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The image of economic openness in the Egyptian cinema in the
period 1980-1983
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Abstract

This study queries about the characteristics of the view of the Egyptian
cinema to the era of Economic Opening, the policy which was launched by late
president Anwar El-Sadat in the aftermath of the October War, 1973, the policy
which had far-reaching effects on the Egyptian economic and political life, then.
To answer the question, the concept of free trade and its impact on the economies
of developing countries has been theoretically discussed; Economic Opening
policy in Egypt in regard to its causes, characteristics and consequences has been
presented; and finally, six of the most relevant Egyptian movies of that period,
1980-1983, were content-analyzed. Four elements, well-known in novel writing,
were used in the analysis: time and place, characters, plot and topic. Topic was
further divided into six elements: position on the group that benefited most from
the policy, characterization of the nature of the policy, evaluation of the social
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value system, evaluation of the economic conditions of citizens, evaluation of the
justice system, and ending of the movie. The study concluded that the Egyptian
cinema adopted a mostly negative view of the economic and social effects of the
Economic Opening policy.

Keywords: Economic Opening, free trade, content analysis, Egyptian cinema.
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