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Gershom ben Judah (1040) and His Doctrinal
Position Regarding the Provisions of Polygamy in
the Mishnah

Dr. Rania Rawhy Mahmoud Kamel
Lecturer of Middle Hebrew Literature
Faculty of Arts, Mansoura University

Abstract

Jewish law permitted marriage, and permitted marriage with
more than one wife (polygamy) and did not specify a number for it;
However, the Talmud limited the number to four on the condition
that the husband be able to provide for them. There have been many
cases of marriage with more than one between the prophets and
individuals. Since polygamy is legally permissible for the Jews and
there is no text prohibiting it, it appeared in the Middle Ages in the
tenth century who opposed this system; A scholar named Gershom
ben Judah (who was called the Light of The Exile) appeared. This
scholar gave an advisory opinion prohibiting polygamy among the
Jews, and this was based mainly on what the Jewish communities in
Europe faced in the Middle Ages of contempt and persecution
because of polygamy in them. This prohibition or prohibition was
accepted as law by all Ashkenazi Jews, but was not recognized by
the Sephardic communities. The research will clarify the doctrinal
position of Gershom ben Judah regarding polygamy in Judaism with
an analysis of some of the provisions of the Mishnah contained in
this regard.

Keywords: The Mishnah, Polygamy, Gershom ben Judah, The
Middle Ages, The Talmud.
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