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Study of a group of Akhmemeid Coptic textile fragments decorated with the
theme of The Visit of the Magi.
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Abstract

Akhmim was famous for the abundance of Christian religious Iconography,
from the fifth century until the tenth century AD, and in particular religious drawings
on textiles, especially subjects depicted from the Bible. Pictorial themes from the New
Testament have come down to us, executed on Coptic textile pieces that were
discovered in Akhmim, including the theme of the visit of the Magi. Since the end of
the nineteenth century, excavations began in the Akhmim Necropolis, whether they
were official excavations or secret excavations.

These works resulted in countless collections of Coptic textiles, or pieces of
textiles with Christian motifs. The major international museums contain huge
numbers that are attributed to Akhmim. Among these artifacts, we have six pieces of
textiles depicting the subject of the visit of the Magi to Christ after his birth.

The research aims to present the pieces of Coptic textile attributed to Akhmim,
decorated with the theme of the visit of the Magi, a descriptive and documentary
study, as well as an analysis of the decorative elements of this subject. With a
presentation of the most important opinions related to the motives of religious
Iconography on textiles and the social groups that wore these clothes. As well as
commenting on the dating of these artifacts.
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