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Abstract

The study aimed to analyze recent research trends for studies in-
terested in the issue of social networking sites by scientifically track-
ing Arab and foreign studies in the time period from 2010-2021 to
provide a clear analytical vision based on criteria (sample, methodo-
logical tools and results) and to provide suggestions that help devel-
opment. This study belongs to descriptive and analytical research,
and the researcher relied on conducting a survey of a number of
studies available in paper or electronic form, dealing with social
networking sites and published between 2010 and 2020. The study
reached a number of results:

* The noticeable rise in the rates of young people’s use of social
media, which the researcher attributed to the global crisis of Corona,
where most studies focused on the university youth category in par-
ticular and their neglect of some groups such as children, whether
kindergarten or primary, and neglected groups of the disabled de-
spite their need to use social networking sites To help her overcome
her mental health problem, or to assist her in her studies or work.

* Most of the studies repeated the same research ideas with dif-
ferent sample or time period applied, and not diversifying at the level
of procedures, most of them were descriptive and based on the sur-
vey method. As for data collection tools, survey forms and question-
naires were the most common tools.

* Neglecting the study of the economic and developmental ef-
fects of social media in other important areas such as health or gov-
ernment uses of these means and their beneficial use.

* Arab countries have acquired a large percentage of studies, and
Saudi Arabia, Jordan and Egypt were among the countries that paid
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most attention to research in this field, and the United States of
America acquired the largest share of foreign studies.

The study recommended: Expanding research into the uses of
groups other than university youth, such as children, the elderly and
women, and paying attention to the category of people with special
needs.

Expanding the study of the motives of individuals> use of social
media, in addition to studying the developmental and economic ef-
fects thereof.

Choosing new research ideas, focusing on empirical studies, and
taking into account the plurality of scientific methods and tools based
on them, in order to reach a deep analysis of the issue.
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