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Political Intermarriages in the Sultanate of Granada during the
era of the Banu Al-Ahmar State (635-897 AH/ 1292-1492 AD).

By: Ahmed Saleh Muhammad Muhammad
Abstract:

Political intermarriages take place between rulers and senior statesmen
in order to achieve specific political interests and goals. The sultans and
princes of the kingdomof Granada (Bani al-Ahmar) used these
intermarriages on the internal and external levels, so the founder of the
kingdom of Granada, Muhammad ibn Yusuf ibn al-Ahmar intermarried
with senior leaders in Andalusia; such as Bani Ashgila and Bani al-Jadala,
on whom he relied to establish his kingdom and increase his influence.

The Bani al-Ahmar relied on political intermarriage to secure and
protect their kingdom from the oppression of the Spanish Christians; some
of them were married to the sultans of Bani Marin, the rulers of Morocco.
The princes of Bani al-Ahmar also saw in intermarriage with each other the
closing of the bond between them, rengthening it, preserving their prestige
and preventing the ambitions of foreign commanders to reach power.

The princes of Bani al-Ahmar intermarried with their ministers and
senior men of their states to gain their loyalty and increase trust and safety
between them. Political offinities were also common between the ministers
of Bani al-Ahmar and their senior statesmen and each other, in order to
achieve political interests and goals and benefits for both parties, such as
increasing influence or promotion in positions and the rise in social status,
obtaining money, increasing earnings and others.

The Political intermarriages were closer to the Spanish kings and each
other then the kings of Bani al-Ahmar and Bani Marin, the rulers of
Morocco, the most dangerous of these marriages was what took place
between Ferdinand, who was called the catholic, king of Aragon, and
Navara in his marriage to Isabella, Queen of Castile, which led to their
union and their political and military renaissance, which eventually enabled
them to overthrow the kingdom of Granada in 897 AH/ 1492 AD.

Keywords: Political intermarriage, The Sultanate of Granada, Bani al-
Ahmar, Bani Nasr.
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(1) Charles Julian Bishiko, A history of the Crusades the Spanish and Portugues
Fourteenth and Fifteenth Centuries, ed. Hary Wharzard, Madison, 1975, p. 450.
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31-A history of the Crusades the Spanish and Protuguese Fourteenth
and Fifteenth Centuries, ed. Hary Wharzard, Madison, 1975.

William H. Prescott
32- Ferdinand and Isabella the Catholic, Philadelphia, 1868.
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