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A Successful Translator - Personal Characteristics and
Textual Authority

Abstract:

When we set to read multiple translations, we will find no difficulty in
determining that each demonstrates several characteristics of the respective
translator. This is because the fact that translation process is not limited to
conveying the content and intent of the text. Rather, it reveals the translator’s
personality expressed though cognitive and ideological tools in such a
manner that adds cognitive and non-cognitive values to the text. For
example, when we read the translation of the famous Persian novel Aynaha
(Her Eyes) written by the contemporary Iranian novelist, Bozorg Alavi, in
the fifties of the twentieth century, we will find a significant difference
between the translation of the Egyptian academic Mona Hamed and that of
the Moroccan academic Ahmed Musa, who differ from that of the Iraqi
translator Ghassan Hamdan, not to mention the English, French and German
translations of the same novel. There is no doubt that an output that relies on
the translator's personal characteristics expands the scope of text
comprehension. It facilitates the process of communication between the
audience and the text, and gives them new perspective in their reading and
knowledge journey.

Therefore, the Study aims to identify personal characteristics of the
translator whose choices and inclinations cover one or two types of
translation, shedding light on their personal characteristics that are evident in
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the translated works. In this regard, the study selects a group of Egyptian
students at the Department of Persian Language and Literature, the Faculty
of Languages and Translation. Their number is approximately twenty
students. They were invited to do three voluntary pre- and post-tests, which
ultimately demonstrated the personality of these translators in relying on
modulation, especially when translating terms and idiomatic expressions
with a cultural and ideological dimension, not to mention resorting multiple
times to the creative aspects through use of the structure of the Arabic
language and its rhetorical tools. Therefore, the Study concluded that they
are able to render the textual concepts using new structure that combines
meanings and connotations related primarily to both the reader and the text.
Key Words: Successful Translator, Personal Traits, Personal Characteristics,
Textual Authority, Field Study, Data Analysis
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