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Abstract:

Keywords that are placed in the forefront of researches and studies play
an important role in revealing the content of those researches and studies.

This study seeks to monitor and analyze the keywords contained in a sample
of studies contained in refereed Arab periodicals in the field of libraries and
information ,that are available in the Mandumah database to identify their
status and the most prominent challenges they face and ways to overcome
them.

The study relies on the descriptive analytical approach and the use of the
content analysis method. The study is based on a direct examination of the
keywords section in researches and studies, and analysis using a checklist,
as well as interviews with some authors and database officials.

The study reached a set of results, most notably that the study sample
provided 1089 keywords, and that about 22.19% of those studies had no
keywords, and the general average number of keywords for the study was
five keywords, and the number of components for keywords ranged between
one word to eight keywords, and it was the highest percentage of the two
words, and it was found that the journals did not care to include in the
publishing rules some instructions for keywords.

The distribution of the keywords according to subject revealed that the
concepts got 92% of them, 78.54% in the field of libraries and information,
while the entities (names of institutions, places, people, etc.) got 8%. There
is a need to present the keywords in an acceptable manner based on the
guidelines provided by the journals, as well as the importance of having a
list of reliable keywords has been shown.

keywords:

keywords; Index terms; Descriptors; Publishing guidelines in journals;
Information retrieval.
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