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Ottoman swords
The Al-Kafeel Museum in Iraq
From 939 AH / 1533 CE to 1336 AH /1918 CE
(artistic archaeological study)
By
Wissam Abdel Hamid Hussein Ahmed
Prof. Dr. Ramadan Salah alddin Abu Zaid
Professor of Antiquities, Civilization and Islamic Coins

Faculty of Arts - Tanta University
Abstract: This study aims at the historical and archaeological
research of the Ottoman swords, during the time period extending
between the years (939 AH / 1533 AD to 1336 AH /1918 AD), due
to the great role of these weapons in the establishment of the
Ottoman Empire, the direction of events in it and the influence on
the various governing bodies.

The Ottomans paid great attention to swords and excelled in
making and decorating them with a sophistication that raises
astonishment and admiration. In their weapons, the skill of the
maker met with the genius of the artist. Thus, the Turkish weapons
achieved both sides of utility and beauty at the same time. The
artistic beauty of some of these weapons prevails over the other
side, given the decorations and stones they carry.
Precious, with which it can be said that these weapons (swords)
were not made for military use as much as they were intended for

ceremonies and occasions .
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The Ottomans excelled remarkably in the field of making
swords, and this came as a result of the Ottoman Empire’'s
conquests and wars, as well as the interest in the army, its
equipment and weapons, diplomatic, economic and political
relations, and the desire by the Muslim sultans in the Ottoman
Empire to develop weapons and take care of them.

The weapon industry was concentrated in the Ottoman era in
the city of Istanbul, although the city of Bursa was famous before for
polishing and printing swords, as it was also known in Izmir.

It is worth noting that the entire manufacture of swords
throughout the history of the Ottoman Empire was monopolized by
the state alone, as the state monopolized the import of many raw
materials needed for the manufacture of weapons and also
monopolized the mines from which metal ores are extracted, as well
as the timber trade needed to build ships and weapons .

The swords in the Ottoman era were distinguished by their
multiplicity and diversity of shapes, materials and decorations. There
IS no doubt that the phenomenon of searching for swords and other
fighting tools in general in the Ottoman era You need more effort
and research, through the collections preserved in museums, and
this is what prompted me to choose this topic in the field of
antiquities and Islamic arts in the Ottoman Empire.

Keywords: ottoman swords; Al-Kafeel Museum in Irag; Museums of

Irag.
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