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A Comparison between the Architecture of Al-
Sharabiya School 628AH/1230AD and Al-Marjaniya
School 758AH/1356AD

Dr.Nawal Nazim Mahmoud

Abstract :-

Schools appeared after the Arab Islamic culture mounted an
advanced stage in development. So, their fundamental role was
surrounding the intellectual heritage and developing the styles
and perhaps expanding it. The Arab Muslims made use of
cultures and traditional patterns prevailing in the country which
they had opened in constructing the buildings and establishments,
in the pre Islamic schools period, then an integrated artistic
school was crystallized holding a homogenous identity in the
whole Islamic country in that it was difficult to identify the
origins quoted from them, hence it was distinct from other artistic
schools. The Islamic architecture was characterized with the
richness of its architectural words and its interest in all life
aspects. Thus, the religious buildings appeared such as mosques,
schools, prayer rooms... etc. The Islamic architecture was
characterized by house design by ascertaining the buildings'
closing from outside and opening to the inside around an open
yard where there was open air, heaven and plants.

The Sharabi school constructed the prince Igbal Al-Sharabi (d.
653AH/1255AD) in Baghdad (628AH/1230AD) and the Marjani
school constructed by the governor Khawaja Marjan bin
Abdullah  bin  Abdul Rahman  Al-Sultani  Al-Oljayti
(d.793Ad/1274AD) in the vyear (758AD/1356AD) were
convergent in construction with respect to the yard, teaching
rooms and additions, as to the mosques, they were full of them.

These both schools were characterized by various decorations
and ornamentations in them where mosaic, engraved wood
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marble, mud and enamel-coated cuts and porcelain tiles. The
shapes of arches were various of half pointed, cut and united
cylinder. Also, the estrade became an important architectural
element in the public building.

Key words:

Sharabi school, Marjani school and the similarities and
differences in the construction between both schools.
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