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Translation Prices between Quality and
Time Constraints: Criteria and Factors for
Determining Translation Costs
Fayez Ali Al-Shehri

Associate Professor, College of Languages and Translation, King Saud
University, Saudi Arabia.

Email: alshihri@ksu.edu.sa

Abstract

This study tries to highlight an important aspect of the translation process
that may have negative or positive implications on the quality of its product,
which are the translation fee and the criteria and parameters determining
this cost. Specifically, the study seeks to figure out the appropriateness of
the translation fee in exchange of rendering this service within a
professional umbrella covering all its various stakeholders. The study also
draws a comparison between the translation practices in the Arab World
countries and their counterparts in some other regions. The results indicate
variation and sometimes a decrement in the translation prices from one
Arab country to another, and even greater disparities when compared to
those in some other regions. The question is: Do translators receive the
appreciation they deserve in return for the service they offer? Do the fees
they receive have an impact on the ultimate product quality? These
questions, among others, are addressed in this study to come out with
objective answers that contribute to raising the quality of the profession
and thus highlight the efforts exerted by the first champion of the
translation profession -the translator- and his/her role in the transfer of
science and knowledge.

Keywords: Translator/Translator, Translation Rates/Cost, Cost
Criteria/Factors, Quality.
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