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Judicial Fees in the Saudi Judicial System and its
Impact on the Principle of Free Access to Justice

Abdullah Masoud Marzouq Al-Harbi

Department of Private Law, College of Law, Taibahu University,
Saudi Arabia.

E-mail: d.abmmharbi@gmail.com

Abstract:

Judicial costs shall mean the amounts of money payable for the
filing of a particular lawsuit or a particular judicial application, not
the required expenses of the action during the course of his or her
case. Other than the Saudi judicial system, these fees are called
judicial fees.

Judicial costs are imposed to limit malicious or mock litigation.
In order to direct litigants to take the path of reconciliation to end
their disputes as well as to meet other objectives.

Judicial costs are imposed on specific and non-standard claims
and requests, such as financial claims, appeals, cassation and
motion for review. Judicial costs are exempt from specific and non-
standard claims and requests such as personal status, workers' and
general criminal proceedings. Moreover, certain persons, such as
the Government, prisoners and workers, are exempt.

The principle of free access to justice is - that no litigant should
ever be charged with any expense in dismissal, not in the form of
remuneration for judges, nor in the form of fees and expenses for
the case paid to the State's treasury - a general principle of justice
and the system of judicial costs have affected this principle but it
has not abolished it.

At the end of this research, the researcher reached a number of
findings, the most important of which are: the Saudi judicial system
contains the most comprehensive regulations and laws in
exempting from judicial fees, and contains narrow rules in
imposing judicial costs.
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The Saudi regulator has also set the value of judicial costs on
judicial claims according to ratios that are lower than other judicial
systems in the region, such as Egypt and UAE whose laws increase
the rate in proportion to the higher value of the claim. This is
commendable to the Saudi regulator.

The researcher also concluded with a number of recommendations,
the most important of which are to:

Recommend the addition of a paragraph that would include an
exemption from judicial costs after the filing of an action against
the Public Court's Department for the Collection of Costs, for the
person who cannot pay the fees, whether the plaintiff's case was
admitted or dismissed.

Also, the final review of the objection submitted to the President
of the Court or to the Court's judges. The researcher recommends
that those whom the decision was rendered against be granted the
right to appeal to the President of the Court of Appeal.

Keywords: Judical Costs, Judicial Fees, Litigation Expenses, Free

Access To Justice, Free Of Charge.
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