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Embassies between the Fatimid State and the Crusaders in the
Levant (491-567 AH / 1098-1171 AD).

Mahmoud Abdel Moneim Amin Hemida

Abstract:

The Crusaders appeared at the end of the fifth century AH/ the
eleventh century AD and they realized that the success of their plans
depended on the disintegration of the Islamic kingdoms, and therefore
they worked to hide their ambitions and not show them to the Islamic
countries so that they would not unite. The Fatimid state was among
the Islamic countries that didn't realize the extent of the danger, but
they thought that the Crusaders were forces whom they could ally
with them against the Seljuk force, so, the first Fatimid embassies
were to the Crusaders in the Levant in 491 AH/ 1098 AD at the
request of the minister, Al-Afdhal ibn Badr AIl-Din Al-Jamali, an
assistant of young caliph, Al-Musta’li.

The Crusaders worked to show their strength in front of the
Fatimid side, although they were suffering from economic problems.
The Crusaders worked to procrastinate in negotiations with the
Fatimid side, so, the Fatimid embassy returned, accompanied by a
Crusader embassy headed by John the Genoese servant. This Crusader
embassy remained in Egypt for a year, and the Fatimids prevented it
from leaving Egypt.

The Fatimids sent another embassy to the Crusaders in order to
negotiate with them and conclude a treaty of alliance, but this embassy
failed and the reason for the failure of the embassy can be attributed to
the fact that the Crusader side had felt his strength and that they no
longer needed the Fatimid side.

The embassies were interrupted for a period between the two
sides, but they returned with the struggle over the ministry between
Shawar and Dirgham. The Crusaders tried to exploit this situation and
control Egypt, but the intervention of Nur al-Din Mahmoud prevented
them from controlling Egypt.

Keywords: Embassy - Crusaders - Fatimids - Shawar - Dirgham - Al-
Afdhal ibn Badr Al-Din Al-Jamali.
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