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1. Introduction

The Fatimids relied on different races to form their army, which included the
Sudanese, Armenians, militants from Moroccan tribes that formed their army's core,
by which they took control of Egypt. This policy has been reflected in the country's
security and stability because of the competition between these races. The threat of
this policy did not emerge in the first half of the Fatimid era, under the wise powerful
successors; however, it came to the scene in the second half of the Fatimid era, which
was dominated by great viziers who diminished the caliphs' sovereignty. The era of
the Fatimid caliph Al-Mustansir Billah is a turning point between the era of the
caliphs deterrence to the danger of competing races of the army and the era of
increasing sovereignty of viziers that surpassed that of caliphs.

Egypt's economic conditions during al-Mustansir's era, particularly in the
period when the Nile decline began in 457 AH and lasted for seven years, had its
apparent impact on this political transition. The decline in the Nile water led to an
economic crisis and a famine that historians named as "al-Shidah al-Mustansiriyah"
(al-Mustansiriyah plight) as it was one of the most severe famine that impacted Egypt.
It casted its shadows upon the foods in Egypt and Cairo, increased prices and led to an
economic collapse that threatened the state, especially from the southern Christian

Nubian borders of Egypt1.
1.1. Considering this topic, the current study aims to the following:

The objectives of the study are as follows:

1. The extent of Fatimid viziers' contribution to war buildings in the Fatimid era.

2. Analysis and documentation of the architectural and decorative elements and
details of the defensive architecture and fortified gates of the Fatimid era.

3. Providing the necessary historical and archaeological information on the
fences and gates under study to bring their significance into focus.

4. Highlighting the role of Historic Cairo walls and gates in defending Cairo

against the invaders' campaigns.
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1.2. Importance of the Topic:

1. Shedding light objectively on the nature and essence of Islamic architecture in the
Fatimid era.
2. Shedding light on the contributions of the Fatimid Viziers to military and
defensive architecture in the Fatimid era
3. Shedding light on the most important materials used in building the gates of Cairo.
4. Identifying the architectural elements of the Cairo gates and studying the artistic
value of these elements and the stages of their development.
1.3 . This topic was chosen for several reasons, including:
1. Knowledge of the contributions of the Fatimid ministers in military architecture
2. ldentify the architectural elements of Cairo Gates
3. ldentify about building materials for Cairo's walls and gates

4. ldentify the importance of Cairo walls and gate in the Fatimid era

1.4. Research Methodology: It relied on the descriptive analytical Approach; it is
based on describing their nature, and analyzing the architecture elements of the walls

and gates.

2. Architects of Cairo Walls and Gates during Badr Al-Jamali's Era
(466-488 AH):

The Cairo Walls are of the most important architectural works carried out by Badr al-
Jamali in 358 AH. He was interested in the re-fortification of Cairo to protect it from
any aggression, especially since the historic walls of Jawhar were demolished. In
addition, he built in its north and south suburbs some architectural buildings that

needed to be incorporated into the Cairo walls?.

In the context of these crucial political and economic conditions, the expansion of
Cairo at the time of Badr al-Jamali's construction of its walls was limited. It included
an area of ca. 150 meters to the north - from the walls of Jawhar to those of Badr®. It
is noted that the north wall of Badr al-Jamali was adjacent to the north wall of al-
Hakim's Mosque. This reflects the economic orientation of building the defending
walls and annexing the facilities outside the defending walls of Jawhar in this

direction. Also, a similar area was added from the south from the walls of Jawhar. As
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for the expansion to the west and east, it was limited due to the topographic features,
as it expanded ca. 30 meters to the east and 15 meters to the west, due to the presence
of the gulf*.

Historians' accounts of the architects of the historic Cairo gates were
controversial among the archaeologists, especially since the architecture of the Cairo
walls and gates was highly magnificent and luxurious in the art of war planning, the
ingenuity of construction and splendid ornamentations that drew the attention of
travelers, especially the Europeans. The remaining gates still bear witness to this

glorious architectural achievement.

The first account of the architects of the Cairo gates, quoted by Abu al-
Makarim in his book "Tarikh al-Kanaess wal- Adiyra" on the history of churches and
monasteries. It stated that the architect who built Badr al-Jamali's walls was called

nb

"Mar Youhanna™. As for the second account, it was Al-Magrizi's, who also indicated

that “three brother builders came from Edessa, assumed the construction of Bab

Zuweila, Bab Al-Nasr and Bab Al-Futuh, each was responsible for building a gate.” °

The construction of Cairo walls and gates followed the Islamic traditions. They
were built of local materials and adorned with elements from the Islamic East or the
West, considering the relations, culture, methods of combat and defense in the era of
building these walls. Parts of Badr's walls, especially those to the north remained.
those included Bab Al-Nasr and Bab Al-Futuh as well as other towers in addition to
Bab Zuweila in the southern wall’.

2.1. Construction Materials in Badr Al-Jamali's Walls:

2.1.1 Stone: Badr al-Jamali used stone in the construction of his walls and gates.

2.1.2 Marble: also he used marble columns as links in the construction of the wall.
Examination of the northern wall of Badr shows the use of some Pharaonic-inscribed
granite thresholds. This reveals that Badr Al-Jamali sought to speed up the
construction at the lowest possible cost. Hence, he demolished many ancient Egyptian
buildings on the west side of the Nile River to reuse their stone in construction. In

addition, the Mukattam Hills on the east side was another source of construction
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stones. This is evident from the different sizes and methods of building the stone
blocks used to build the city walls, especially in their lower parts. These stone blocks
were used in the construction of domes, vaults and precise architectural elements,
especially in the upper sections of towers as well as the eastern tower of ladder
adjacent to Bab al-Nasr, whose stones were carved in various forms and sizes
confirming their difference from the large stone blocks that were transferred from

ancient Egyptian buildings®.

There is no doubt that building the historic walls of Cairo out of stone lasted
for a long period as the construction began in 480 AH up to 485 A.H., despite Badr
Al-Jamali's interest in construction and use of stones and columns brought to speed up
the process of building. Some archaeologists point out that Badr used mudbricks to
build some parts of the walls, but the north gates and walls as well as both sides of
Bab Zeweila were built of stone. Some maintained that these walls demolished, so

Salah al-Din attempted to restore or reconstruct them in 566 AH®.

2.2. Description and Layout of the North Wall of Bader Al-Jamali

The north wall of Bader al-Jamali is the largest remaining part of these ancient walls.
It includes the remaining part of Bab al-Nasr, the adjacent ladder tower from the east
side, the sector that connects this gate to Bab al-Futuh. This sector includes two
towers and a prominent latch before the first tower, that is located next to Bab Al-
Nasr. In addition, there is the prominent sector of the north minaret of al-Hakim's
mosque, in the form of a tower as the wrapping of the wall around this prominence
and its machicolation within its inner passage provided it with the same defensive
features as the tower. This is followed by Bab al-Futuh, which is located 34 meters to
the west. Next to it, there is the west tower of ladder, a section of the wall followed by
a tower in the form of three-quarter circle, a sector of the wall, the renovations of
Salah al-Din. The wall sector after the second tower, to the west of Bab al-Nasr, there
IS a passage that extends along the wall and Bab al-Futuh until the west tower of
ladder. This passage constitutes a second defensive line in addition to the line on top

of the wall with its crenellations alternating with sites for throwing arrows*®.
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3. Salah al-Din's Contributions to the Fatimid Walls of Cairo (564-
589 AH)

Historical sources indicate that Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi, who took over the Fatimid
vizierate in 564 AH, restored the Cairo walls in 655 AH/1170, especially since the
Crusader threatened the Fatimid State strongly. Salah al-Din started this restoration
after the demolition of many parts of them and becoming vulnerable. This confirms
that not all of Badr al-Jamali's walls were built of stone, otherwise, Salah al-Din
would not need to build new walls after 80 years of their construction. It was enough,
for example, to support or to rebuild the damaged parts as he did on the west end of
the north wall. Salah al-Din undertook these restorations in his tenure, specifically in
566 AH/1170 A.D. Despite the short span between Salah al-Din's restorations of the
Badr al-Jamali wall and initiating the construction of his wall that surrounded the
Islamic capitals of Egypt and his Citadel, the examination of the remainder of Salah
al-Din's facilities in both periods define clearly his works in the Fatimid defensive
walls including the north wall, west of the tower of ladder and up to the half-rounded
tower, ca. 50 meters to the west of this tower, as well as the sector to the east of Bab
al-Nasr up to the corner tower in the north-east corner (Al-Muzaffar Tower), then the
remains of the West Wall, near Bab al-Sha'riyah, as well as the corner tower in the
North-East corner, the three towers between Al-Muzaffar Tower and Mansuriyah

Street, and the burnt tower to the south until the south-east corner tower*2.
3.1. Bab al-Futuh (Monument No. 6)

3.1.1. Location, History and Founder
Bab al-Futuh is located in the northern wall of the old Fatimid city of Cairo.

Bab al-Futuh is located in Bab al-Futuh Square. This gate was not in its current place
when Jawhar al-Siqilli initiated founding Cairo by orders of the Fatimid Caliph al-
Mu'izz (358-365 A.D./969-975 A.D.) as it was close to (Sayarej Lane). When it was
restored after the Cairo Wall (480 AH/1087 AD), this gate was moved to the current
location™®. It was built by Amir al-Juyush (Commander of the Armies) Badr al-Jamali

in 480 AH. He was of Armenian ethnic origin, purchased as a slave (mamluk) by

Gaiad g daadlalls 45l Gl gl LAl b a5 ) ¢(Gdeall dieland Gn a2 Gl Qled) Al () 11
488 L= ¢1997 Al )l A 5a 11 3330 maal )

136= &a_mjalﬂ\ E)LA’J\ a.c}u}‘a cuLﬁc JU»J\A.;; daaa 12

126 G U8l dalall 4 pemall Al ce S yandl Wy ol g Leladad 3 palal) caun 2158 el 13

-33-


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mamluk

Minia Journal of Tourism and Hospitality Research Vol. (15), No. (2), June, 2023

Jamal al-Dawla ibn Ammar, ruler of Tripoli, whence he acquired his epithet of “al-
Jamali". Bab al-Futuh (Gate of Conquests) is considered one of the three remaining
gates in the wall of the old city of Cairo ™. It is said that the name of this gate reflects
the main purpose in its construction, as it was the start point of armies to their

conquests, while they return victorious to Bab al-Nasr (Gate of Victory) (Plate 1)*°,
3.1.2 General Outline and Construction

Bab al-Futuh is composed of two facades, one main and one sub-facade. The architect
Is concerned with the main facade, which consists of two towers with circular facades
(Plate 2). There are five machicolations to throw arrows and two windows to the right.
Also, there are four machicolations and two windows to the left (Plate 3). In the midst
of both towers, there is a semicircular arch topped by a relieving arch surmounted by
five arched openings that lead to a vestibule that is adjacent to two entries. All are
topped by a shallow dome. The entrance is surmounted by corbels in the form of a

ram with two horns.

The wall between Bab Al-Futuh and Bab Al-Nasr is surrounded by a band of
inscriptions that starts from the left tower of Bab Al-Futuh and ends with the part
surrounding the phrase of Al-Hakim Bi Amrillah where the architect recorded the date
of its construction. The gate from inside includes three storeys. There are shafts for

pouring boiling water or burning oil on attackers, and arrow slits (Plate 4) *°
31.3. The Outer Facades of the Gate

This gate has two main facades, one to the north-eastern side and the other sub-
located on the south-western side. The gate gives a clear idea of architecture in the

Fatimid era in general, and at the end of the 11™ C. AD in particular (Plate 5)*".
3.1.4. The Main Facade

It is located on the northeastern side, overlooks Bab al-Futuh Square with two round
towers in the center. The right tower is topped by five machicolations to throw
arrows, each preceded by a semi-circular arched opening. There are two rectangular

windows without screens. The right tower on the south-eastern side consists of a

14 Rabbat, Nasser (1995). The Citadel of Cairo: A New Interpretation of Royal Mameluk Architecture.
Leiden ; New York ; KéIn Brill. p. 13. ISBN 9004101241
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semicircular arched entrance. This tower is surmounted by a row of stone
crenellations. As for the left tower, it resembles the right in its general form, but
includes four machicolations to throw arrows and two windows. The tower is crowned

by a row of stone crenellations, separated by several rectangular openings®.

On the right of the tower is a protrusion of the main facade topped by a row of
stone crenellations. The left tower from the main facade is adjacent to a protrusion
from the walls topped by a row of stone crenellations. Both minarets of al-Hakim's

mosque rest on this section.
3.1.5. The Sub-Fagade of Bab al-Futuh

The upper section of this sub-facade is topped by a pointed arch surmounted by stone
frieze. There is a depressed part to the right of this facade with a stone staircase in its
south end that leads to the interior of the gate. As for the part on the left of this facade,
it consists of three semi-circular arched windows™. This facade extends to include a
part that protrudes from the walls of the facade and a rectangular door opening
surmounted by a window with a pointed arch, followed by four windows with semi-

circular arches?.
3.1.6. The Main Entrance

It is located to the middle of the two round towers, including an opening with a
semicircular arch. The lower section has a rectangular gate with a two-shutters
wooden door. Each shutter includes a number of laminated bands mounted with
screws. The gate opening is surmounted by joggled-voussoirs. The entrance arch is
adorned with geometric and plant ornaments inside squares. The arched design of

these two towers differs from those of Bab al-Nasr (Plate 6) .
4. The Materials used in the Walls Construction

e Stones: The architect used regular polished stones in elaborate and coordinated
rows in horizontal courses. He used the common mortar as the workable paste

which hardens to bind building blocks.
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e Mud-bricks: The architect used them to cover the ceilings of the
vestibule to main entrance or the sub-entrance as well as the defense
room and observation rooms®.

e Timber: The architect used wood in the main and sub-entrance doors.

e Metals: The architect used them in making the laminated bands on the

main entrance door shutters and they are fixed with screws.

e Marble: The architect used it to reinforce the outer walls of the gates that are
supported by cylindrical marble columns incorporated horizontally into the

courses.
The Archaeological Inscriptions

The archaeological inscriptions of this gate consist of a band of inscriptions in foliated
Kufic script. It is implemented on the wall extending between Bab al-Futuh and Bab
al-Nasr. It starts from the left tower of Bab al-Futuh and ends on the part surrounding

the minaret of al-Hakim's mosque that is adjacent to this gate. It reads as follows:

e In Arabic:
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Which reads: "Allahu La 'Tlaha 'Illa Huwa Al-Hayyu Al-Qayyiimu La Ta'khudhuhu
Sinatun Wa La Nawmun Lahu Ma F1 As-Samawati Wa Ma F1 Al-'Ardi Man Dha Al-
Ladhi Yashfa'u ‘Indahu 'llla Bi'idhnihi Ya'lamu Ma Bayna 'Aydithim Wa Ma
Khalfahum Wa La Yuhitina Bishay'in Min ‘Ilmihi 'l Bima Sha'a Wasi'a KursTyuhu
As-Samawati Wa Al-'Arda Wa La Ya'uduhu Hifzuhuma Wa Huwa Al-'Aliyu Al-
"Azim" and means "Allah! There is no god "worthy of worship” except Him, the Ever-
Living, All-Sustaining. Neither drowsiness nor sleep overtakes Him. To Him belongs
whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth. Who could possibly intercede
with Him without His permission? He "fully” knows what is ahead of them and what
is behind them, but no one can grasp any of His knowledge—except what He wills "to
reveal’. His Seatl encompasses the heavens and the earth, and the preservation of

both does not tire Him. For He is the Most High, the Greatest."
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Be'iz Allah al-Jabbar Yohat al-Islam wa-Tansha' al-Ma'agel wal —Aswar
Amara B-Insha' Haza Bab al-lgbalwas-Sour al-Muhit Bil-Mu'izziya al-Qahira al-
Mahrousa Hamaha Allah Fata Maulana wa Sayidina al-Imam al-Mustansir Billam
Imam al-Mu'minin Salawatullah wa 'Ala Abaeh al-A'emma at-Tahirin wa-Abnaeh al-
Akramin as-Sayed ar-Rahel Amir al-Joyoush Saif al-Islam Naser al-Imam Kafel
Qudat al-Muslimin Hadi Du'at al-Mu'minin Abu al-Najm Badr al-Mustansiri 'Eddat
Fatahat Mazaghel leramy as-Seham wa Amnah betoul bagaeh Amir al-Mu'minin wa-
Adam Qudrateh wa-A'la Kalemateh allazi khassahu Allah Behosn tadbirih al-Dawla
wal-Anam wakoll Salahahu al-Khass wal-‘aam Ibtegha’ Thawabullah wa-Redwanah
watalab Fadleh wa-lhsanah wa-Seyanet Kursi al-Khilafa wa lzlafeha ila Allah B-
Hayateh al-Kafa wa Abda B-'Amaleh B-Muharram sanat Thamanin wa Arba'uma'a
men al-Hijra al-Sharif Salla Allahu 'Ala Sayidna Muhammad wa-'Ala Aleh wa-
Sahbeh wasallam wa-'Ala al-A'emma al-Tahirin wasallam Tasliman Hatta Towm al-

Din wa-Hasbuna Allah wa-Ne'ma al-Wakil.

It means: "By the Mighty Glory of God, Islam is surrounded, and its strongholds and
walls are built. This gate (Bab al-lgbal) and the wall surrounding the guarded place,
Cairo, May God protect it, was built by orders of our master and Imam al-Mustansir
Billah, the Imam of believers, may God’s prayers and peace be upon his forefathers,
the pure imams and his honorable sons. Abu Al-Najm Badr Al-Mustansiri made
several machicolations for throwing arrows. He granted the Commander of the
Faithful, May God prolong his life and perpetuate his power, and raised his word as
God bestowed upon him with good management of the state and nations. He worked

for the private and public goodness, seeking God’s reward and Pleasure, as well as
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His bounty and benevolence, to keep the throne of the caliphate. He can defend it with
his whole life. Its construction initiated in Muharram in the year four hundred and
eighty of the honorable migration. May God’s prayers and peace be upon our Master
Muhammad, his family and companions, and the pure imams, and may the peace and
blessings of God be upon them until the Day of Judgment. “Allah "alone” is sufficient

"as an aid” for us and "He" is the best Protector.”

5. Bab al-Nasr (Monument No. 7)

5.1.1. Location, Date of Establishment

Bab al-Nasr is located in Bab al-Nasr Square. Upon the time of building the city of
Cairo, this gate was not in its current location, as al-Magrizi inspected its remains by
Madrassa Al-Qa'id School that only a small mausoleum near Wikalat Qaitbai in Bab

al-Nasr is still in place®.
5.1.2. General Outline and Structural Elements

The construction of Al-Nasr Gate consists of two facades, the first is the main and the
second is secondary that was added by the architect and has two stone square towers
inscribed from outside. It represents some warfare tools of swords and gears... etc. In
the middle of this facade, there is a high gate with a decorative lintel made of stone
joggled- voussoirs, topped by a latch to pour burning materials on the attackers26.
This is the oldest known example in Cairo of this type of joggled- voussoirs27. Both
towers are surrounded by a band of inscriptions carved in stone that records the date
of the gate and the wall construction. The design of this staircase is considered the
first of its kind in the history of the architecture of this period. This staircase leads to
the towers, as well as to a group of rooms adorned with the most important group of

stone arches®. (Plate 7)
5.1.3. Archaeological Description from Outside
This gate has three main facades, the second and the third are secondary.

e Main Facade: Located on the northeast side, overlooks Bab al-Nasr Square, the

main entrance to the gate is located in the center and is adjacent from the right
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and left sides by two square towers that their stones are engraved with shapes of
warfare tools of swords and gears... etc. These are surmounted by a band of
inscription in foliated Kufic script showing the date of establishing of the gate.
Both towers are surmounted by four machicolations and two unscreened
rectangular openings in the form of two windows?®.Both towers are surmounted
by a rectangular window, with three stone corbels underneath. To the right of this
part of the facade, there is a prominent part with several machicolations and
rectangular openings. This facade extends to meet Bab al-Futuh. This part is
crowned by a row of windows. There are also the names of the leaders of the
French campaign written on Al-Nasr and Al-Futuh towers, which testify their
residence in Egypt and their use of those fortresses during their campaign®.

e Southwest Facade: It is mediated by a semi-circular arched aperture, with a
wooden rectangular single-shutter gate in its south. This entrance is surmounted
by three arched openings, and on the west end of this fagade, there is a recessed
part of the facade wall that is surmounted by a row of windows. This facade
extends to include a prominent part of the facade wall that includes three
machicolations and several rectangular windows®'.

e Southeast Facade: There are several machicolations to throw arrows. It is
surmounted by a row of stone windows.

e Main Entrance: It is located in the center of the main facade. (Plate 8), which is a
rectangular two-shutter wooden gate opening. Each is adorned with several
laminated bands mounted with screws. Between both sections of the door, there
is a huge high door surmounted by an opening surrounded by a frieze revolving
around the gate towers. On top of the gate, there is a ball mounted on the tip of an
iron 1 m. long rod, at the top of the entrance arch from the west side. Such tools
were used to resist the enemy trying to climb the walls with stairs®>. When Badr
al-Jamali moved Bab al-Nasr from the place set by Jawhar al-Qa'id, it became
close to the Eid prayers place, and built an inner defensive wall to the opposite of

the entrance® that remained in place until the sister of al-Malik al-Zahir Barquq

24 U= 22019 caysil s Hiill Ay pal) AaY) duss 5o ¢ s B 2 50Y) 5 sabaldl) (g slarall A (5 50 den) 3 sana 2

50 o ¢y paall duagill 48 ¢ jan G A3l B jleall (el Gaall JS 30

2 Ga el iy Sl 5 alal) kg 5 yde 3

G 1y Axghae G jallae deae i GBS el Baiay claall g g all G diall g el S (g 2eae 32
3990 iy padll

Jeil) cpall Jlas Gaind Q7 celdlall Guakalall A1 laly clanall Blad) o( e 0p 2aal Gl sl cpall &) 3 2l 33
327 Ga s a Ul el il eV Gadaall ¢y AT

-39-



Minia Journal of Tourism and Hospitality Research Vol. (15), No. (2), June, 2023

ordered building the tank to her sabil (public fountain) near Bab al-Nasr*. The
entrance is surmounted by a semicircular arch that its spandrels are identified by
a decorative frieze in the form of repeated arches. On top of this door, there are

five machicolations to throw arrows (Plate 9.).
5.2. Archaeological Inscriptions

The archaeological inscriptions recorded on Bab al-Nasr portal are as follows:

A. A band of | Inside a rectangular area above the lintel of the main entrance.
Inscriptions It consists of three lines in floriated Kufic script, which read

as follows:

() 5 e ) gy oo &y it Y os g ) Y Al Y s il Gas ) i ansy)

It reads: (Bi-smi 11ahi r-rahmani r-rahim, la ilaha illallah wahdahu la sharika lah
muhammadun rasoul Allah Ali Waliyullah) (Plate 10) **and means: (In the name
of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful, There is no god but Allah, alone,
without any partner, Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, Ali is the Wali of Allah™

B- A band of | Below the band of inscriptions in floriated Kufic script, it

Inscriptions reads as follows:

 (Can] s e Aai¥) e 5 Lagale ] ) sl )

It reads: (Salawatullah 'Alayhema wa'ala A'emma men zurayatehema Ajma‘een) and
means: (May the Prayers of God be upon them and upon the imams of all their

offspring).

C- A band of | Both shafts of the gates towers are adorned with a
Inscriptions foundational inscription in floriated Kufic script that reads as

follows:
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50 (Abem )l il

It reads: "Bi-smi 11ahi r-rahmani r-rahim Be'iz Allah al-Jabbar Yohat al-Islam
wa-Tansha' al-Ma'agel wal —Aswar wa Sayidina al-lmam al-Mustansir Billah
Salawatullah 'Alayhe wa 'Ala Abaeh al-A'emma al-Imam Kafel Qudat al-Muslimin
Hadi Du'at al-Mu'minin Abu al-Najm Badr al-Mustansiri ‘Adud Allah Behosn tadbirih
al-Dawla wal-Anam washams Salahahu al-Khass wal-'aam Ibtegha’ Thawabullah wa-
Redwanah watalab Fadleh wa-lhsanah wa-Seyanet Kursi al-Khilafa wa lzlafeha ila
Allah Behob Taha al-Mokafeh wa Abda B-'Amaleh fe-Muharram sanat Thamanin wa

Arba'uma'‘a).

It means: "In the name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful; By the Mighty
Glory of God, Islam is surrounded, and its strongholds and walls are built. And our
master and Imam al-Mustansir Billah, the prince of believers, may God’s prayers and
peace be upon his forefathers, al-lmam Protector of Muslim Judges, Guide of the
Believers, Abu Al-Najm Badr Al-Mustansiri, the supporter of God with his sound
judgment and good management of the state and people. He worked for the private
and public goodness, seeking God’s reward and Pleasure, as well as His bounty and
benevolence, to keep the throne of the caliphate, for the cause of God. The

construction initiated in Muharram in the year four hundred and eighty.

6. Bab Zuweila 485 AH / 1092 AD(Monument No. 199)

Bab Zuweila is one of the most beautiful gates in Cairo, and is attributed to Zuweila
tribe of North African Berbers®’. Bab Zuweila is one of three remaining gates in the
ancient Cairo Wall, and it was known in the Ottoman era as (Bawabet al-Metwalli)®.
Cairo's history is linked to this gate. Once it was established, it became the most
widely used gates of the city as it was the link between the city and its southern
suburbs up to Fustat. It was the only outlet to connect the city in the subsequent ages
to the Citadel. It has been built by Amir al-JuytGsh Badr al-Jamali in 485 AH. He
ordered raising its towers but without erecting bent entrance as is the custom of forts

S0 as not to be attacked by squadrons at the time of siege and prevents horses from

4 Ga mail Sl iy Sl 5 alal) sk p 5 yia ¥
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®Eyewitness Travel: Eqypt. Dorlin Kindersley Limited, London. 2007 [2001]. p. 103. ISBN 978-0-
7566-2875-8.
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rushing at once. However, a sliding ramp of flint stones was established by its entry to
prevent horses from entering in case of squadrons attack. This ramp remained in use
until the era of Al-Kamil Muhammad bin Al-Adel when his horse slipped, he ordered
demolishing it (Plate 11).

The entrance at Bab al-Nasr also leads to an arena covered by a low dome
carried on four spherical triangles®. The outer part of which was surmounted by
inscription of the name of Amir al-Juyush, the caliph al-Mustansir, and the date of
construction. These inscriptions have been removed and there is now only a
rectangular stone panel with some inscriptions. A new style was applied in building
these three gates, that is similar to the construction style known in northern Syria and
the Byzantine fortifications. Abu al-Makarim stated that the architect who designed it
was called Abu Yohanna al-Raheb®, while Al-Magqrizi stated that three brother
architects from Al-Raha assumed the construction as each built a gate*. In the
fifteenth century AD/ 818 AH, Al-Mu'ayyad Sheikh also built the two minarets
surmounting the two towers overlooking the gate (Figures 97-98). They now

constitute the most prominent features of the gate*®.

The current Bab Zuweila is a huge construction, slightly larger than Bab al-
Nasr and Bab al-Futuh, with a facade that is 25.72m wide, 25.36m deep and 20.10 m
high. ** The gate consists of two arched towers that are almost similar to those of Bab
al-Futuh but they differ in the ornamentations of the facade of each tower®. The
facade is surrounded by an arched square frame surmounted by a pointed arch, and

both confine an open passageway between them (Figs 99-100)%.
6.1 The Memorial Inscriptions on the Gate:

It was mentioned that Bab Zuweila is adorned with two foundation inscriptions, the
first of which was a marble panel that had vanished and its place was replaced, and
the other surmounts the entrance arch and it has vanished, leaving only a small part of

it. It was discovered by Hertz Bey in 1897 AD while cleaning this part of the gate.
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* The Inscription Surmounting the Entrance Arch: It is located below the serrated
windows of the watchtower and above the entrance arch. It consists of five stone
courses with the remains of two lines of the founding inscription of Bab Zuweila in
high-relief floriated Kufic script and the text is in very poor condition. It reads as

follows:

1- The First Line reads: (la ilaha illallah wahdahu la sharika lah muhammadun
rasoul Allah Ali Waliyullah Salla Allahu ‘aAlayhema) (wa'ala A'emma men
zurayatehema Ajma'een ... Allah ... al-Hay ...) and means (There is no god but
Allah, alone, without any partner, Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, Ali
is the Wali of Allah. May the Prayers of God be upon them and upon the
imams of all their offspring. Allah... the Ever-Living).

2- The Second Line reads: ('llla Bima Sha'a Wasi'a Kursiyuhu As-Samawati)

and means (save what He will. His throne includes the heavens...)

* There is an inscription on the east side of the ladder leading to the top of the two
gate towers. It consists of two similar marble panels inscribed with the renovation text
in high-relief thuluth script that reads as follows:
Ailal As a2 385 G 0Y) £y B A LAN ) guu 138 ALy g 5 by BV Adadi S L ]
DBY) Lads Aiad 4 yray call 5 Blailiy e dry )l ale dalaiy sasall aulad) el Ll s yie 2
Ol el 1ol 4281 U el ilie alae Y1 (g gaall jeac 84y je))
1. Huna Kanat nuqgtat talagi Bab Zuweila haza besour al-Qahira Benaa al-Ayyubiyin
wagad hudema sanat thamaniyat
2. 'Ashr wa thamanima'a besabab bena' al-Jami' al-Mu'ayyadi watamamih ‘am arba'at
‘ashr wa-thulthuma'at wa-Alf be-ma'refat lajnat hefz al-athaar al-Arabiya fe-'Ahd
al-Khedewi al-A'zam Abbas Helmi al-Thani al-Afkham Adamallahu Ayamah
Amin. (Plate 12) ¥

They means

1. Here was the meeting point of Bab-Zuweila and Cairo wall that was built by

the Ayyubids and was demolished in the year of eighteen ...
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2. eight hundred due to the construction of al-Mu'ayyad Mosque. It completed in 1314
by the Arab Monuments Conservation Committee in the Era of the Great Khedive

Abbas Halmi 11, the most Luxurious, May God perpetuate his days (Plate 12). *
7. Conclusion:

After studying the role of Fatimid viziers in the construction of historic Cairo's walls
and gates, their importance in defending Cairo from many hostile campaigns has
become clear. The research highlighted the role of the Fatimid viziers in war
architecture in Cairo and how they used many types of construction materials to
achieve the required safety while building these defensive buildings and gates. It
became clear that each of Cairo's historic gates aimed to achieve a particular objective
and function that is indicated by determining a specific designation of each gate.

7.1. Results:

e The Fatimid Viziers played a prominent role in the defense of Cairo by building
defensive gates and walls

e The Fatimid focused on preparing a strong and gigantic army.

e The Fatimid Viziers used many building materials during the construction of the
Cairo gates, and therefore to fulfill the purpose of these construction.

e The Fatimid Viziers took care of building forts to defend Cairo

e The gates and walls contain unique architectural elements

e The Fatimid Viziers paid attention to the decorations on the walls and gates of

Cairo.

7.2. Recommendations:

e Paying attention to the Fatimid viziers' antiquities and preserving them is a national duty
to preserve this heritage to the contemporary and future Egyptian people.

e Preventing any operations of demolishing or removing any of these antiquities and
working on restoring any damages they exposed to.

e Developing new programs for tourist places and focusing on the Fatimid viziers' heritage
and promoting them in all tourism operators in the world.

¢ Include the gates and walls of Cairo in the educational curricula to increase students'

awareness of the civilization of their country
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e Increasing citizens' awareness of the importance of Cairo's historical and cultural walls

and gates in order to preserve them
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8. Plates

(Plate 1- An outline showing the Facade of Bab Al-Futuh - Committee for the
Conservation of the Monuments)

(Plate 2- Bab Al-Futuh from the outside - Photographed by the Researcher)
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(Plate 3- Machicolations of Bab Al-Futuh Tower - Photographed by the Researcher)

(Plate 4- The Upper Part of the Entrance to Bab Al-Futuh - Photographed by the
Researcher)
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(Plate 5- The Right Wall of Bab Al-Futuh from the inside and al-Hakim's Minaret can
be seen upwards - Photographed by the Researcher)

(Plate 6- One of the gates of Bab Al-Futuh - Photographed by the Researcher)
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(Plate 7- A Vertical Section of Bab Al-Nasr - Committee for the Conservation of the

Monuments)

(Plate 8- Bab Al-Nasr from the outside - Photographed by the researcher)
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(Plate 9 - Five Machicolations to throw arrows surmounting the semi-circular arch

above the entrance to Bab al-Nasr - Photographed by the researcher)

(Plate 10- Panel of the inscriptions above Bab al-Nasr - Photographed by the
researcher)

-50-



Minia Journal of Tourism and Hospitality Research Vol. (15), No. (2), June, 2023

(Plate 12, Qur’anic Inscription on Stone Courses in High-relief Floriated Kufic Script
- Bab Zuweila)
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