Algs afs o sal) Qs
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& oalelel JULY) Tad 2 gy ad 3 Balall 358 Cas Aimddiallg
Apall ) ALYl alas Brpea b ptpsal o Jsaanll seaall 14
Ladlly of (B300=_ 16 1) ysSI ok 631 ymdlly adall IS 22 35032
gl Eipl yast gy (b 2a180=Jis 1) Jaalh s
i A aangie o Tely (ghin 5 (o8 i else Jlib3U
deghad) Head () aally oad) aall gy s b Lk, el
i)l UL yemall Gl oany A JULY) (e 8ysalall Allaall
el Jalall ¢ gl a¥) | dadlls Jalall ¢ ganall 5a¥1 | Gllall age
255400 Lgd _ Led
. Lot | J2245-30 | Lsw

e

! . Brigitte. Lion., Work and Gender in Nuzi Society , SANER ,
vol.13, 2016, p.358.

Laura. Culbertson., op.cit, p.37. 2 -
% Howard. Farber., A price and Wage Study for Northern Babylonia
During the old Babylonian Period”, JESHO, 21,"°1, 1978,p.13-14.
Caai g3l 5 G L) (e 60 /1 b sas OV (bl s s (siglu) il
s (g pnall aanll (8 Cae 5 ala 8 asall (sl Jasdl O gl sl o a silS

(GIN)

“~ Howard. Farber., op.cit, p.33.
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L (ale 15-12) o b cmjleel cl€ 13 (68 35-21) g L sl
12-7) om e glaally (S 14) ol cladll e @y 90 a8 (e
Zoed Chal ol (ed IS a8 Y e, (LS
~1150 4180 55all) Jasesgll L) yemad) (DA Jaal) ansd 28
S e DA Jaall 3 JUbY1 zhal S5 clesana ) (23729
ol ) (SULGE S ol JLS) dads cilesenddls |, 2,4l
&l) ) (GURUS S caallls ( SUGLSAL  &by)
<) (GURUS.TUR  LsSAll)  gaalally  (GURUS.SAL
sSall) * Cpashidll Jlaky ), (GURUS.SAL.TUR

! - Howard. Farber., op.cit, p.32.

2 - Ibid., p.34.

ela Lal lids il s OB jee Bale (55 aaill (31 all 3 (pirsu) Jikall alad g -*

CAD, ol ., Clgiu O jars abg ¢ agazar JUkY) akd” (o geaill aaly
.vol,10, part,1,pp.303.311
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($821-7) Joley o g3 3=1 | (ple 12 00 B) Lm om
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Pl 581 el

L_ Brinkman. J., Forced Laborers in the Middle Babylonian Period,

JCS, vol. 32, ™. 1, p.18.
, sl a8 e sed (W) & Ll Wil 3 10 (o JUSall i i sudl s - 2
Sl 120y Cpn L zanl ), 2l S8 (o a7 (Msm aal ) g3 pudl Jolay 3
,Bosiie e — ol Sy Al | (ApSlSH 5 yiall) Tavs ol LU sl dal oY)
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! . Agnés Garcia-Ventura., op.cit, p.346.
2 - Alexander .Uchitel., Women at Work, p. 257,259.
Jasll 35 il sl (gl aca (e malad s Jb eludl) Ciladasal o (asd) Jls
Jandl 138 (S 13 ali agilisl ddlia) ddle) (avas 33Y Jiaill gl 5l (e le 55 s
JlaY) ladaialy sluill I ganse (IS 28 gill Ale gy 3 ol AL ) il 8
e S ) SS aladll ¢ pn JULYY o e ae ) e | Jaadl 8 (gne Aldadll U8
Alexander .Uchitel., op.cit, p.260. :aal . a3 e JMa i) el
3L gl Vs e ) Chaa 5yl Gl NS Jadl a3 58 jra Gl Y1 12 g 7
Omle sl ale dia Jasdl (e pa sl g8 08 A3 i) and alel Jas 35 g el
el (Rile) paas e slaany V) 5oke paladY) eV slend Wl (i
Brinkman. J., op.cit, p.18. not.4.
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! _vitali. Bartash.,op.cit, p.3-4.

(#2022 saisw — 52199648

378

iy g (o Arals — IaY) A8 Alsa




P WG SN A S

Dlie i Gl Gl paill (B 2V Y Gae o) Jaadly
s5all o Tolaie) Jeall Hlaie (8 05buie 2 Lay,y , clallll oLl
RERWEN|
el Saall ogilall e B200 salall 2y aas Afall cpilgall g
1) 7 okl Js 3 4 sailh ) 8 oY ah leall s e
Ela o G ol clila o das ol Jlad die quand 4l L Ladd s
Ajd dalea 13) , Adadl) (e CMMRLE 6 cupaill jsal ads dne , Baba
144 53l by ,,aaly gadd G of ) e, Jale Jale dlaag
Clare aa) awdl 13 oyl et @) Ll e Al dde aai
588, coydl) il mal ealadll dale @a el 137 tade
e (%) dblug aoli Ggi padd adad 1)), Jalslly dudagay () 4l
Al e e 10 ady o
3 Al jume b aie Calin sl 3l 8 JlY) Alle
Maa V) saldl aglee 3 2l Gsaelad ¥ bl Lyl of aa
228 Ly (sasiy 3 JlaeY) ae aaling , agill e B aglilie (IS g
Aoyl SE Cpegled Gl agal dgan ) &N 6l 3l Gme (e
Cod Ay ed Hde DA Al (slady 191S Y ae Bla oydes
Lnall Jee Bl (el a9 — aglll Jee A8l Craly Gluall o 548
paal) Asdll yemal 3ga3 A GG (any g 3, Aedl) jeae
alall 3gas ) Jaall L6 (ganl o Gl 5 Laay, —Lalas lld ) 58
Oalalal) Jasd) all Lags 36137 o s cpelel Sllall age e il
cilail O slary 153 Ylas 33 Jlasdl ably hed 13 5aal glas

Ul |, (2.31207-1680) Agindl ASlaall (soaliaBYI s i) (el dane pae aans -
138 12,2012, Joa gall Andla VI A 5 ) gliia yae — o) ) 40

379 . .
(p2022 iaisw — 552)64¢ iy gt (o Azalay — 1Y) A4S Alaa




@N\d\ﬁ\gﬂgﬁduh\!\ﬁw‘b E >~ E a 3 g daaa gyl ae slha /2

Aoyl Gl Glas Laag &l , 7y, je 13 Baa (b MYl Jia ol
cpalad) JUlY) Ky, el duls e & a8 Nlg Yl (g pdics
(JUkl) Al i Igpagy Al Jou) 8 Osdag cladll agilY
L Jasll A 8 cpayie e ol laud agd JULY) o¥5a (ang
203 o e gansal) s oS3 Lo diday iall 0Sa o8 O
pgisie o otk GLaY ga digw Oslem |68lS cpll) NGV O LY
el el aBlgl (B pgiSly pgilils

gy Jall A3ag) aadll Gl (G 3all e Gam
O o lelaal pan ally (2810 alsaly Caghlly 3glal) deliag
o2 e agilil gnn LY OIS, Lgie 7530 Y Allall 8 dijall yaiud
;A8 S Aigd) el Y1 agalad i) b Bale cul€ Al Capal)
iy ) ol s<3 VUL i a5 oS Ligall )y sk IS Tl
pensii) o aa (gialig atn Ja diige Jhainl ey Al a5 agu)
Dasally jadll

053l 1S i) LU jemal) & JURY) o) Gaw Ladh B)SH
reles o Uonh Vs agileal sl gl o O 29ng s B dlleall
Sy oullsl) @ile o aiy W cpall dad e Liad Cind Yy 13
e o guallsll Cmg 8y B Gl dladd Glaa Ll IS aglee
W) of s oS0y anll 8 sl agilid cllgd slaudl b 2l

45 5583 agiSy im0 el () el (5 583 Le il 158 gl gl of oS
1970=
113-111 Gl | 70-69 = ramsis g yall -2
Dl Ay | il LU sl 3 2 0laBV) (peal) o5 sl e oala 3l -3
86 0=,2009 , sk dadls | YIS 5 pdie e —

4~ John. N. Reid., op.cit, p.12.
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Period: A Study of the Textile and Metal Workers of the Eanna
Temple, Ph.D. , Yale University, 2007, p.14.
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and edicts, RAAO ,vol 111, nol, 2017, p.11.
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e CAD: The Assyrian Dictionary of the Oriental Institute of

the University of Chicago, 1964.

e |JET: International Journal of Engineering and Techniques,

e JESHO: Journal of the Economic and Social History of the
Orient (Leyde).

e JNES: Journal of Near Eastern Studies. Dept. of Near
Eastern Lang. and Civilis., univ. de Chicago.

e MAD: Manuel d'épigraphie akkadienne, Paris, 2000.

e RAAO: Revue d’assyriologie et d’archéologie orientale
(Paris).

e SANER: Studies in Ancient Near Eastern Records, Boston.

e SAOC: Studies in Ancient Oriental Civilization. Chicago.

A: Worterbuch der Agyptischen Sprache. (Leipzig, Berlin).
o SAHAE: Studies on the Archeology and
History of Ancient Egypt .
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Bernard. Mathieu., Abréviations des périodiques et collections en

usage a I'Institut frangais d'archéologie orientale du Caire, 2019.
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e JCS:Journal of Cunelgorm"Stuales (AnnATbor, Mich., New
Haven, Conn.)
e JAEA : The Journal of Ancient Egyptian Architecture.
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