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The French attempts to Economic Penetration in the
Arabian Gulf Region From the period of seventeenth to
nineteenth century

Abstract

This study deals with the strategic plans adopted by the French
Empire in order to control the Arabian Gulf region; From the 17" to
19" century. Which is based on three main goals, perhaps the most
important of which is the economic goal, that lies in the establishment
of the French East India company similar to the British East India
company. As for the prominent political goal, it’s working to cut off
eastern roads from Britain and break its dominance over the strategic
outlets and commercial centers, especially in the Arab region; aspiring
to monopolize the spice trade and other commercial commodities.
However, these French aspirations clashed with Britain’s desire for
unilateral hegemony over the roads and routs between East and West.

This study illustrates on France’s attempts to compete with
Britain in the Arabian Gulf region to build trade relations in the
region, those plans that clashed with British interests.

It assumed that the internal conflicts in France during the 17" to
19" century were the reason for France’s failure to achieve its external
goals in the Gulf.

The study drew its material from a number of sources and
references that dealt with this subject and focus on some aspects that
period, and the events that followed.

Keywords: Arabian Gulf, France, the French East India
Company, Trade Routes.
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