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rural life and its virtues When the Roman writers

Summary :

This article deals with the image of rural life and what is distinguished by
it for the ancient Roman writers, and sheds light on the call to return to
simple rural life and rural morals, and also presents the works of writers
about the countryside and the need to return to the roots . Where
simplicity and tranquility escape the noise of life and relaxation away from
burdens and obligations
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Pulmentaria, ut intibum aut aliqua id genus herba, et ius maenarum, bene
habet; sed mictilis haec est.
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Venio nunc ad voiuptates agricolarum, quibus ego incredibiliter delector;
quae nec ulla impediun-tur senectute et mihi ad sapientis vitam
proximevidentur accedere. Habent enim rationem cum terra, quae numaguam
recusat imperium nec umguam sine usura redditquod accepit, sed alias

minorepierumque maiore cum faenore; quamguam me quidem non fructus
modo, sed etiam ipsius terrae vis ac natura delectat.
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quoniam in Catone Maiore satis multa diximus, illim assumes quae ad hunc
locum pertinebunt.
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Otium si essem consecutus, Fundania, commodious tibi
haec scriberem, quae nunc, ut potero, exponamcogitans esse
properandum, quod, ut dicitur,
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Viri magni nostri maiores non sine causa prae-ponebant rusticos
Romanos urbanis. Ut run enimqui in villa vivunt ignaviores, quam qui in
agro ver-santur in aliquo opere faciendo, sic qui in oppidosederent, quam
qui rura colerent, desidiosiores puta-bant.
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agricola incurvo terram dimovit aratro: hie anni labor, hinc patriam
parvosque nepotessustinet, hinc armenta bourn meritosque iuvencos. nec
requies, quin aut pomis exuberet annusaut fetu pecorum aut Cerealis
mergite culmi, proventuque oneret sulcos atque horrea vincat. venit hiems:
teritur Sicyonia baca trapetis, glande sues laeti redeunt, dant arbuta silvae;
et varies ponit fetus autumnus, et altemitis in apricis coquitur vindemia
saxis.
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Etruria crevit scilicet et rerum facta est pulcherrima Roma,
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manu; Nec spes destituat, sed frugum semper aceruosPraebeat et pleno

pinguia musta lacu: nam veneror, seu stipes habet desertus in agrissou

uetus in trivio florida serta lapis, et quodcumque imhi pomum novus educat
annus libatum agricolam ponitur ante deum
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Prisca iuvent alios: ego me nunc denique natum Gratulor: haec aetas
moribus apta meis. Non quia nunc terrae lentum subducitur aurum,
Lectaque diverse litore concha venit: Nec quia decrescunt effosso marmore
montes, Nec quia caeruleae mole fugantur aquae: Sed quia cultus adest, nec
nostros mansit in annosRusticitas, priscis ilia superstes avis.
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sees unica imperil populi Romani, L. Quinctius trans
Tiberim, contra eum ipsum locum ubi nunc iiavalia sunt, quattuor
iugerum colebat agrum, quae prata Quinctia vocantur. Ibi ab
legatis-seu fossam fodiens palae innixus, set cum araret, operi
certe, id quod constat, agresti intentus-salute data invicem
redditaque rogatus ut, quod bene verteret ipsi reique publicae,
togatus mandata senatus au-diret, admiratus rogitansque "satin
salve?"
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quaerimus noctesque libidinibus et ebrietatibus, diesludo vel somno
consumimus, ac nosmet ipsosducimus fortunatos, quod nec orientem
solem videmus nec occidentem. Itaque istam vitam socordem
persequitur valetudo. Nam sic iuvenum corpora fluxa et resoluta sunt,
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Dum tu forsitan inquietus erras Clamosa, luvenalis, in Subura,
Aut collem dominae tens Dianae; Dum per limina te potentiorum
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dormire quotiens libuit, imus ad viilam.

' - Mart. Epigr. 12. 57. 1-6
" - Mart. Epigr. 12. 57. 27 -28

1186



e daaa Adh Al /2 82022 by piadl g (udliad) daad)

: Al il

Agaaly GO st L sasall 5y5pm e Olag il QUSH Lpansy 1 saall Alil) 538 Ciaus

. ;Gﬁ};}l& chﬁ@ww‘}‘@oQﬂ\

ol e lgile ooamy ol 8 damgdal) slall U asall Slag )l e heilly Lol LS culg
- eIl g Gulil) ale L Gyt Gl (e (B (e iy Lo Copatiand ) ALY

AT el I andl sa dgyshbueY) Ay dyyseand) e 5aY) Asjall Gl olall ansill oIS
- Aaileg,l) 3yl G e g yal) At W BLe dliadll ) 83all Gl LY

A B asll Gallile i GuslSsl e Ay lag ) QUSH Y bl Cuaa A
Cdl CulS ) Anaall sl agied) Ledey Al @BIAY 5ol I Jleg )l adinall dals

fan ) dabaiall agiba dxglal elaal¥ls V) DYl Layl slall Ll duhall ol
selll e Vs aginiles pee))s ael Cnlaiize el g st aa gty uadll (35 )8 aa
el Lyl illy adilly syl Jlog agle 2525 AS a g Jalis LelS agila CilSa slall il

1187



e daaa Adh Al /2 82022 by piadl g (udliad) daad)

: Al ol : Y3

Cato the Elder. (1934) De Agri Cultura. Translated by W. D. Hooper and
Harrison Boyd Ash. Loeb Classical Library. Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press,.

Columella. (1941) De Re Rustica. Translated by Harrison Boyd Ash. Loeb
Classical Library. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press,.

Grattius. Cynegeticon. (1934) Translated by J. Wight Duff and Arnold M.
Duff. Loeb Classical Library. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press,.

Martial. (1993) Epigrams. Loeb Classical Library. Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press,.

Pliny the Elder. (1938) Naturalis Historia. Edited by H. Rackham. Loeb
Classical Library. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press,.

Varro. Rerum Rusticarum. (1934) Edited by W. D. Hooper and Harrison Boyd
Ash. Loeb Classical Library. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press,.

Virgil. Georgics. (1993) Edited by H. Rushton Fairclough. Revised by G.P.
Goold. Loeb Classical Library. (1999) Cambridge, MA: Harvard University
Press,. London,.

Ovid : Tristia Ex Ponto, (1986) Trans. By. Butter. H. E., (L.C.L.), London,.

Pliny the Elder-.Natural History, (1942) Trans. By. Rackham. H., (L.C.L.),
London,.

Propertius Sextus Aurelius, Trans. By. (1924) Butter. H. E., (L.C.L.) Vol. I,
London,.

Quintilian : The Institutio Oratoria, (1993) Trans. By Butter. H. E., (L.C.L.)
London,.

Vigrilius : Eclogues; (1986) Georgics & Aneneid I-VI Trans. By. Fairclough.
H.R., (L.C.L), London,.

: Al 1) gal g
e GriffinJ., (1976 ) " Augustan Poetry and Life of Luxury ", JRS 66, P.90 .
e Putnam M. C.J., (1970) Virgil's Pastoral Art, Princeton, ,.
e RamageE. S., (1960) " Early Roman Urbanity ", AJPh 81, pp. 55-72.

e Braund S. H., (1989) " City and Country in Roman Satire ", in S. H. Braund
(edit. ) Satire and Society in Ancient Rome, Exeter, ,

1188



e daaa Adh Al /2 82022 by piadl g (udliad) daad)

e Hodge H. G., (1944) Roman Panorama : A Background for to-day,
Cambridge, ,

Lihlewood R. J., ( 1982 ) " Politics in Augustan Poetry ", ANRW2, pp. 311-
325.

Alpers P., (1979) The Singer of the Eclogues : A Study of Virgilian
Pastoral, California,

1189



