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The Role of Coins in Documenting the Conflict between Al-Abbas ibn Al-Ma'mun and His
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Abstract;

This study utilizes coins and historical resources to illustrate the reality of the conflict
between Al-Abbas ibn Al-Ma'mun and his uncle, Abu Ishaq Al-Mu'tasim, on the crown prince
and caliphate. Although most historical resources did not report assuming the crown prince by
Al-Abbas ibn Al-Ma'mun in the reign of his father, Al-Ma’mun, they mentioned nominating Abi
Ishaq Al-Mu'tasim as a caliph by Al-Ma'mun on his death bed. It rejected the validity of this
issue because nominating a person as a crown prince necessitates studying and accurate
nomination that did not fit the situation reported by historical resources in the terminal illness of
Caliph Al-Ma'mun. Moreover, it was reported that the name of Al-Abbas only was engraved on
the dirhams as a crown prince in a propaganda campaign from 216 to 217 and 218 AH. A set of
coins used to propagandize Al-Abbas and his uncle, Abta Ishaq Al-Mu'tasim, in the reign of the
Caliph Al-Ma'mun. Some coins contained the inscription of Aba Ishaq as (Aba Ishaq ibn Al-
Rashid), whereas others contained the form (Al-Abbas ibn Amir Al-Mu'minin). These coins
proved that he was the official crown prince from 216AH. Accordingly, it was proved that Al-
Abbas Al-Ma'mun was the right holder to assume the caliphate after his father, Al-Ma'mun, but
his uncle, Abt Ishaq Al-Mu'tasim, forced him to give up his right and took over the throne.

Keywords: Al-Abbas ibn Al-Ma'mun; Al-Abbas ibn Amir Al-Mu'minin; Abu Ishagq;
Dinar; Dirham; Fils; Armenian; Arran; Madan Bagnes.
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- Stephen Album Rare Coins, Auction 39, 21-25 Jan 2021, Lot 164; Zeno, no, 267098.
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4‘Vardanyan, ICSHA 1, no. 231.

5'Vardanyan, ICSHA, no. 217,218, 219, 220, 221, 222,223,224, 225,226, 227,228,229, 230, 231.
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Morton & Eden Ltd Auction 68 (10-11 June 2014), no. 766, 2,76g; Morton & Eden Ltd, Auctions 95-96, 24 Oct 2018, lot 62.

2 Morton & Eden Ltd, Auctions 95-96, 24 Oct 2018, lot 63.
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