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A study of illustrations of a new copy of the manuscript of Akbarnama
preserved in the library of Allama Igbal, University of Kashmir
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Research Summary

The Akbar Namah manuscript is one of the largest Mughal
manuscripts, which came in three parts that tell the story of the life of
Sultan Jalaluddin Akbar, the most important Mughal sultans from his birth
until his death, passing through the inauguration as Sultan and conquests,
wives, news, meetings, parties, hunting trips and other works that he was

doing Sultan.

This manuscript included many illustrations made by the most skilled

painters in India and Iran, which expressed the content of the writings in

this manuscript.

The original manuscript was commissioned by Sultan Jalal al-Din Akbar
to the historian, author and court clerk “Abu al-Fadl ibn Mubarak,” who
began writing it in (958 AH / 1551 AD) to (1011 AH / 1602) and it was
written in Persian, and after the death of the Sultan the manuscript
remained Preserved in the library of his son Salim Jahangir and then
Shihab al-Din Muhammad Shah Jahan, and this is in the original
manuscript 116 copies preserved in the Victoria and Albert Museum,
where the museum had previously purchased it when it was known as the
Museum of South Kensington in (1361 AH /1896 AD) from Mrs. Frances
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Clark, then removed the pictures and drawings from the folders and hung

them in frames for display in the Museum.

And the manuscript, which I made a description of the images that it
contains, is one of the copies that were written and photographed in the
handwriting of the famous historian “Sha Arab Nazeer bin Hamid Allah
Shah Badi Kashmari” meaning “He is the writer Ali Hamid al-Din Barquq
Shah Abadeh,” which was copied in the year (1252 AH / 1836 AD).) This
copy came on 259 pages, 25 x 14 cm, and this copy included three images
that I will describe in the text, and this manuscript is preserved in (Allama

Igbal Library, University of Kashmir).
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