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FOOD GAP OF WHEAT IN EGYPT

Ahmed M. Awaad*®, M.Z. Gomaa?, M.R. Ismail?,
M.A. Elsawy' and Rowaida U.M. Ewada®

1. Agric. Econ. Res. Inst., Agric. Res. Cent., Egypt
2. Agric. Econ. Dept., Fac. Agric., Zagazig Univ., Egypt

ABSTRACT: The research aimed to study the production, consumption, and determinants
of the food balance of wheat, to study the most important factors affecting wheat
consumption, and to study the most important means of narrowing the wheat gap in Egypt.
The results show an increase in both the area of wheat and wheat production, the price of
farmed wheat in Egypt increased annually, statistically, by an amount of about 52.61 thousand
faddans, 128.81 thousand tons, and 196.33 pounds per ton, respectively, the results of
estimating each crop available for consumption are shown, wheat, the wheat gap, and the
average per capita share increased during the study period by a statistically significant annual
amount of 0.55, 0.4 thousand tons, and 1.1 kilograms per year, respectively, a statistically
significant decrease was found in the annual self-sufficiency ratio, which amounted to about
0.94. The results show that an increase in the population, per capita income, and consumer
price by 10% leads to an increase in the consumed quantities of wheat by about 5.9%, 1.7%,
and 1.8%, respectively. It turned out that the most important means of reducing the wheat gap
in Egypt is to follow a stimulating price policy for farms that works to increase the cultivated
area of wheat, and to make silage from an area of 500 thousand acres of maize without cobs,
it is possible to dispense with 635 thousand acres of alfalfa area, and thus lies the increase in
the total output of wheat is about 1.6 million tons, which fills about 22% of the average size
of the wheat gap in Egypt during the period (2000-2020), which is about 7.394 million tons.
Estimating the amount of wheat lost, it was found that the average amount of loss amounted
to 2.794 million tons during the period (2015-2020), with an estimated value of about
9748.796 million pounds, and that the average amount of lost wheat was produced from an
area estimated at 1,085 thousand faddans, and that this the area consumed an amount of
irrigation water amounting to about 1574.623 million m?, and it is clear that the average
amount of wheat lost could have been sufficient to feed about 10.28 million people of Egypt's
population. Based on the results, the research recommends the necessity of: Work to reduce
waste by using modern technology in harvesting, transportation, storage and manufacturing.
Adopting a stimulating price policy for farms that works to increase the cultivated area of
wheat. Working to spread the technology of making silage from maize without cobs to
preserve corn grains and reduce the area of alfalfa.

Key words: Food gap, strategic crops, wheat, Egypt.

£ :O £ ‘
L dada - H@dlade) H 3l Al o) )l slaiy) M 99 daaa Gped ) 30 -1
LGBl daala —de) )3l K ¢ aial el )3l ala®Y) i PR\ JV JEVEN L IS



