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ABSTRACT

This article aims to study five Funeral Islamic Mausoleums and one
Charitable Islamic monument (Sabil). These buildings date back to the
19™ and 20" centuries at the cemetery of Bab al-Nasr in Cairo published
for the first time. These monuments are; the Courtyard of Mukammed
Abu al-‘lla, the Mausoleum of el-Sitt Amna, the Mausoleum of
Hassan ‘Abbas, the Mausoleum of al-Mi ‘allim Mustafa Ibrahim al-
Faham, the Mausoleum of al-Hag Ibrahim Hussiyn al-Zaiyat and the
Sabil al-Hag Ahmad Ahmad al-Samahi. The cemetery of Bab al-Nasr is
considered one of the important Islamic Archaeological sites in Islamic
Cairo that contains a lot of Archaeological Mausoleums. The article
studies these six monuments through describing the architectural and
decorative elements and calligraphic inscriptions on the facades of these
monuments. The researcher could not describe these Monuments from
inside because they are inhabited by people who are prevented any one
from entering. The article recommends increasing the awareness to the
significance of the monuments of Bab al-Nasr cemetery and taking the
necessary procedures for their registration upon the list of Islamic
monuments, and ends with some suggested points of touristic development
to the area of Bab al-Nasr Cemetery.

KEYWORDS: Bab al-Nasr, Cemetery, Courtyard, Mausoleum, Sabil,
Touristic development.
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INTRODUCTION
THE CEMETERY (GABANT) OF BAB AL-NASR

Al-Magqrizi' mentioned in his book al-Hitat when he was speaking about
al-Husayniyah lane (Harat al-Husayniyah?®) that; "It was known by a
group of purchased slaves (‘Abid al- Sra’) called al- Husayniyah.This
lane is divided into two parts: the first lies outside Bab al-Futth and its
length is from outside Bab al-Futih to al-Handq.? This part was occupied
by the soldiers during the Fatimid Caliphs. The second part lies outside
Bab al-Nasr, and its length is from outside Bab al-Nasr to al-
Raiydaniyya,* and this part includes only Musalla al-‘Eid” during the
Fatimid Caliphs, and from el-Musalla to al-Raiydaniyya was free area
without any building, and the the convoys of pilgrims came down in this

' Al-Maqrizi, (Taqiy al-Din Ahmad ibn ‘All al-Maqrizi, d. 845/1442), (1998). al-
Mawa'iz wa-l-i‘tibar fi dikr al-Hitat wa-l-atar, ed. Muhammed Zinhum, Madiha
Elsrqawi, (Maktabat Madbuli, vol.2), 411, 412.

? Harat al-Husayniyah: This lane is one of Fatimid Cairo lanes. It was said this lane
was known with this name according to a group of purchased slaves (‘Abid al- Sra’),
while the historian Ayman Fauad el-Sayyid says, this lane was attributed to the
commander al- Hussiyn ibn Gawhar. It was occupied at the first by a group of purchased
slaves (‘Abid al- Sra’), and after that it was occupied by a group of Armenians in the
sixth Century of Hegra during the reign of al-Sultan al-Malik al-Kamal al-Ayubi. The
present site of this lane as the historian Muhammed Ramzi mentioned is the great lane
that located towards Bab al-Futiih. It is today mediated from south to north with al-
Husayniyah street,and al-Baiyumi street from Bab al-Futiih to the square of al-Amir
Faruk. For More, See:

Ibn TagrT Bardi (Gamal al-Din Abi al-Mahasin Yiisif, d. 874/1470), (1963). al-Nugim
al-Zahirah fi Milak Misr wa- al-qahira,,ed. Muhammed Ramzi, (Nushah Musawarah min
Dar al-Kutub al-Masriyya, al-M’tssa al-Masriyya li- al-Ta’lif wa al-Nasr,Cairo, vol.4),
45; Ibn ‘Abd-el-Zahir (MuhiyT al-Din Abu al-Fadl ‘Abdallah ibn ‘Abd-el-Zahir al-MasgrT,
d. 692/1293), (1996). al-Rawda al-Bahiyya al-Zahira fi Hitat al-Mu'ziyya al-qahira, ed.
A.F. Sayyid, (Maktabat al-Dar al-*Arabiyya lilkitab, Cairo),122.

* Al-Handg: It was a village outside Bab al-Nasr. It was known at the first with
Miniyyat al- ’Asbug. When the commander Gawahr al- Sigili established Cairo, the
Moroccans ordered to dig a trench intended to fight al-Qaramitah behind this trench and
then became a beautiful garden later during the rule of the Fatimid Caliphs.

al-Maqrizi, al-Hitat, vol.2, 6s84.

* Al-Raiydaniyya : It is located outside Bab al-Nasr, and it was a garden for one of the
servants of the Fatimid Caliph al-*Aziz bi-Illah who known as Raiyydan al- Siqilli.
al-Magqrizi, al-Hitat, vol.2, 690.

® Musalla al-‘Eid: This Musalla was built by the great leader Gawahr al- Sigili for al-
‘Eid prayer in (358A.H.). It is located outside Bab al-Nasr and it was repaired by the
Fatimid Caliph al-*Aziz bi-lllah. For More, See:

al-Maqrizi, al-Hitat, vol.2, 257-26s5.
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free area. After the year of (450 A.H./1058 A.D.), Amir al-Guiyai§ Badr al-
Gamali® established a great cemetery including his tomb and the tomb of
his son al-Afdal ibn Amir al-Guiya$’ to the north western side of Musalla
al-‘Eid outside the gate of Bab al-Nasr" So, the Cemetery of Bab al-Nasr
lies to the north of the Fatimid Cairo, and it was built after the year of (450
A.H./1058 A.D.), when Amir al-Guiyti§ Badr al-Gamali established a great
cemetery including his tomb and the tomb of his son al-Afdal ibn Amir

al-Guiy@s to the north western side of Musalla al-‘Eid outside the gate of
Bab al-Nasr.

The Cemetery of Bab al-Nasr is considered one of the most visited
shrines, and there was no cemetery in the desert like that as it included the
tombs of ‘Ulama’ (Muslim scholars), Awliya’ (guardians), jurists of Islam
and historians. The people established in this cemetery many tombs,
Zawiya and mosques. But most of these buildings were vanished and the
cemetery went to wrack and ruin.?

Nagim al-Din Street is considered the main street of this cemetery.
Formerly, it was called “al-Magaber Street as mentioned

®Badr al-Gamalt: He was Abi '-Nagm Badr ibn ‘Abdallah al-Gamali al-Mustansiri
al- Armini, better known as Badr al-Gamali . He was a vizier of the Caliph al-Mustansir.
He has many titles such as; Amir al-Guiyiis, al-Sayad al-’Agal and al-Wazir al- Amir,
Sayf al-’Islam and Nasr al-Imam. He was an Armenian Mamluk born nearly in (407-1016
A.H.), and died in (486-1095 A.D.). For More, See, Al-Magqrizi (Taqiy al-Din Ahmad ibn
‘Alf al-Magqrizi, d. 845/1442), (2001). *1t‘az al- Hunfa fi * Ahbar al-’ A’imah al- Fatimiyin
al-Hulfa, ed. Muhammed ‘Abdelgadir Ahmad Rida, (Dar al-Kutub al-‘TImiyya, Beirut,
vol.1), 147; Tbn Tagri Bardi, al-Nugiim al-Zahirah, vol.s, 138.

7 al-Afdal ibn Amir al-Guiya§: He is Abu al-Qasm Sahinshah al-Malik al-Afdal ibn
Amir al- Guiya§ Badr al-Gamali. He took over the ministry in (487-515A.H. / 1094-
1121A.D.) for twenty-eight-year. He was killed in (515 AH / 1121 AD) in a conspiracy
orchestrated by the Caliph al- *Amir bi Ahkam Illah with his minister, son of al-
M’aaman al-Bataihi. For More,See:

Ibn Hilkan (Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad ibn Muhammed al-SafiT, d 681/1275), (1987).
Wafiyat al-‘Aiyan wa "Anba’ Abna’ al-Zaman, ed. 'Thsan ‘Abbas, (Dar Sadir, Beirut,
vol.3), 235; Muhammed Hamdi al-Manawi, al-Wizarah wa-al-Wuzara’ fi al-‘Asr al-
Fatimi,( Dar al-Ma‘rif bi Misr, Cairo), 313.

® For more about the Cemetery of Bab al-Nasr, See: Fathi al- *Azhri, Tarwat, (2016).
"Gabant Bab al-Nasr in Cairo wa R’uiyya $amilah i Wad'iha ‘Ala Haritat al-Siyyahah
al-Diniyyah wa al-’"Ir$ad al-Siyyahi", (Ph.D. thesis, Faculty of Tourism and Hotels,
Minia University).
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THE COURTYARD (HUS) OF MUHAMMED ABU EL-‘ILA

This courtyard (Has®) is located at the street of Nagim al-Din at Bab al-
Nasr Cemetery (Fig. 1) in the eastern side of the tomb of Swiss traveller
Johann Ludwig Burckhardt™ (Saydi Ibrahim al-Mahdi al- Englizi as al-

Gabrtt mentioned"). It was erected by Muhammed Afndi Abu el-‘Tla al-
Qammas in (1221 A.H. / 1806 A.D.).

THE DESCRIPTION

This courtyard has only one facade, the eastern facade is the main one
(Fig.6, pl.1). It directly overlooks al-Maqaber Street previously. It is
considered the main facade of the courtyard because it includes the main
entrance (Madhl*?), which is a rectangular entrance door that is closed by

9Hﬁ§: This word means in the archeological term as a courtyard or the covering court
which it was located behind the grave of Sultan on the Amir and it was contain a number
of tombs, and it was mentioned in the Mukluk’s documents by different words such as a
smallest courtyard or sky courtyard and a largest courtyard, For More, See: Muhammed
Rizq, ‘Asam, (2000). Mu‘gam Mustaalhat al-‘Imarah wa- al Funtn al-Islamiyya,
(Maktabat Madbuli, Cairo, 2000), 87, 88.

' Johann Ludwig Burckhardt: He was a Swiss traveller born in Switzerland in (1199
A.H /1784 A.D.). He is best known for his rediscovering the ruins of the ancient city of
Petra in Jordan. He came to Cairo in (1227 A.H. /1812 A.D.). After spending four months
in Cairo, he decided to journey up the Nile River to Upper Egypt and Nubia. He
managed to excavate the temple of Abu Simbel by the aid of his friend Giovanni Belzoni
in (1232 A.H. 1817A.D.). After that, He journeyed to the Red Sea and resolved to make
the pilgrimage to Mecca as this would enhance his credentials as a Muslim. He was died
with dysentery in Cairo on (1232 A.H. 1817A.D.). He was buried as a Muslim in his
tomb at Bab al-Nasr Cemetery, and the tombstone over his grave bears the name of al-
Sayh Ibrahim al-Mahdi. On this tombstone wrote in Arabic” The Swiss traveller al-Sayh
Ibrahim al-Mahdi sleeps here, he was born in (1199 A.H.) and died in (1232 A.H.)”". All
these information are available online at https://ar.wikipedia.org.

2 Al- Gabrty (‘Abdalrahman ibn Hassan d.1249/1825), (1998). ‘Aga’b al-Atar fi el-
Tragm wa-l- Ahbar, ed. ‘Abdelrhim ‘Abdelrhman ‘Abdelrhim, (Dar al-Kutub al-
Misriyya, Cairo, vol.2), 409.

” The Main entrance (Madhl): The first clear entrance in religious architecture in
Egypt, is the western entrance of al- Hakim mosque (380- 403 A.H/ 990- 1013 A.D), which
is similar to the entrance of al- Mahdiyya mosque in Tunis (308 A.H./ 921 A.D.).The
Architect in the 19™ century is concerned with the shape and formation of the entrances
of Islamic buildings. The entrances of the Islamic establishments have many shapes and
formation such as: the entrances crowned with trefoil arches, the entrances topped with
hood that decorated with tiers of stalactites, and the entrances with different types of
arches, like semi-circular, pointed arch, straight arch, and horse- shoe arch. The location
of the entrance is varies from building to other. Some entrances are located in the middle
of the facade, while other entrances are located to the left or right corner of the facade.
Generally, the Islamic architect gave much care to the entrances of the Islamic building,
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two-leaf wooden door that has no decoration (pl.2). To the left, the
architect executed a rectangular wooden two-leaf window on two levels
that is encircled from outside by a screen of metal castings with geometric
and floral motifs depicting nature. The facade is decorated from outside
with shell-shaped pivotal floral decorations and radial geometric
decorations. The upper part of facade is decorated with the same floral
and geometric patterns, circular shapes with three bands or lines pending
down from them. In addition, there is a stone panel containing the
foundation text (pl.3) of the courtyard. It consists of two lines inscribed in
Rig‘a script™® says that:

el gyl alall Sall o ol deae isall 13a Ll L
THE TRANSLITERATION

1. 'Ansa’ Hada al-Ha$ Muhammed Afndi Abu el-‘Tla al-Qammas bi-
Sari‘ al-Magaber.
2. "Nasrun Mina Allahi Wa Fathun Qarib", Sanat 1221 Higriyya.

THE TRANSLATION

1. This courtyard was erected by Muhammed Afndi** Abu el-Tla al-
Qammas at al-Magaber Street.

since the begging of Islamic era in Egypt. For More about the entrances in the 19"
century. In this study, there are some types of entrances such as the semi-circular arched
entrance (pl. 8) and trefoil arched enrrance (pl. 10), See: ‘Abdelfatah ‘Abdelwahab,
‘Abdelwahab, (2006). "al-Tiraz al-Fani wa- al-Mi‘mar1 li Masagid al-Qghirah fi al-Qarn
al-talit “Asr al-Higr1 (1215-1318 A.H.) al-Tasi® ‘Asr al-Miladi (1800-1899 A.D.)", (Master.
Thesis, Faculty of Archaeology, Cairo University),346-353.

“ Riq ‘a Script: The Opinions differed about the origin of the Riq‘a Script, and agreed
that it is one of the types of calligraphic script of the Turkish school, has been used by
the Ottomans in their official establishments for easier writing more than the Nashi
inscription and has spread in most countries of the Ottoman Empire. The Riq‘a Script is
distinguished with its short letters. The Riq‘a Script is one of the easiest types of Arabic
scripts in terms of writing and is characterized by clarity and integrity of the letters, and
is also a line that does not tolerate the composition or composition in the formulation of
a sentence, so it has been less used in the areas of decorative and artistic in general and
architecture in particular. For More, See: Gum'‘a, Ibrahim, (1979) Qisat al-Kitaba al-
‘Arbiyya, (Dar al-Ma‘arif, Cairo), 109; ‘Alf Nasra, Muhammed, (2001). "Gamaliyyat al-
Kitbat al-‘Arbiyya fi al-‘Imarah al-Islamiyya Kamadhal li-Tagmil Waghat al-Mabanit",
(Ph.d. thesis, Faculty of Art Education, Hilwan University), 14.

'* Afndi :This title is one of the honorable titles. It was said in its origin that it is derived
from the Greek colloquial word (Effendis), which is taken from the ancient word
(Aventuns), which was introduced into the Turkish language and was used by the Turk
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2. "Victory from Allah and an imminent conquest™", in 1221 A.H.

3. This courtyard has a dome (Qubba *°) take the shape conical
helmet on an octagonal drum ending with a bulging pillar. It is in
a poor condition of preservation. As for the dome, it takes the
form of the tower that spread in the civil buildings. (pl.4).

THE MAUSOLEUM OF EL-SITT AMNA

This Mausoleum is located at Bab al-Nasr cemetery (Fig.1). The original
founder of this courtyard is unknown, but there is a renewal foundation
text panel in the name of el-Sitt Amna dated to (1239 A.H. /1823 A.D.).

THE DESCRIPTION

This Mausoleum has one facade, (the eastern facade). It is considered the
main facade as it includes the main entrance block which is rectangular
with a wooden door that is depriving of decoration (pl. 5). On the top of
the entrance, there is a square panel containing an inscription of seventh
poetic lines in Tulut script'” says as following (Fig.2, pl. 6):

in the thirteenth century A.D. It refers to the owner, the lord and the master. This title
was used for religious and civil functions, jurists and scholars.

Al-Sa‘id Suliyman, Ahmad, (1979). Ta’sil ma Warad fi Tarih al- Gabrty min a-Dabhil,
(Dar al-Ma'rif, Cairo,197920; Taiymiar, Ahmad, (1950). al-Rutab wa- al-’Alqab al-
Misriyya, (Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi, Cairo,1950,66; Barakat, Mustafa, (2000). al-’Algab
wa- al-Waza'if al-‘Utmaniyya,Dirasa fi Tatwur al-’Algab wa- al-Waza’if mund al-Fath
al-‘Utmani li Misr hata 'lilga’ al- Hilafa al-‘Utmaniyya, (Dar Garib li al- Tiba‘ah wa -al
-Nsar wa al-tawzi', Cairo), 150-153.

 Holy Quran, Surat a- Saf, verse (13).

'® The Dome (Qubba): is one of the most important architectural elements that used in
the Islamic architecture. It was used as a type of decoration for covering the buildings. It
also used to be apart for lighting and ventilation inside the Mosque or Madrasa or the
Mausoleum. There are many different styles for the dome such as; conical dome, circular
dome, the dome in the shape of the onion and the ribbed dome. It is also used to mean a
mausoleum. In this study appeared the shape of conical dome (pl. 4) in the Courtyard of
Muhammed Abu el-‘Tla (1221 A.H. / 1806 A.D.). For More, See:

Center for Planning and Architectural Studies, Center for Revival of Islamic
Architectural Heritage, Principals of Architectural Design and Urban Planning During
the Different Islamic Ears, (Organization of the Islamic Capitals and Cities,Jedda , Saudi
Arabia, 1992), 484; Salah Lam‘ail Mustafa, (1977). A- Turat al-Mi ‘mari al-Islami fi Misr,
(Dar a-Nahdah al-* Arabiyya, Beirut), 25-27.

Y Tulut Script: It is considered the third script of Arabic calligraphy after Kufic and
Nashi scripts. The Tulut script is also characterized by the complication of the
configuration of its letters and the interlacing of words into one another expressing the
cleverness of the Arabic calligrapher. It is widely appeared in the Ottoman era, and
reached to the zenith of aesthetics in terms of the proportions of letters and the
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THE TRANSLITERATION

1. Hada Mazarun Bihi-al-Anwaraw
Sati‘atun

2. Buq'atun  Sarufat bi- el
Mu’ minina kama

3. Mashadun gad hawa min kull
Zi-raSadin

4. Haffat lata’ifu mawlana bihim
karaman

5. Mud gad agama  bihi

massahum nasabun

ma-

6. Ka’ana Haran min al-gannati
tufna bihi

7. Kayfa la
mu’assesihi

wa- ‘alat-taqwa

THE TRANSLATION

Volume 1, No. 1, June 2018

Ll i) 4 e lia .

—

LS Giagally il Aady Y
2y 3 IS (e B g LY
LS agr W50 catllal i ¢
il aguse Lo 4y 150l 38 20 L0
4 ol sl e hsa GlS
Ay gofill eV as LY

Bi-rahmatin min llahin lam yazal
Samadan

gad Surrrifi  Bi-l- Huda wa-

Stawgabu Ragada

al-‘Afwa gad faza min mawlana
hina gada

Hasa tudahi wa- hasa hasarahum
‘Adada

Wa-la [I‘tarahum
zamani radd

‘ala marr ez-

Ahdaynahu ar-rawha war-raiyhana
wa al-madada

Wa-agri zuwwarihi la yantahi abada

1. This is a shrine shining with the lights of the mercy of God, the

Everlasting.

magnificence of its calligraphic forms created by the Turkish calligraphers. These forms
included varieties of paintings, artifacts, ornamentations and other masterpieces of the
Turkish school of calligraphy. In addition, their achievements can be seen in the
inscriptions of the Ottoman architecture that included gorgeous creations of the Tulut
script by Turkish calligraphers. For More, See:

Yassin Hamad Safady: Islamic Calligraphy, (Thames and Hudson, London, 1987), 22;

Center for Planning and Architectural Studies, Principals of Architectural Design, 429.
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2. A spot honored by the believers who were honored with guidance
and deserved his blessings.

3. A cemetery of every guided who deserved His mercy and would
enjoy more in the afterlife.

4. Our Lord's kindness surrounded them. No matter what they do,
they are limited to a number.

5. Since their death, they rested in eternal peace. And they do not
recognize them over time.

6. As if Virgins of Paradise were wandering the place with rest and
bounty and a garden of pleasure.

7. Why not and they were pious and visited by innumerable visitors
whose charities for the dead never ends.

To the right of the entrance door, there is a renewal panel containing the
renewal text on the upper part. It has three lines of inscription in Tulut
script that says (Fig.3, pl.7).
Shlall G 1aa 2an L)
) Bggall Jlas <l Jund e
2VYYY L Jlgd e § el LY
THE TRANSLITERATION

1. Gadada Hada al- Makan al-Mubarak.®
2. Min Fadl el-llah T ala al-Mastina®™ al-Sitt.”

'® Al-Mubarak (the Blessed): One of the titles of honor in the Mamluks' era. It
described some buildings as "Manzil Mubarak / a blessed house". This title is appeared
in the foundation text of some Mamluk establishments like the Han of al- Amir Qustn in
al- Gamaliyya as the text says ( An§a’ Hada al- Han al-Mubarak). It was used also to
describe the correspondence as it was said (Wardat al-Mukataba al-Mubaraka), See: Al-
Qalqasandi (Abu al-'Abbas Ahmad ibn ‘Alf, d. 821/1418), (1914). Subh al-a‘$a fi sina‘at
al-in§a, Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyya, Cairo,1914, vol.e, p.18s; Al-Basa, Hassan, (1978). al-
"Algab al-’"Islamiyya fi al- Tarth wa -al-Wata’q wa-al-’ Atar, (Dar al-Nahda al-* Arabiyya,
Cairo), 447; Hassan Hemeda, Hosam, (2007). "Islamic Archaeological Sites in al-
Gamaliyya street in Cairo and their Tourist Development”, (Ph.d. thesis, Faculty of
Tourism and Hotels, Minia University,2007), 150.

¥ Al-Masiina: It means "Protected” .It is a title of women. This title was mentioned in
many foundation texts dated back to the Mamluk era. It was appeared in foundation text
of the Madrsa of Tatar Hatiin al- Higaziayah al- Gamaliyya Street as it was said (al-’Adr
al-Mastina). It was re-used in the inscriptions of the 19" century in some buildings as
we see in the foundation text of the Courtyard of el-Sitt Amna in this study. This title is
used in 19" century as a title of honor and to refer the Social position.

al-Qalgasandi, Subh al-a‘$a, vol.e, 78; Al-Basa, Hassan, al-’Alqab al-"Islamiyya, 472;
Hassan Hemeda, Hosam, (2007). Islamic Archaeological Sites in al- Gamaliyya, 83.
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3. Amna Fi Sahr Sawwal Sanat 1239 A.H.

THE TRANSLATION

1. This blessed place was restored.
2. From the blessing of the God al-Masiina al-Sitt.
3. Amna in the month of Sawwal in the year of 1239 A.H.

This courtyard is very simple and in a poor condition of reservation. It has
no decorative inscriptions except for the previous one. The last line of the
inscription is obliterated due to faulty and non-specialized restoration
process. The researcher could not describe the Courtyard from inside
because it is inhabited by people who are prevented any one from
entering to the Courtyard.

THE MAUSOLEUM OF HASSAN ‘ABBAS

This mausoleum is located at Nagim al-Din Street in Bab al-Nasr
Cemetery (Fig.1), in the western side of the mausoleum of Ynis al-S‘adi
?! Tt was built by Hassan ‘Abbas, and his brother Muhammed Bassyini in
(1302 A.H. / 1884 AD).

THE DESCRIPTION

The main facade of this mausoleum has the main entrance. It is made of
stone in the form of an opening with a two-leaf Iron door (Fig.7, pl.8). It
is decorated with floral ornaments. It is topped by a foundation text that
contains the renovation text of this mausoleum. It is a square panel of
marble with three lines written in Tulut inscription says that (Fig.4, pl.9):

20 Al-Sitt "'Lady": A general title of women. It was often used before names. It was
used in archaeological inscriptions and was mentioned in a funeral inscription dated back
to Saffar (611 A.H.) in al-M‘ala Cemetery in Mecca. It was mentioned also in the marble
cenotaph in the mausoleum of the Madrsa of Um al-Sultan S‘ban as a composite title
(Sitt al-Sittat) in (117 A.H.).

Hassan al-Basa, al-’Algab al-’Islamiyya, 317; Mustafa Barakat, al-’ Alqab wa- al-Waza’if
al-‘Utmaniyya, 262.

*! Qubbat (Mausoleum) Yiinis al-S‘adi: It was firstly the tomb of Badr al-Gamali, the
first tomb in the cemetery of Bab al-Nasr. He is Yinis ibn Yunis ibn Mas‘id al-Qurasi
al- Sibani. His origin is ttributed to Saiybah ibn Otman ibn Talha and his seventh
grandfather is Qusay the grandfather of Prophet Peace is upon him. This dome was
previously known as the dome of Qurqumas , but is known now as the tomb of Saiyh
Yiinis al-S‘adi al- Sibani the grandson of Saiyh Sa‘d al-Din al- Gibbawi. al- Saiyh
Yinis was buried in this dome in (919 A.H.); Al- Sahawi (al-Hafiz Sams al-Din
Muhammed Abu al- Hir Muhammed ibn ‘Abdalrman, d. 902/1446), (1968). Tuhfat al-
"Hbab wa Bugiyat a-Tulab fi al- Hitat wa al-Mazarat wa al-Biga‘ al-Mubarakat,
(Maktabat al-Kuliyat al-Azhariyya, Cairo, 1968), 37.
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NI e S B
L dane oy e Gua oan LY
A Y Y Dy e (8L
THE TRANSLITERATION

1. Salamun ‘Alaykum Bima Sabartum.

2. Fani‘ma ‘Ugba Ad-Dar.

3. Gaddadahu Hassan‘Abbas wa Ahith Muhammed Bassyin.
4. Fi Gurrat Ragab Sanat 1302 Higriya.

THE TRANSLATION
1."Peace be upon you for what you patiently endured".

2."And excellent is the final home**".

3.1t is renewed by Hassan'Abbas and his brother Muhammed
Bassyiini.

4.In the beginning of Ragab (1302 A.H.).

The architect implemented two windows on this facade, one to the
right side and the other on the left. As for the former, it is a rectangular
entrance with an outer screen of metal castings, while the other window is
relatively larger and consists of two levels. The facade is very plain and
devoid of any decorations. It is in a very poor condition of preservation.

THE OF MAUSOLEUM AL-MI‘ALLIM MUSTAFA IBRAHIM AL-FAHAM

This mausoleum is located at Nagim al-Din Street in Bab al-Nasr
Cemetery (Fig.1), in the eastern side of the mausoleum of Yinis al-S‘adi.
It was established by al-Mi‘allim®® Mustafa Ibrahim al-Faham in (1335
A.H. /1916 AD.).

* Holy Quran, Surat a- Ra“d,verse (24).

2 al-Mi‘allim: This word is appeared on many Islamic monuments as a title or as a
function. It was used as a title of the skilled craftsman who oversees other manufacturers
or who had the grace of teaching other manufacturers of his craft. It appeared on many
of the Islamic artifacts attached to the names of the builders, carpenters and metal
makers. It appeared as a title for bronze Candlestick Maker in (730 A.H.). This
Candlestick is exhibited now in Museum of Islamic Art.

Hassan al-Basa, al-’Alqab al-’Islamiyya, 478; Al-Basa, Hassan, (1965). al-Funtn al-
‘Islamiyya wa al-Waz a’f ‘ala al-’Atar al-*Arbiyya,( Dar al-Nahda al-‘Arabiyya, Cairo,
vol.3), 1110.
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THE DESCRIPTION

This mausoleum has only one facade (the northern facade), which
overlooks directly Nagim al-Din Street. It is divided into three parts: the
right, the middle and the left (Fig.8, pl.10).

THE RIGHT PART: The upper part of the facade is decorated with a row
of Crenellations (Surafat) ** in trefoil-shaped plant leaf. It has a
rectangular window opening that is closed from outside by square-shaped
wooden castings. In addition, it is closed from inside by two wooden
leaves that are devoid from decorations. On each side of the window,
there is an engaged column with a circular shaft and lonic-shaped base
and capital. The window is topped by a stone rectangular panel of
inscriptions that includes a Qur'anic verse in high-relief Tulut script. It

consists of one line that is inscribed in black and reads: " a% &l G G
[C

-

THE TRANSLITERATION: "Inna Fatahna Laka Fathaan Mubina"

THE TRANSLATION: “Indeed, We have given you, [O Muhammad], a

clear conquest".”

** Crenellations (Cresting), (Surafat): The Crenellations were used in crowning the
facades before Islam in Assyrian and Iranian buildings. The earliest example of this
Architectural element appeared in the mosque of Ibn Tultan on the the shape of dolls. In
the Fatimid period, Stepped Crenellations (al- Surafat al-Musananah) were used in al -
Azhar mosque (369- 361 A. H. /970-972A.D.). In the Ayyubid and Mamluk periods, the
Stepped Cresting were appeared in a lot of Islamic establishments, like the mausoleum
of al- Salih Nagim al- Din Ayyub (647- 648 A.H /1249- 1250 A.D.), and the mosque of
al- Zahir Baybars Mosque (667. A.H. / 1269 A.D). The earliest example of leaf- shaped
cresting in Egypt is founded at Sangar al- Gawili mosque (703 A. H/1303- 1304 A .D.).
After that, different types of crenellations developed, such as the trefoil shapes and the
stepped crenellations. In this study the trefoil plant leaf- shaped type of crenellations is
crowned the facade of the mausoleum of al-Mi‘allim Mustafa Ibrahim al-Faham
(pl.10,12,14). This type of crenellations is existed in many Islamic building especially
the Funeral and religious buildings date back to the19™ and the beginning of the 20™
centuries like the mosque of al- Imam al-Safa‘7(1303-1309A.H./1885-1891A.D.), the
mosque of al-‘ASmawi (1267A.H/1850 A.D.), the mosque of Salih Abu Hadid(1280-1284
A.H. /1863 -1867A.D.), the mosque of Qustn(1299-1311A.H./1873-1893A.D.) and the
mosque of al- Sayyidah Nafisah(1314-1316A.H./1893-1895 A.D.). For More about the
development of the Crenellations, See, Creswell (K.A.C): (1940). Early Muslim
Architecture,(Oxford, London, 11214; Muhammed Rizq, ‘Asam, (2000). Mu‘gam
Mustaalhat al-‘Imarah, 161-163; Nazif, ‘Abdelsalam, (1989). Dirasat fi al-‘Imarah al-
"Islamiyya, (al-Hay’a al-Misriyya al-‘Amma li-I-Kitab, Cairo), 74-76.

% Holy Quran, Surat al-Fath, verse (1).
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It is encircled with a decorative cartouche topped by a plain tympanum.
The whole cartouche is flanked by frets with looped moldings. These are
topped by a stalactite consisting of three stalactites in two levels. It ends
from the upper part with a row of trifoiled crenellation in the plant shape.
THE LEFT PART: It is almost similar to the right side in terms of the
architectural and decorative description, except for the inscription that
reads: "Gl S A"

THE TRANSLITERATION: "Adhuliiha Bisalamin 'Aminin
THE TRANSLATION: "Enter it in peace, safe [and secure]".

THE MIDDLE PART: This part is higher one meter than the rest of the
facade. It was built as such to be distinguished as a main entrance to the
mausoleum. It is topped by a row of trefoil crenellation in the plant shape.
There are two stone steps leading to the entrance block that has the entry
door. It is rectangular and enclosed by a newly manufactured Iron door
topped by a lintel including the foundation text of the mausoleum. The
lintel is a stone rectangular panel carved with a high-relief (Naht Bariz) %/
Tulut inscription in white says that (pl. 11):

AVYYo di aladll aaly) ilaas aleall ghad) s Lad Ly

THE TRANSLITERATION: " Ansa’ Hada al-Madfan al-Mi‘allim Mustafa
Ibrahim al- Faham Sanat 1335 A.H.".

n26

THE TRANSLATION: "This Mausoleum was established by al-Mi‘allim
Mustafa Ibrahim al- Faham Sanat 1335 A.H.".

This panel is followed by a plain tympanum (Nafis)*® then a reliving arch
(‘Aqd ‘Ataq).” The entrance is crowned with a trefoil arch (‘Aqd

?® Holy Quran, Surat al- Higr, verse (46).

*’ High-Relief (al-Naht Bariz): It is an artistic form in which the outer shape of the
element is determined before the artist engraves the background around it .So that, the
element itself is higher than the level of the background itself. When this style of high-
relief is easier than the bas-relief, it became preferred for implementing of inscriptions
on solid materials like marble and this is why such engraving is performed very slowly
and carefully. The foundation text of al-Mi‘allim Mustafa Ibrahim al-Faham was
implemented with this method (pl.11). For More about the method of High-Relief (al-
Naht Bariz), See:

Howary et Rached, Steles Funeraires, (Le Caire, tome I, 1932), 7; Muhammed Ibrahim,
Wafa’, (2003). "al-Ruh am fi al- ‘Asr al-Mamluki al- Garkasi bimadinat al-Qhira,
Dirasa ’Atiriyya Faniyya", (Master Thesis, Faculty of Arts, Tanta University, 2003), 76-
78.

*® The Tympanum (Nafis): Tympanum is the semi-circular or triangular decorative wall
surface upon the entrance, bounded by a lintel and reliving arch. Most Islamic buildings
have this element. Tympanum appeared for the first time in Islamic architecture in Egypt
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Madan’i). *° The hood of the arch is decorated with stalactites
(Mugrnsat),>* flanked by continuous molding (al- Gift al-La‘b)>* with

free of decoration like the Tympanum in this study. At the end of the Fatimid period the
tympanum was developed and decorated like the tympanum in the entrance of al- Salih
Talai* mosque (555 A.H. / 1160 A.D). The tympanum was developed in the Ayyubid,
Mamluk, and Ottoman Islamic architecture. In the1e™ and the beginning of the 20"
centuries the time of this study, the tympanum was used upon several entrances and
windows of Funeral, religious and civil buildings like the Mausoleum al-Mi‘allim
Mustafa Ibrahim al-Faham in this article (pl.10,11). . For More, See:

Fahmi Karim, Sahinda, (1987) "Gawama' Wa-Masgid 'Umara’ al- Nasir Muhammed
ibn Qalawan",( Ph.d. Thesis,Faculty of Archaeology, Cairo University), 388-390.

* The Reliving Arch (‘Aqd ‘Ataq): This arch is a segmental one which is used to
relieve arches from the vertical forces, and was found in the Hawrans foundations in
Damascus in the first century. In Islamic architecture, the earliest example of the
Relieving arch was found in Qasr al- Hayr al-Sarqi (110 A. H., 728-729 A.D.). The
tympanum was developed in the Ayyubid, Mamluk, and Ottoman Islamic architecture.
In the19™ and the beginning of the 20" centuries the time of this study, the Reliving Arch
was used over several entrances of Funeral and religious buildings like the Mausoleum
al-Mi‘allim Mustafa Ibrahim al-Faham (pl.10,11). in our study.

Center for Planning and Architectural Studies, Principals of Architectural Design, 453.
**The Trefoil Arch ( ‘Aqd Madan’1 ): It was one of the types of arches. It was used
widely in the main entrances of Islamic buildings in different periods in Egypt especially
in Mamluk and Ottoman periods. The earliest example of trefoil arch was found in the
portal of al- Bundugdariyya Madrasa (660 A.H./ 1262-1263 A.D.). The portal arch of Zin
al- Din Madrasa (697 A.H, 1298 A.D.) is the earliest still existing example. In the19™ and
the beginning of the 20™ centuries the time of this study, the Trefoil Arch was used to
crown several entrances Islamic buildings like the Mausoleum al-Mi‘allim Mustafa
Ibrahim al-Faham (pl.10). in our study.

Center for Planning and Architectural Studies, Principals of Architectural Design, 452.

*! Stalactites (Mugqrnsat): Stalactite is one of the most characteristic features of Islamic
architecture and is used throughout most of the Muslim world. Mugarnas is usually
associated with domes, doors and niches-although it is often applied to other
architectural features and is sometimes used as an ornamental band on a flat surface. The
earliest example of stalactites was found at Nishapur in eastern Iran, and dates to the late
9™ or 10™ century. In Egypt stalactites were first found in the cornice of the lower part of
the minaret at al-Guiytasi mosque (478 A. H. / 1085 A. D.) during the Fatimid period.
The stalactites were used also to cover the corners of the transition zones of the domes
between the circular shape of the dome and the square shape supporting it. The
stalactites were used for the first time in the facades of the mosques, in the fagade of al-
’Agamr mosque (519 A. H. /1125 A. D.). The stalactites were continuously developed
and used in all the Islamic periods in Egypt in facades and portals. Stalactites were used
also as a decorative element in religious, funeral, public and residential establishments.
In the19™ and the beginning of the 20™ centuries the time of this study, the stalactites was
used to decorate the entrances of Islamic buildings like the mosque of al- Imam al-
Safa‘7(1303-1309A.H./1885-1891A.D.), the mosque of Salih Abu Hadid(1280-1284 A.H.
/1863 -1867A.D.), the mosque of Qusan(1299-1311A.H./1873-1893A.D.) and the mosque
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circular forms, ending with a circle (Mima). The soffit of the arch hood is
decorated with two tiers of stalactites. The whole fagade of the entrance
block is adorned with continuous molding with circular forms. The facade
of this part is crowned also with crenellations in the shape of trefoil plant
leaf like the other parts. On both sides of the entrance block, there is a
relieving arch mounting on two engaged columns with round shafts, each
has a base and capital of stalactites.

THE MAUSOLEUM OF AL-HAG IBRAHIM HUSSIYN AL-ZAIYAT

This Mausoleum is located at Nagim al-Din Street in Bab al-Nasr
Cemetery (Fig.1). It was erected by al-Hag*® Ibrahim Hussiyn al-Zaiyat in
(1340 A.H. /1921 A.D.).

of al- Sayyidah Nafisah(1314-1316A.H./1893-1895 A.D.), and the Mausoleum of al-
Mi‘allim Mustafa Ibrahim al-Faham in this study. (pl.10,14). For More about the
stalactites, See:

Andraw Petersen, (1996). Dictionary of Islamic Architecture, (Rout ledge, London and
New York), 206-208; Al-Basha, Hassan, (1965). "The Mugarans, A genuine
Characteristic of Islamic Art, its Early used and Development in Domes", Minber al-
Islam, no.5, 34- 37; Al-Basha, Hassan, (1965). "The Mugarnas; Its use in Islamic
Doorways and Domes" , Minbar al- Islam , no.6, 22-25; Center for Planning and
Architectural Studies, Principals of Architectural Design, p.442; Muhammed Amin,
Muhammed, ‘Alf Ibrahim, Laila, (1990). al-Mustaalhat al-Mi‘mariyya fi al-Wata’iq al-
Mamlukiyya, Dar a-Nasr bi al-Gam‘a al-Amrikiyya, Cairo), 113;. Fahmi Karim,
Sahinda, (1987). Gawama‘ Wa-Masgid, 366-374.

*> The Continuous Molding (al- Gift al-La‘b): Molding is a strip of material with
various profiles used to cover transitions between surfaces or for decoration. The
molding is made from wood and stones. The molding as a geometrical decorative
element is adorned nearly the most of entrances and windows of Islamic buildings of this
era, like mosques, Sabils, Mausoleums and also the civil buildings. In the19™ and the
beginning of the 20™ centuries the time of this study, the Continuous Molding was used
to decorate the entrances of Islamic buildings like the Mausoleum al-Mi ‘allim Mustafa
Ibrahim al-Faham in this study (pl.10). For More about the Continuous Molding, See:
‘Abdelrhim Ibrahim, Gamal, (1991). "al- Huliyyat al-Mi‘mariyya a-Zuhrufiyya ‘ala
‘Ama’r al-Qahira fi fi al- ‘Asr al-Mamluki al- Garkast",(Ph.d. Thesis,Faculty of
Archaeology, Cairo University, 1991), 84-93; Muhammed Rizq, ‘Asam, (2000).
Mu‘gam Mustaalhat al-‘Imarah, 66; Muhammed Amin, Muhammed, ‘Ali Ibrahim, Laila,
(1990). al-Mustaalhat al-Mi ‘mariyya, 29.

** Al-Hag: This title was given to the person who led the pilgrimage to the Ka‘ba in
Mecca. It was given also to the great persons (Paswat) in the Ottoman period in Egypt.
This title is appeared in the foundation text of many Ottoman buildings in Cairo such as
the foundation text of Manzil and Sabil al-Kiridliyya (1041 A.H.) as it was mentioned
the title of al-Hag for (al-Hag Muhammed ibn al-Marhaim al-Hag Salim). For More, See:
Mustafa Barakat, al-’ Algab wa- al-Waza’if al- ‘Utmaniyya, 206-208.
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THE DESCRIPTION

This mausoleum has two facades. The western one is the main facade
overlooking Nagim al-Din Street, while the eastern fagade overlooking a
side street. They are symmetrical and accurately identical in architectural
and decorative design except for the height of the main facade that is one
meter high (Fig.9, pl. 12).

THE WESTERN FACADE: It is the main facade of the mausoleum because
it has the main entrance that is higher one meter than the rest of the facade
wall. It is topped by a row of crenellations in the form of tri-foiled motifs.
The entrance block begins with a single stone step leading directly to the
entry opening. It is a rectangular opening with two-leaf wooden door with
Iron castings. They have various floral decorative units. It is topped by an
inscription in a square white marble slab. It records the name of the
founder and date of construction preceded by a Qur’anic verse.

AR (v I

Gl o ) ) Y

THE TRANSLITERATION

Bismi I1aht ar-Rahmani ar-Rahim.

Ya 'Aiyatuha An-Nafsu Al-Mutma’innah
Irji‘T "T1a Rabbiki Radiyatan

Mardiyah

Fadkhuli fi ‘Ibadt

Wa Adhuli Gannati

Madfan “Aa’ilt al-Marhtim Ibrahim Hussiyn ".

NoabkowhE

THE TRANSLATION

1. "In the name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful
2. To the righteous it will be said, "O reassured soul **
3. Return to your Lord, well-pleased/

** Holy Qur’an, Surat al- Fagr, verse (27).
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4. And pleasing [to Him]*

5. And enter among my [righteous] servants®

6. And enter My Paradise"?.

7. The Mausoleum of the family of the late Ibrahtm Hussiyn ".
It is adorned thoroughly by continuous molding with circular forms. In
addition, it is topped by two rows of Stalactites. Each of these rows
consists of seven Stalactites, in two levels of pendentives that are adjacent
to the wall. On their upper part, before the end of the entrance, there is a
foundational inscription. It is carried out on a rectangular white marble
panel. It consists of two lines in high-relief Tulut script says that (pl. 13):

Sl Gaen byl ) chaal e Ll
VAT A Y A aililes sl G asagell ) LY
THE TRANSLITERATION

1. ’Ansa’ Hada al-Madfan al-Hag Ibrahim Hussiyn al-Zaiyat.
2. lbn al-Marhim Hussiyn Ibrahim wa ‘A’ilatah Sanat 1340 A.H.-
Sanat 1921 A.D.).

THE TRANSLATION

1. This Mausoleum was established by al-Hag Ibrahim Hussiyn al-
Zaiyat.

2. The Son of the late Hussiyn Ibrahim and his family in 1340 A.H. -
in 1921 A.D.".

To the right and left of this panel, there are floral decorative units
mediated by a circle including in its right side the word of his Majesty
(4) , Allah, and in its left the word "< Muhammad". This panel is also
topped by a band of inscription containing a Qur'anic verse reads as
follows:

I G e Ly Sl DI -Gl OB (e pglle (sl XD
THE TRANSLITERATION

Wa al-Mala'ikatu Yad h ultina ‘Alayhim min Kulli Babin Salamun
‘Alaykum Bima $ abartum Fani‘ma ‘Ugba Ad-Dar.

** Holy Qur’an, Surat al- Fagr, verse (2).
** Holy Qur’an, Surat al- Fagr, verse (29).
*” Holy Qur’an, Surat al- Fagr, verse (30).
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THE TRANSLATION

And the angels will enter upon them from every gate, [saying] >, "Peace
be upon you for what you patiently endured. And excellent is the final
home™.

The entire panel is encircled by a stone fret. The entrance ends from the
upper part with a row of trefoil plant crenellations. The architect executed
three windows in this facade, one on the right side and the other two on
the left side. They are symmetrical and accurately identical in
architectural and decorative design. A two-leaf wooden door closes upon
them from inside. It has some overlapping geometric shapes such as
squares and polygons.

As for the exterior part, there are iron castings with various geometric
decorative units topped by joggled vousiors*’( Sangat Mizrrah) and the
Mugarnas which consists of five stalactites and two levels of pendentives
adjacent to the wall. On both sides of the window, there is an embedded
column with a circular shaft and a base. The architect decorated the entire
facade in the corners with an embedded column consisting of a round
shaft and a stalactite crown. In addition, there is a stone bench in front of
the facade in its same length to be used for sitting while visiting the tomb.

THE SABIL AL-HAG AHMED AHMED AL-SAMAHI

This Sabil * is located at Nagim al-Din Street in Bab al-Nasr Cemetery
(Fig. 1). It was established by al-Hag Ahmed Ahmed al-Samaht in (1332
A.H./ 1913 A.D.).

® Holy Qur’an, Surat al- Ra‘d, verse (23).

3 Holy Qur’an, Surat al- Ra‘d, verse (24).

*Joggled Voussoirs :The earliest example of joggled voussoirs is found in Roman
architecture particularly in Spain and France where they are used in bridge construction,
The joggled voussoirs were used for the first time in Islamic architecture in the lintel
above the entrance of the greater enclosure at Qasr al- Hayr al-Sarqi (110 A. H., 728-
729 A.D). After that, the joggled voussoirs were developed and became characteristic
feature of Ayyubid and Mamluk architecture, In Egypt, the earliest example of joggled
voussoirs is found in the entrances of al- Hakim mosque in the Fatimid period. It
appeared in this study in the mausoleum of Ibrahim Hussiyn al-Zaiyat (pl.12, 13), for
more See: Andraw Petersen, (1996). Dictionary of Islamic Architecture, 137; Gamal
‘Abdelrhim Ibrahim, Gamal, al- Huliyyat al-Mi‘mariyya a-Zuhrufiyya, 22-37.

* Sabil: The word Sabil in Arabic means a path or a road. The Sabil in Islamic
architecture is a drinking fountain, charitably endowed to distribute free drinking water
to the people, as a drink place. It is derived from the verb (Sabala) which means which
means to let fall, drop, to let hang down and to pour water. In many situations, the
Muslim to give water to his fellow men and animals, as a feature of charity that has a
great reward in the hereafter day. The word Sabil is mentioned in the Holy Qur’an 116
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THE DESCRIPTION

This Sabil consists of a circular room for Tasbil, which contains two
windows for Tasbil. The facade of the Sabil takes the shape of a circular
tower shaped structure*? (Fig.10, pl. 14). It overlooks the main Street of

times, For More, See: Mostafa, Salah Lamei, (1989). "The Cairene Sabil, Form and
Meaning" Mugarnas, no.6, (1989):33; Hasim Tarba§, Muhammed, (1995). "Asbilat al-
Qarn al-Tasi* ‘Asr fi al-Qahira”, (Master thesis, Faculty of Arts, South Valley
University), 45- 47; Williams, Caroline, (1999). Islamic monuments in Cairo, the
practical Guide, The AUC press, Cairo, 155.

* The Sabil is appeared in Egypt in the beginning of the 6" century of Higra. It is worth
of mention that, the oldest known foundation text on a Sabil is existed in Damascus. It is
dated (470 A.H. /1077, A.D.), while the oldest surviving Sabil in Cairo is the Sabil of al-
Nasir Muhammad Ibn Qalawan dated (726 A.H. /1326 A.D.), that is located next to the
architectural collection of his father al-Sultan Qalawin in the street of al- Mu’izz 1T Din
Illah. In fact the architecture of the Sabil as a place for drinking water is developed in the
Mamluk and Ottoman periods in Egypt. The Sabil in the Mamluk period is distinguished
with the appearance of a special type of the large Tasbil windows, which correspond
with the purpose to which the Sabil was erected. The Sabil windows consists of vertical
iron grille intersected with another horizontal and connected to , through iron pommel to
form squares from which the drinking tankards hanged from , the Sabil windows were
flanked by a row of marble joggled voussiors decorated with the red and white or black
and white colures alternately . The Sabil window also provided with a sitting marble or
stone Mastaba in front of it, and was supported on stone stand and this Mastaba was
specialized to put the drinking tankards. During the ottoman period the architecture of
the Sabil developed , and the Sabil was commonly erected free standing, separated from
the mass of the religious or civil buildings, such as the Sabil of al-Amir Muhammed
(1014 A.H./1605A.D). The Ottoman Sabils distinguished with a great care choosing their
location, their architecture and ornaments as well of a great endowment to spend on
these Sabils to pay for the porters and to buy the Sabil tools and requirements. The Sabil
in Ottoman period divide into two patterns for the design and formation of the building.
In both patterns the Sabil building includes a Sabil and Kuttab above in one block
following the Circassian Mamluk deseign. In the19™ and the beginning of the 20"
centuries the time of this study, the architecture of Sabil is developed and takes the shape
of semi-circular fagade like the Sabil of Muhammed ‘Ali in al-Nahssin (1244 A.H. / 1828-
1829 A.D.). The architecture of Sabil is affected with the European styles of architecture
like Rococo and Barouk. In this study the Sabil of al-Hag Ahmed Ahmed al-Samahi
takes the shape of semi- circular fagade, and it contains two Tasbil windows like the
Sabils of 19" century in Cairo (pl.14). For More about the development of the architecture

of Sabil in Egypt, See: Mostafa, Salah Lamei, (1989). The Cairene Sabil, 34-38;
Hasim Tarbas, Muhammed, (1995). Asbilat al-Qarn al-Tasi‘ “ASr, 47-48; Abd al-
Wahab Amin, Nahed, (2002). "Monuments of Imam al-Shaf'l Area and its
Tourist Development”, (Master Thesis, Faculty of Tourism and Hotels, Helwan
University), 296-299; Hamid al- Hussini, Mahmid, (1988). Al-Asbila al-
‘Utmaniyya bi Madinat al-Qahira (1517 A.H./ 1798 A.D.), (Maktabat Madbali,
Cairo).
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Nagim al-Din with two Tasbil windows" (water dispensing Windows).
Each window is covered with an iron metal grill. The Tasbil windows are
followed by three tiers of Stalactites that are adjacent to the wall. They are
three decorative levels of Stalactites, followed by an inscription between
the two blocks of Tasbil windows. The inscription is carried out on a
rectangular white slab of marble. It consists of a Qur’anic verse in bas-
relief Riq‘a script in five lines says that (Fig.5, pl. 15):

Dyl U 26 2l .Y

s e A Guls .8

(]

THE TRANSLITERATION

1. Wa Hulla *Asawira Min Fiddatin.

2. Wa Sagahum Rabbuhum Sarabaan Tahiira.
3. al-Hag Ahmed Ahmed al-Samahi.

4. Ta'asasa fi Gurrat Sawwal.

5. Sanat 1332 Hijriya"

THE TRANSLATION

1. And they will be adorned with bracelets of silver.
2. And their Lord will give them a purifying drink.*
3. Al-Hag Ahmed Ahmed al-Samahi.

4. Established in the beginning of Sawwal.

5. Inthe year of (1332 A.H.).

The Tasbil windows are crowned with a pointed arch® in the same Iron
shutter that can be closed upon it from outside. It is decorated with

* Tasbil windows: The Tasbil windows are considered one of the main elements in the
formation of Sabil. It crowned with the semi- circular or pointed arch or any type of
arches. It closed by brass or iron or bronze windows of grille. The number of windows
differs from Sabil to other according to the area of Sabil. The Tasbil windows of 19"
century Sabils in Cairo are decorated with Rococo and Barouk ornaments. In this Study
Tasbil window of the Sabil of al-Hag Ahmed Ahmed al-Samahi is crowned with pointed
arch and covered with iron grille that decorated with geamterical decorations (pl.14).

* Holy Qur’an, Surat al-’Insan, verse (21).

* The pointed arch: The earliest example of pointed arches in Egypt was found in ‘Amr
ibn al- “‘As mosque, and later was used in different Islamic buildings. The pointed arch
was developed and takes some shapes like the pointed arch with three centers, and
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various geometrical patterns. Below the shutter, there are three circular
openings from which people can drink water. Each Tasbil window is
topped by two octagonal Stalactites, one from the side and the other from
the pendentive. Each Tasbil window is adjacent to two engaged columns
in the same wall. They take the form of an octagonal shaft from ends with
Stalactite base and capital. The lower part of the Sabil block is crowned
with a row of simple-shaped Stalactites. The facade of the Sabil is topped
by a row of crenellations on the shape of trefoil plant leaf.

THE TOURISTIC STUDY

The Cemetery Bab al-Nasr needs a great effort to be developed and put on
the Egyptian tourism map. This cemetery contains a great number of
neglected Funeral establishments. It includes a lot of tombs of ‘Ulama’
(Muslim scholars), "Awliya’ (guardians), jurists of Islam and historians.
This area is a meant for many people to visit the tombs of *Awliya’ in
their birth celebration (al-Mawlid).In this study, the researcher will offer
some solutions and suggestions to develop this area.

THE OBSTACLES OF TOURISTIC DEVELOPMENT AT BAB AL-NASR
CEMETERY

The most important obstacles that facing the tourist development of the
monuments of Bab al-Nasr Cemetery are summarized in:

= The problem of the urban deterioration of the area of Bab al-Nasr
cemetery. This includes the absence of construction controls
represented by the urban encroachment on the archeological site,
which leads to the loss of its tourist attractions.*

= Bad conditions of roads inside the cemetery of Bab al-Nasr. The
main road of the cemetery (Nagim al-Din Street) lacks most of the
vital utilities.

= The lack of water closets, ambulances or security patrols - whether
stable and mobile - which provide reassurance in the hearts of the
local citizens and visitors.

= Lack of lighting or green parks to provide the visitors with a sense
of psychological comfort.

pointed arch with four shapes. This type of arches is appeared in the Tasbil windows of
the Sabil of al-Hag Ahmed Ahmed al-SamahT in this study (pl.14). For More, See: Salah
Lam ‘a1l Mustafa, (1977). A- Turat al-Mi ‘mari, p.97.

* Kamal Madbali, Mustfa, (1992). "’I‘adat Ta hil al-Manatq al-Markaziyya dat al-Qima
al-Siyahiyya al- Tarih iyya fi al-Diwal al-Namiyya,Dirast Hala al-Qahira", (Master
Thesis, Faculty of Engineering, Cairo Univeristy),199.
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The absence of responsible individuals or officials working under
the auspices of archaeological authorities, or Tourism Police or
the Ministry of Tourism or Cairo Governorate or any other entity
to be responsible for Bab al-Nasr Cemetery, its monuments,
preservation and development.

The area is free of any entertainment or services such as
restaurants and multi-storey hotels.

The problem of traffic congestion, which leads to a long waiting
period and loss of tourist's time. This problem exacerbates during
the celebration of "Ahl al-Bayt Mawalids (Birth Anniversaries)
especially al-Lila al-Kibira (The Grand Night), such as the famous
Mawlid of Saydi Yunis al-S‘adi which held annually in 14-22
Gumadi al-’ Ula.

The problem of illiteracy and lack of religious tourism awareness
of the value of religious shrines and their importance. This is due
to the fact that illiterate visitors represent a large percentage of the
number of visitors during the establishment of Mawalid
celebrations. In addition, some of these visitors may have
irresponsible behaviors during the visit, and their goals may not
agree with the etiquette of visiting the righteous. These behaviors
may lead to chaos that affects the atmosphere of worship, as
happens in the mausoleum of Sheikh Younis al-Sa'di at Bab al-
Nasr cemetery.

The problem of the narrow yards and fields of some shrines,
which limits assimilating large numbers of visitors or participants
in these religious celebrations.

The problem of the inhabited courtyards. A lot of mausoleums in
Bab al-Nasr cemetery are inhabited with people.

THE CURRENT SITUATION OF BAB AL-NASR CEMETERY

After reviewing the current situation of the area and the problems it faces,
the situation can be assessed as follows:

The continuous deterioration of the current environmental and
urban conditions of the area led to the loss of a large part of its
aesthetic, historical and archaeological value.

The status reflects a serious waste of a valuable cultural and
religious resource, especially in light of the archaeological and
historical importance of this area and its relationship to Islamic
history.

This cemetery needs a comprehensive administrative system to
regain its value as a distinctive religious site. It is in dire need of a
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comprehensive tourism development plan. In addition, it has no
economic return due to its nature as a cemetery with useless ruins.
Despite the presence of many tourist and archaeological
attractions in this site, it became a haven for the commons,
criminals and street children.

= |n order to become a tourist attraction, it is important to provide
this area with all modern facilities and services for convenience of
tourists of all classes. Monuments are unexploited resources that
should be developed to fit tourism in the context of understanding
the close relationship between the monuments and tourism. The
coherent relationship  requires combining both into a
comprehensive plan with mutual non-conflicting objectives.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR DEVELOPING THE MONUMENTS OF BAB
AL-NASR CEMETERY

Bab al-Nasr cemetery is a significant archaeological and historical site
due to its distinct location in an important area of Islamic Egypt as a
natural extension of al-Mu‘izz and Fatimid Cairo streets. In addition, it
has a pivotal location between old Cairo and modern Cairo which
facilitated connecting it to the Ring Road, Munsh'at Nasser and Autostrad
Road. Moreover, it once located on the road of pilgrimage and armies.
Hence, the researcher develops several suggestions and basic projects for
developing religious tourism and highlighting the position of Bab al-Nasr
Cemetery and the surrounding area on the tourist map of Egypt.

* Reviving the northern gates of Islamic Cairo (Bab al-Futth and
Bab al-Nasr) by removing the existing buildings and
transgressions in al- “Uttf district, restoring the demolished part of
the northern wall and restoring the situation as it was upon
establishing Cairo.

= Developing a project for sound and light that tells the history of
this ancient city.

* Turning a part of Bab al-Nasr Cemetery into a park and a tourist
complex, planning a distinctive design such as the memorial in the
form of an Islamic tower containing pictures and biographies of
the great historians, scholars and the sheikhs buried in the
cemetery of Bab al-Nasr whose tombs faded into the oblivion.

» The need to implement a sound and light project in the yard facing
the right side of Bab al-Nasr to narrate the story of Islamic
conquest of Egypt and establishing the Islamic capitals of Egypt.
It should shed light upon the monuments of this important area.
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CONCLUDING REMARKS

In the light of this descriptive and touristic study, the researcher
concluded the following:

The study dealt with six Islamic monuments represented by five
funeral mausoleums and one Sabil established at the nineteenth
and the beginning of the twentieth centuries, published for first
time.

The study highlighted the diversity of decorations on the facades
of these courtyards, whether geometric, floral or inscriptional
decorative units.

Hence, the importance of this research is clear as it directs the
attention of researchers and specialists of Islamic monuments to
this new collection of Islamic monuments.

The researcher recommends increasing the awareness to their
significance and taking the necessary procedures for their
registration upon the list of Islamic monuments.

The study pointed out to some Islamic titles as stated in the
foundational or renewal inscriptions of the monuments under
investigation.

The study stressed the importance of tourism development for Bab
al-Nasr Cemetery in Cairo and enlisting it's upon the map of
religious tourism in Cairo. It also stressed the need to develop a
media plan to highlight the advantages of this area and direction
the attention of tourism companies to its importance.

The study referred to some Islamic architectural elements that
appeared on facades of courtyards and Sabils.

The study pointed to some personalities, which were identified
from the foundational texts on the monuments under investigation.
The study confirmed the use of architectural and decorative
elements in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
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Pl. 1 The Fagade of the Courtyard of
Muhammed Abu al-‘lla
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Pl. 3 The Foundation Text of the

Courtyard of Muhammed Abu al-‘lla
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PI. 5 The Main Facade of the
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Pl. 2 The Main Entrance of the
Courtyard of Muhammed Abu al-
‘Ila
(The Researcher)

PI. 4 The Shape of fe Dme of the
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Pl. 6 The Tulut Seventh Poetic lines Pl.7 The Fondation Text of the
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Pl. 10 The Main Fagade of the
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Pl. 11 The Foundation Text of the Pl. 12 The Fagade of the
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Pl. 13 The Foundation Text of the Pl. 14 The Eastern Facade of the
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(The Researcher) (The Researcher)

Pl. 15 The Foundation Text of the
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