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The mechanisms of new media in confronting
terrorism and extremist ideology as seen
by the Egyptian media elite
Abstract:
The study aimed to identify the Egyptian media elite's vision of
mechanisms for new media in confronting terrorism and extremist
ideology and find out its most important perceptions regarding media
controls to deal with this social phenomenon and the determining the
levels of confidence of the media elite in the impact of new media
mechanisms's in the war on terrorism. The study relied on the
approach of relying on new media, and the theory of social networks
analysis in the study of political violence and terrorism and used the
survey method. The study was applied to a deliberate sample of
(168 respondents) from the Egyptian media elite using the
guestionnaire tool .
The results of the study revealed that the Egyptian media elite agreed
on the role of new media platforms in spreading terrorism and
extremist ideology by (70.8) of the total respondents, and they agreed
to some extent by (29.2%). And at the level of employing the new
media in confronting terrorist groups and extremist ideology, the
Egyptian media elite referred to a set of important mechanisms in
confronting terrorism and extremist ideology, including: the
mechanism of digital media Literacy for members of society, the
mechanism of closing terrorist websites and accounts, and the hacking
of amateurs and volunteers of the websites of terrorist groups, the
mechanism for analysing the social networks of terrorist groups by
researchers and security personnel, the mechanism for having quick
smart units to deal with terrorist groups and extremist content, and the
mechanism for creating websites and electronic accounts that provide
a media and religious message that is powerful in confronting
terrorism and extremist ideological thought .
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The Egyptian elite also suggested the need for a guideline - digital
literacy - to spread awareness on how to deal with extremist content
and anonymous people, and to unleash the freedom of information
circulation to refute rumours and lies of terrorist groups and prepare
digitally qualified media cadres that enable them to formulate clear,
influential, and credible media messages through which the lies spread
by the websites of terrorist groups can be confronted.

Keywords: new media, terrorism, extremist ideology, elite,

media professionals.
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