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Approaching the tragic character in the cities of conflict
in the novel ""Firewood of Sarajevo™ by Saeed Khatibi
Fatima (SONG YANAN)
MA in Arabic Literature, Faculty of Arts, Alexandria
University, Chinese language teacher, Pharos University,
Arab Republic of Egypt.
Email: fatma.yanan7@gmail.com
Abstract:
The novel "The Firewood of Sarajevo” is a novel of history
and war, and the events of the novel are dominated by a
tragic character, resulting from religious extremism, political
anger, and racism, among the people of Eastern Europe, or
between Arab societies. The novel presents this social
approach between Algeria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and
Slovenia, as all these social conflicts led to war. The novel
also told about the two civil wars, presented the cruelty of the
war, and revealed the hidden contradictions and conflicts that
go beyond superficial wars. And because fiction is built on
the basis of reality, the historical novel is the artistic narrative
form whose time points intersect with certain real time
points. The novel presents many historical facts and mixes
them with the author’s fantasies. Political and military, the
author Saeed Khatibi presents the devastating conflicts that
led to the war, through the stories of the heroes "Salim" and
"lvana"”, and another generation like them, whether in
Algeria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, or Slovenia. The novel is
characterized by its tragic character, since the title “Firewood
of Sarajevo”, Sarajevo in the title means war and firewood,
and means all the conflicts that led to war in history or will
lead to war in the future. The events of the novel are
characterized by the predominance of the tragic character,
resulting from religious fanaticism, political anger, or racism
existing among the people of Eastern Europe. This novel
presents a social approach between the Arab societies,
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represented by Algeria, and the societies in Eastern Europe

represented by Slovenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina. This study

follows the historical approach and the social approach, with

the help of the artistic and psychological approaches.

Keywords: Firewood, Sarajevo, Algeria, Slovenia, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Conflict.
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