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Abstract 

Modern Arabic encounters many challenges concerning the use of 

computer-based methods for analyzing Arabic data. These methods 

include natural language processing, machine learning, and corpus 

linguistics, among others. This paper addresses the challenges, the 

computational attempts, and a proposed model: I-Arabic. One of the 

main challenges in using computational methods for Arabic is the lack 

of large, high-quality language resources, such as text corpora, 

annotated data, and lexical resources. This is due to various factors, 

including the diversity of Arabic dialects and the limited availability of 

digitized Arabic texts.  Another challenge is the complexity of Arabic 

morphology and syntax, which can pose difficulties for natural 

language processing algorithms. Arabic is a highly inflected language, 

with a rich system of prefixes, suffixes, and internal vowel changes that 

can affect the meaning and function of words. Additionally, Arabic has 

a flexible word order and a complex system of grammatical agreement.  
Despite these challenges, there have been significant efforts to develop 

computational tools and resources for Arabic, including the creation of 

Arabic language corpora and the development of natural language 

processing algorithms specifically tailored to Arabic. These efforts 

have the potential to facilitate research in various fields, including 

linguistics, social media analysis, and machine translation. 
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 َّ:َّالملخ ص
 

تواجه اللغة العربية الحديثة العديد من التحديات المتعلقة باستخدام الأساالب  
القائماااة  لاااب الرملباااوتر لتحلبااال الليا اااات العربياااة  تاااامل  ااا   الأساااالب  معال اااة 

مان يابن وماوخ و.ارت  تت ااو   ا    الماتن،ولغويات    الآلي،والتعلم    الطليعية،اللغة  
   I-Arabicت الحاساوبية وال ماو ا المقتار   لمحااواوا التحاديات  البحثياة ةالوخقا

وحد التحديات الرئيسية في استخدام الأسالب  الحاسوبية للغة العربية  او اافتقااخ 
 ،والليا ات الماروحة ،متن ال صوص    إلب مواخد لغوية كلبرة و الية ال ودة، مثل

له ااات وع الت اا  لاااوالمااواخد المع ميااة  ويرجااإ  لااا إلااب  واماال مختل ااة، بمااا فااي 
التحاادا الآ.اار  ااو تعقبااد و ومحدوديااة تااوافر ال صااوص العربيااة الرقميااة   ،العربيااة

والااا ا يمأااان و  يااااأل واااعوبات لخواخ مياااات  ال ملاااة،الصااارل العرباااي وب اااا  
ماإ  ااام ي اي  التصريف،شديدة  لغة  اللغة العربية  تعتلر     معال ة اللغة الطليعية

ا.لياة التاي يمأان و  تاعلر  لاب الد ول العلاة  حار   وتغببرات   ،واللواحق  السوايقمن  
تتمتاإ اللغاة العربياة يترتبا  كلماات    لا،مع ب الرلمات ووظي تها  بالإضافة إلب  

كا اا   و اااام معقااد ماان اات ااا. ال حااوا  و لااب الااريم ماان  اا   التحااديات، ،ماار  
  لاابماا فاي  العربياة،  اك جهود كلبارة لتطاوير الأدوات والماواخد الحاساوبية للغاة 

وتطاااااوير .واخ مياااااات معال اااااة اللغاااااة الطليعياااااة  ، اااااة اللغاااااة العربياااااةو إ ااااااا  م م
المصممة .صيصا للغة العربية      ال هود لديها القدخة  لب تسهبل البحث فاي 

بمااا فااي  لااا اللغويااات وتحلباال وسااائل التواواال ااجتمااا ي  الم اااات،مختلاا  
 والترجمة الآلية 

 

بية َّالمتاااونَّحااااوحتَّحاساااوَّالحديثاااة َّمَّبياااةاللغاااةَّالعرَّ الكلمااااتَّالمحتاحياااة:
 .I-Arabicالعربية َّ
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1. Introduction 
In contradistinction with other modern world languages, Modern 

Arabic is a complex language with a rich history and diverse dialects. 

The Arabic language is one of the most widely spoken languages in the 

world, with over 420 million speakers across the Middle East and 

North Africa, as well as in diaspora communities around the world. 

Arabic is the official language of 27 countries, including Egypt, Saudi 

Arabia, and Iraq, and is one of the six official languages of the United 

Nations. Despite its widespread use, the status of the Arabic language 

today is complex and multifaceted. There are some key aspects of the 

current status of Arabic. They include: 

1. Standard Arabic vs. Dialects: Standard Arabic, which is based 

on the classical Arabic of the Holy Qur’an, is the official language of 

most Arabic-speaking countries. However, many people in the region 

speak dialects of Arabic that are different from Standard Arabic. While 

Standard Arabic is used in formal settings like government, media, and 

education, dialects are more commonly used in everyday conversation. 

2. Language Policy: In many Arabic-speaking countries, there are 

language policies in place that promote the use of Standard Arabic and 

discourage the use of dialects in official contexts. However, there is 

also recognition of the importance of dialects as a part of the region's 

linguistic heritage. 

3. Arabic Education: Arabic is taught in schools throughout the 

Middle East and North Africa (MENA region), and is often a 

mandatory subject. However, the quality of Arabic education varies 

widely, and there are concerns about the effectiveness of teaching 

methods and the relevance of the curriculum. 

4. Technology: The use of modern technology has had a 

significant impact on the Arabic language. While technology has made 

Arabic content more accessible than ever before, there are also 

concerns about the impact of technology on the quality of Arabic 

language use, particularly in informal contexts like social media. 

The status of the Arabic language today is shaped by a complex 

interplay of linguistic, cultural, and political factors. While Arabic 

remains an important language in the region and beyond, there are also 

challenges to its continued use and vitality. Hence, Computational 

attempts are needed to address the challenges of working with Arabic 

corpora, including issues related to morphology, orthography, and 
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dialectal variation. One of the main challenges in working with Arabic 

corpora is the complexity of Arabic morphology. Arabic words can 

have multiple forms depending on their context and grammatical 

function, and these forms can include prefixes, suffixes, and infixes. To 

address this challenge, computational attempts such as morphological 

analyzers and stemmers have been developed. These tools can analyze 

Arabic words and provide information about their root form, 

grammatical gender, and other features. Another challenge in working 

with Arabic corpora is the issue of orthography. Arabic script is written 

from right to left, and Arabic letters can change shape depending on 

their position in a word. This can make it difficult to tokenize Arabic 

text and identify individual words. To address this challenge, 

computational solutions such as tokenizers and part-of-speech taggers 

have been developed. These tools can identify individual words and 

provide information about their grammatical function (McEnery et al., 

2019). 

Dialectal variation is also a major challenge in working with 

Arabic corpora, as Arabic is spoken in many different dialects across 

the Middle East and North Africa (MENA region). These dialects can 

differ significantly in terms of vocabulary, grammar, and 

pronunciation. To address this challenge, computational solutions such 

as dialect classifiers and language models have been developed. These 

tools can identify the dialect of a given text and provide information 

about dialect-specific features. To this end, computational attempts are 

crucial for addressing the challenges of working with Arabic corpora. 

These solutions can help researchers and language professionals to 

analyze and understand Arabic language data more effectively, and to 

develop more accurate and comprehensive language models for Arabic 

(Habash, 2010). 

 

2. Challenges for Developing Modern Arabic 

Computational Models 
Developing language models for Arabic presents a number of 

challenges due to the complexity and diversity of the language. Some 

of the main challenges include: 

1. Morphological complexity: As mentioned earlier, Arabic has a 

complex morphology with words having multiple forms. This poses a 
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challenge for developing accurate language models that can handle the 

various forms of words. 

2. Dialectal variation: Arabic is spoken in many different dialects 

across the Middle East and North Africa (MENA region), each with its 

own unique vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation. This makes it 

challenging to develop language models that can accurately capture the 

nuances of each dialect. 

3. Limited resources: Compared to other languages, Arabic has 

limited digital resources such as annotated corpora, lexicons, and 

speech databases. This makes it difficult to train and evaluate language 

models effectively. 

4. Orthographic variation: Arabic script is written from right to 

left, and letters can take on different shapes depending on their position 

in a word. This can make it challenging to develop language models 

that can accurately identify and parse individual words. 

5. Ambiguity: Arabic words can have multiple meanings 

depending on their context, which makes it challenging to develop 

language models that can accurately disambiguate words. 

6. Script conversion: Arabic is often transliterated into other 

scripts for use in digital applications. This can introduce errors and 

inconsistencies that make it challenging to develop accurate language 

models. 

 

3. Computational Attempts for Modelling Modern 

Arabic 
These challenges require innovative solutions and ongoing 

research to improve the accuracy and effectiveness of language models 

for Arabic. There are a variety of computational Arabic applications 

that have been developed in recent years (e.g. Belinkov et al., 2013) . 

The following are some examples: 

1. Machine translation: Machine translation technology can be 

used to translate text from Arabic to other languages and vice versa. 

Machine translation can be particularly helpful for communication 

between speakers of different languages, such as in international 

business or diplomacy. There are several Arabic machine translation 

systems available today, including Google Translate, Microsoft 

Translator, and Systran. 
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2. Speech recognition: Speech recognition technology can be used 

to transcribe spoken Arabic into written text, making it easier to store, 

search, and share. This technology can be particularly helpful for 

individuals with disabilities who may have difficulty typing or writing. 

It is used in applications such as virtual assistants and automated 

customer service systems. 

4. Text-to-speech: Text-to-speech technology can be used to 

convert written Arabic text into spoken language, making it easier for 

individuals with visual impairments to access written information. This 

technology is used in applications such as automated call centers, 

audiobooks, and language learning software. 

4. Language learning software: Language learning software can 

be used to teach Arabic language learners the basics of the language, 

including grammar, vocabulary, and pronunciation. This technology 

can be particularly helpful for individuals who are unable to attend 

traditional language classes. 

5. Sentiment Analysis: Sentiment analysis is the process of 

identifying the sentiment or emotion conveyed by a piece of text. This 

technique is used in Arabic social media analysis, customer feedback 

analysis, and market research. 

6. Named Entity Recognition: Named entity recognition is the 

process of identifying and classifying named entities such as people, 

organizations, and locations in a piece of text. This technique is used in 

Arabic information extraction, news analysis, and search engines. 

 

 

4. Arabic Optical Character Recognition (OCR)  
Arabic OCR technology is used to recognize printed or 

handwritten Arabic text and convert it into digital text. This technology 

is used in applications such as document digitization, text recognition, 

and content analysis. OCR technology can be particularly useful for 

preserving historical documents and manuscripts, which may be written 

in Arabic script. OCR technology can be used to preserve Arabic 

manuscripts by digitizing them and making them easier to store, search, 

and share. Here are some ways in which OCR technology can be used 

to preserve Arabic manuscripts (Alghyaline, 2023). Several privileges 

can be attributed to : 
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1. Digitization:  

OCR technology can be used to digitize printed Arabic 

manuscripts, converting them into digital format. This makes it easier 

to store them in digital archives and libraries, where they can be 

accessed by researchers and scholars from around the world. 

2. Searchability:  

Once Arabic manuscripts have been digitized using OCR 

technology, they can be made searchable using text recognition 

algorithms. This makes it easier to find specific words, phrases, or 

topics within the manuscripts, saving researchers time and effort. 

3. Preservation:  

Digitizing Arabic manuscripts using OCR technology can help to 

preserve them by reducing the need for physical handling and exposure 

to environmental factors. Digital copies of Arabic manuscripts can be 

stored in secure, climate-controlled archives, helping to prevent 

damage and decay over time. 

4. Accessibility:  

Digitized Arabic manuscripts can be made accessible to a wider 

audience, including individuals with visual impairments who may not 

be able to read printed manuscripts. By converting printed manuscripts 

into digital format, OCR technology can facilitate access to these 

important cultural artifacts for people who might not otherwise be able 

to experience them. 

Moreover, OCR technology has the potential to revolutionize the 

preservation and accessibility of Arabic manuscripts by converting 

them into digital format. By digitizing Arabic manuscripts using OCR 

technology, we can ensure that these important cultural artifacts are 

preserved for future generations and made accessible to a wider 

audience of researchers and scholars around the world. Digitizing 

Arabic manuscripts using OCR technology can be challenging due to 

the complexity and variability of the Arabic script. However, some 

challenges can arise when using OCR technology to digitize Arabic 

manuscripts: 

1. Arabic script variations: The Arabic script includes many 

variations of letters and diacritical marks that can be difficult for OCR 

technology to recognize and distinguish from one another. This can 

lead to errors in the OCR output, particularly in cases where the script 

is handwritten or contains unusual or archaic forms. 
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2. Historical context: Arabic manuscripts can be written in a 

variety of historical scripts and styles that may not be familiar to 

modern OCR technology. This can make it difficult for OCR software 

to accurately recognize and transcribe these manuscripts. 

3. Quality of the source material: The quality of the source 

material for Arabic manuscripts can vary widely, with some 

manuscripts being damaged, faded, or poorly preserved. This can make 

it difficult for OCR technology to accurately recognize and transcribe 

the text. 

4. Lack of standardization: There is no standardized orthography 

for Arabic manuscripts, which can make it difficult for OCR 

technology to accurately recognize and transcribe the text. This is 

particularly true for older manuscripts, which may use spellings and 

diacritical marks that are no longer used in modern Arabic. 

5. Language-specific challenges: Arabic OCR technology faces 

some specific challenges such as the presence of non-standard 

diacritics, the absence of vowel letters in some texts, and the need for 

special fonts. 

 

5. Digitization Projects for Arabic Manuscripts 
Several successful digitization projects for Arabic manuscripts 

have been attempted in recent years. Some examples of which are: 

1. The Digital Library of the Middle East: The Digital Library 

of the Middle East (https://dlmenetwork.org/library ) is a collaborative 

project among several institutions in the Middle East, Europe, and the 

United States. The project aims to digitize and make available online a 

wide range of manuscripts, maps, and other cultural artifacts from the 

Middle East. 

2. The Qatar Digital Library: The Qatar Digital Library is a 

project of the Qatar National Library, which aims to digitize and make 

available online a wide range of manuscripts, maps, and other cultural 

artifacts from the Middle East and beyond. The project includes a large 

collection of Arabic manuscripts, many of which have been digitized 

using OCR technology. 

3. The Digital Scriptorium: The Digital Scriptorium is a project 

of several institutions in the United States, which aims to digitize and 

make available online a wide range of manuscripts from around the 

https://dlmenetwork.org/library
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world. The project includes a large collection of Arabic manuscripts, 

many of which have been digitized using OCR technology. 

4. The British Library Qatar Foundation Partnership: The 

British Library Qatar Foundation Partnership 

(https://www.bl.uk/projects/british-library-qatar-foundation-partnership 

) is a joint project between the British Library and the Qatar 

Foundation, which aims to digitize and make available online a wide 

range of Arabic manuscripts from the British Library's collections. The 

project includes manuscripts from a variety of historical periods and 

genres, including Islamic law, science, and literature.  

These successful digitization projects demonstrate the potential of 

OCR technology to preserve and make accessible important cultural 

artifacts from the Arabic-speaking world. By digitizing Arabic 

manuscripts using OCR technology, we can ensure that these important 

cultural artifacts are preserved for future generations and made 

accessible to a wider audience of researchers and scholars around the 

world. 

6. Language policy and planning for computing Modern 

Arabic 
An important aspect is developing strategies and guidelines for the 

effective use of Arabic in digital applications and technologies. This 

includes addressing issues related to standardization, terminology, and 

linguistic diversity. Some key considerations for language policy and 

planning in computing Modern Arabic include: 

1. Standardization:  

Standardization is important for ensuring consistency and 

interoperability in digital applications and technologies. Language 

policy and planning should focus on promoting the use of standardized 

Arabic, including standard Arabic script and vocabulary. 

2. Terminology development:  

The development of a standardized terminology is critical for 

maintaining consistency and accuracy in the use of Arabic in digital 

applications. This involves developing a comprehensive set of terms 

and definitions in Arabic for use in computing and related fields. 

3. Localization:  

Localization involves adapting digital applications and 

technologies to the linguistic and cultural norms of Arabic-speaking 

communities. This includes translating user interfaces, documentation, 

https://www.bl.uk/projects/british-library-qatar-foundation-partnership
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and marketing materials into Arabic and ensuring that they are 

culturally appropriate. 

4. Linguistic diversity:  

Arabic is spoken in many different dialects across the Middle East 

and North Africa. Language policy and planning should take into 

account the diversity of Arabic and ensure that digital applications and 

technologies are accessible to speakers of different dialects. 

5. Education and training:  

Education and training are critical for promoting the use of Arabic 

in computing and related fields. Language policy and planning should 

support the development of Arabic language and computing curricula 

in schools and universities, as well as training programs for 

professionals in the field. 

Partially, effective language policy and planning for computing Modern 

Arabic involves collaboration among linguists, language professionals, 

and technology experts to promote the use of Arabic in digital 

applications and technologies. 

 

7. Recent Attempts to Standardise Modern Arabic 
Standardized Arabic script and vocabulary are developed and 

promoted by various language organizations and institutions, such as 

the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and the Arab 

League Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization (ALECSO) 

(Elkhafaifi,  2021). Here are some examples of standardized Arabic 

script and vocabulary: 

1. Standard Arabic script: The standard Arabic script follows the 

rules of the Arabic alphabet and is used for writing formal Arabic. It is 

also used for transcribing Arabic words in digital applications and 

technologies. The standard Arabic script is widely recognized and used 

in Arabic-speaking countries. 

2. Modern Standard Arabic (MSA): Modern Standard Arabic is 

a standardized version of Arabic that is used in formal contexts, such as 

in writing, media, and education. It is based on the classical Arabic 

language and is used across the Arabic-speaking world. 

3. Arabic Technical Terminology: The Arabic Technical 

Terminology is a standardized vocabulary that includes technical terms 

and definitions used in various fields, such as information technology, 

engineering, and medicine. It is developed and maintained by ALECSO 
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and is used to ensure consistency and accuracy in the use of Arabic 

technical terms. 

4. ISO 639-3 language codes: The ISO 639-3 language codes are 

a standardized set of codes used to identify languages and dialects. 

They include codes for various Arabic dialects, such as Egyptian 

Arabic (arz), Levantine Arabic (apc), and Gulf Arabic (afb). 

5. Arabic Keyboard Layout: The Arabic keyboard layout is a 

standardized keyboard layout used for typing Arabic characters on a 

computer. It includes the standard Arabic alphabet and is used in most 

Arabic-speaking countries. 

These examples demonstrate the importance of standardization in 

promoting the use of Arabic in computing and related fields. 

Standardized Arabic script and vocabulary help to ensure consistency 

and accuracy in the use of Arabic in digital applications and 

technologies, and promote the accessibility of these tools to Arabic 

speakers. 

 

8. Arabic Language Common Framework (ALCF) 
It is worth mentioning that the Arabic Language Common 

Framework (ALCF) is a set of guidelines developed by the Arab 

League Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization (ALECSO) 

to standardize Arabic language teaching and learning across the Arab 

world. The ALCF is based on the Common European Framework of 

Reference for Languages (CEFR), which provides a framework for 

language proficiency levels and learning objectives. The ALCF is 

intended to promote the teaching of Arabic as a foreign language and to 

facilitate communication and cooperation among Arabic language 

educators across the Arab world. The framework outlines six 

proficiency levels, ranging from A1 (beginner) to C2 (advanced), and 

provides descriptors for each level that describe the skills and 

competencies that learners should be able to demonstrate. The ALCF 

also includes guidelines for teaching Arabic grammar, vocabulary, and 

pronunciation, as well as recommendations for assessment and 

evaluation. The framework emphasizes the importance of 

communicative competence, cultural awareness, and language learning 

strategies in Arabic language learning. 

The ALCF provides a standardized approach to Arabic language 

teaching and learning that can help to promote consistency and quality 
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in Arabic language education across the Arab world. By providing clear 

learning objectives and assessment criteria, the framework can also 

help to facilitate the recognition of Arabic language proficiency across 

different contexts and institutions.  

 

9. Arabic Languoid, Doculect and Glossonym 
In linguistics, a "languoid" is a term used to describe a language or 

dialect that is part of a larger language family. Arabic is a languoid 

within the larger Afro-Asiatic language family, which includes other 

languages such as Hebrew, Amharic, and Berber. A "doculect" refers to 

a specific variety or dialect of a language that is documented through 

linguistic research or written records. For example, Egyptian Arabic, 

Moroccan Arabic, and Gulf Arabic are all doculects of Arabic, each 

with their own unique features and characteristics. A "glossonym" is a 

term used to describe a specific word or term within a language that is 

used to provide a gloss or translation of a word in another language 

(Good, 2013). For example, the Arabic glossonym for the English word 

"computer" is " الحاسوب" (al-ḥāsūb). These terms are important concepts 

in linguistics and are used to describe and analyze the diversity and 

complexity of languages, including Arabic. By understanding these 

concepts, linguists and language professionals can better understand the 

linguistic features and characteristics of specific varieties of Arabic, 

and develop more effective language policy and planning initiatives. 

Glossonyms can be helpful in language translation by providing a 

standardized term or word that is used to provide a gloss or translation 

of a word in another language. These terms are often used in 

dictionaries, glossaries, and machine translation systems to provide 

accurate translations of words and phrases. The following are some 

ways that glossonyms can help in language translation: 

1. Standardization: Glossonyms provide a standardized term for a 

specific word or concept, ensuring consistency and accuracy in 

translation. This helps to avoid confusion and ambiguity in the 

translation process. 

2. Efficiency: Glossonyms can help to speed up the translation 

process by providing a ready-made translation for commonly used 

words and phrases. This can be especially helpful in technical or 

specialized fields, where specific terminology is used. 



 (2023َّ)ََّّيوليو3َّعدد3َََّّّمجلدََََََّّّّّّ(والآداباتَّغوي َّ)الل ََََََّّّّّّةالإنساني ََّّراسات َّللد  َََّّّر َّص َّةَّجامعةَّم َّمجل َّ

 
 

 

(I-ARABIC: COMPUTATIONAL……)         PROF. NAGWA YOUNIS                     
 

 313 

3. Accuracy: Glossonyms are often developed and maintained by 

language experts, ensuring that they are accurate and up-to-date. This 

can help to ensure that translations are as accurate as possible. 

4. Consistency: Glossonyms can help to ensure consistency in 

translation across different texts and contexts. This is important in 

fields such as legal or medical translation, where accuracy and 

consistency are critical. 

Hence, glossonyms can be an important tool in language translation, 

helping to improve accuracy, consistency, and efficiency in the 

translation process. By providing standardized translations for specific 

words and phrases, glossonyms can help to bridge linguistic and 

cultural barriers, facilitating communication and understanding 

between different languages and cultures. 

 

10. Arabizi and Modern Arabic 
Arabizi is a term used to describe the use of the Latin script to 

write Arabic words, phrases or sentences. It is often used in informal 

online communication, such as social media, text messaging, and chat 

rooms, particularly among young Arabs. Arabizi is used as a way to 

write Arabic words using the Latin script, which is easier to type on a 

standard keyboard and to read for those who are not familiar with the 

Arabic script. However, Arabizi is considered by some to be a form of 

code-switching, as it combines elements of both Arabic and English, 

and it can be difficult for some people to understand if they are not 

familiar with the conventions of Arabizi. Moreover, the use of Arabizi 

can sometimes lead to ambiguity and misunderstandings, as certain 

Arabic sounds and letters do not have an exact equivalent in the Latin 

script. 

There have been some informal efforts to standardize Arabizi 

spelling and grammar, particularly in the context of social media and 

online communication. However, these efforts have not been widely 

adopted or recognized by official language institutions. Some 

organizations and individuals have proposed guidelines for Arabizi 

spelling and grammar, such as the use of certain letters and symbols to 

represent Arabic sounds and diacritical marks, and the avoidance of 

English loanwords and expressions. 

However, it is important to note that these standardization efforts 

are still in the early stages and are not yet widely accepted or adopted. 
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Moreover, there is ongoing debate among linguists and language 

experts about the usefulness and appropriateness of standardizing 

Arabizi, given its informal and non-standard nature. There are several 

challenges in standardizing Arabizi, including: 

1. Lack of consensus: There is currently no consensus among 

experts on how to standardize Arabizi spelling and grammar. There are 

many different proposals and guidelines, each with their own strengths 

and weaknesses. 

2. Variability: Arabizi is a highly variable and dynamic system, 

with many different variations and conventions used by different 

speakers and in different contexts. This makes it difficult to establish a 

single standard that can be widely adopted. 

3. Mixing of languages: Arabizi often involves mixing Arabic and 

English words and phrases, which can make it difficult to establish 

consistent spelling and grammar rules. 

4. Lack of official recognition: Arabizi is not recognized as an 

official language or writing system by any language institutions, which 

makes it difficult to establish a widely accepted standard. 

5. Limited use: While Arabizi is used widely in informal online 

communication, its use in formal contexts such as education and media 

is limited. This reduces the incentive for standardization efforts and 

makes it difficult to establish a widely accepted standard. 

6. Technical challenges: There are also technical challenges 

involved in standardizing Arabizi, such as developing software tools 

and platforms that can support a standardized system, and ensuring 

compatibility with existing Arabic language technologies and 

resources. 

 

11. An Academic Attempt: Buckwalter Arabic 

Morphological Analyzer  
It is a tool used for the analysis of Arabic text. Named after its 

creator, Tim Buckwalter, it is widely used in natural language 

processing applications such as machine translation, information 

retrieval, and text-to-speech systems. The Buckwalter system uses a 

transliteration scheme that maps Arabic characters to ASCII characters, 

allowing for easy input and processing of Arabic text in computer 

systems. The scheme assigns a unique ASCII character to each Arabic 

letter, and also includes symbols for diacritical marks and other non-



 (2023َّ)ََّّيوليو3َّعدد3َََّّّمجلدََََََّّّّّّ(والآداباتَّغوي َّ)الل ََََََّّّّّّةالإنساني ََّّراسات َّللد  َََّّّر َّص َّةَّجامعةَّم َّمجل َّ

 
 

 

(I-ARABIC: COMPUTATIONAL……)         PROF. NAGWA YOUNIS                     
 

 315 

letter characters used in Arabic script. Moreover, it uses this 

transliteration scheme to analyze Arabic text and identify the root form 

and morphological features of each word. This information can be used 

for a variety of natural language processing tasks, such as part-of-

speech tagging, named entity recognition, and text classification. The 

Buckwalter Arabic Morphological Analyzer is a powerful tool for 

natural language processing of Arabic text, and it can be used for a 

variety of tasks such as: 

1. Lemmatization: The analyzer can be used to generate the root 

form of an Arabic word, which is useful for tasks such as 

lemmatization (reducing a word to its base form) and stemming 

(reducing a word to a common stem). 

2. Part-of-speech tagging: The analyzer can also be used to 

identify the part of speech of each word in a sentence, such as noun, 

verb, adjective, and so on. This information is useful for many natural 

language processing tasks, such as information retrieval, sentiment 

analysis, and machine translation. 

3. Named entity recognition: The analyzer can help to identify 

named entities in Arabic text, such as names of people, places, and 

organizations. This is important for tasks such as information extraction 

and text classification. 

4. Machine translation: The analyzer can be used as a pre-

processing step for machine translation systems that translate Arabic 

text into other languages. 

5. Information retrieval: The analyzer can be used to improve the 

accuracy of information retrieval systems that search for relevant 

documents or passages in Arabic text. 

6. Text normalization: The analyzer can help to normalize Arabic 

text by converting different forms of the same word to a common base 

form. This is useful for tasks such as text-to-speech synthesis and 

information retrieval. 

The Buckwalter Arabic Morphological Analyzer is one of the most 

widely used tools for natural language processing of Arabic text, and it 

has several advantages over other Arabic NLP tools: 

1. Accuracy: The Buckwalter analyzer is known for its high 

accuracy in identifying the root form and morphological features of 

Arabic words. This is due to its comprehensive rules and algorithms for 

Arabic morphology. 
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2. Speed: The Buckwalter analyzer is relatively fast and efficient, 

compared to other Arabic NLP tools that may be slower or require 

more resources. 

3. Availability: The Buckwalter analyzer is freely available and 

can be easily integrated into different software applications and 

platforms. 

4. Transliteration scheme: The Buckwalter analyzer uses a 

simple and easy-to-use transliteration scheme that maps Arabic 

characters to ASCII characters, making it easy to input and process 

Arabic text in computer systems. 

However, there are some limitations to the Buckwalter analyzer. 

For example: 

1. Limited language coverage: The Buckwalter analyzer is 

designed specifically for Modern Standard Arabic and may not work as 

well for other dialects or styles of Arabic. 

2. Morphological complexity: While the Buckwalter analyzer is 

accurate in identifying the root form and morphological features of 

Arabic words, it may not capture all of the nuances and complexities of 

Arabic morphology. 

3. Lack of semantic information: The Buckwalter analyzer 

focuses primarily on morphology and may not provide much 

information about the meaning or semantics of Arabic text. 

In a way, the Buckwalter Arabic Morphological Analyzer is a 

powerful tool for natural language processing of Arabic text, 

particularly for tasks such as lemmatization, part-of-speech tagging, 

and named entity recognition. Its accuracy, speed, and ease of use make 

it a popular choice among researchers and developers working with 

Arabic text. The Buckwalter Arabic Morphological Analyzer can be 

integrated into different software applications and platforms in several 

ways: 

1. Command line interface: The analyzer can be run from the 

command line, using a simple interface that takes Arabic text as input 

and produces morphological analysis as output. This makes it easy to 

incorporate the analyzer into custom scripts and applications. 

2. API: The analyzer is also available as an API (Application 

Programming Interface), which allows developers to integrate it into 

web applications and other software platforms. The API provides a 
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simple interface for sending Arabic text to the analyzer and receiving 

the output as structured data. 

3. Plugins: The Buckwalter analyzer is available as a plugin for 

several popular NLP tools, such as NLTK, GATE, and UIMA. This 

makes it easy to use the analyzer within these tools and to take 

advantage of their other features and functionalities. 

4. Libraries: The Buckwalter analyzer is also available as a 

library for several programming languages, such as Python, Java, and 

C++. This allows developers to integrate the analyzer into their own 

software applications and to take advantage of the features and 

functionalities provided by the library. 

Thus, the Buckwalter Arabic Morphological Analyzer is a versatile 

tool that can be integrated into a wide range of software applications 

and platforms, making it a popular choice among researchers and 

developers working with Arabic text. The Buckwalter Arabic 

Morphological Analyzer can be used with several popular Natural 

Language Processing (NLP) tools, including: 

1. NLTK (Natural Language Toolkit): NLTK is a widely used 

platform for building Python programs to work with human language 

data. The Buckwalter analyzer can be used as a plugin for NLTK, 

allowing users to take advantage of its features and functionalities. 

2. GATE (General Architecture for Text Engineering): GATE is 

an open-source software platform for language processing tasks, such 

as information extraction, text mining, and sentiment analysis. The 

Buckwalter analyzer can be used as a plugin for GATE, allowing users 

to analyze Arabic text within the GATE environment. 

3. UIMA (Unstructured Information Management Architecture): 

UIMA is a software architecture for building NLP systems, developed 

by IBM. The Buckwalter analyzer can be used as a component within 

UIMA, allowing users to analyze Arabic text within the UIMA 

framework (Verspoor & Baumgartner, 2013). 

4. Stanford NLP: The Stanford NLP toolkit is a suite of open-

source software tools for natural language processing, developed by 

Stanford University. The Buckwalter analyzer can be integrated with 

the Stanford NLP toolkit, allowing users to analyze Arabic text within 

the Stanford environment. 

5. Apache OpenNLP: Apache OpenNLP is an open-source toolkit 

for natural language processing, developed by the Apache Software 
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Foundation. The Buckwalter analyzer can be used as a plugin for 

OpenNLP, allowing users to analyze Arabic text within the OpenNLP 

framework. 

These are just a few examples of the many NLP tools that the 

Buckwalter Arabic Morphological Analyzer can be used with. The 

flexibility and versatility of the analyzer make it a popular choice 

among researchers and developers working with Arabic text. 

 

11. I-Arabic: A Suggested Platform 
I-Arabic is a language learning platform that focuses on 

computationally preserving Modern Arabic language and cultural 

heritage. The platform offers a range of courses and resources for 

learners at different levels of proficiency, as well as researchers in 

different fields. Some features of I-Arabic include: 

1. Interactive lessons: I-Arabic offers interactive lessons that 

include videos, audio recordings, and exercises to help learners practice 

their Arabic language skills. 

2. Personalized learning: I-Arabic uses adaptive learning 

technology to personalize the learning experience for each student, 

tailoring the content and pacing of the lessons to their individual needs 

and abilities. 

3. Cultural immersion: I-Arabic emphasizes the importance of 

cultural immersion in language learning, and includes resources on 

Arabic culture, history, and traditions. 

4. Gamification: I-Arabic uses gamification to make language 

learning fun and engaging, incorporating elements such as badges, 

leaderboards, and rewards to motivate learners to practice regularly. 

5. Live tutoring: I-Arabic offers live tutoring sessions with 

experienced Arabic language instructors, providing learners with 

personalized feedback and support as they progress through the course. 

Moreover, I-Arabic is a comprehensive and engaging language 

learning platform that can be a great option for non-native speakers 

looking to learn Arabic. Its range of courses, personalized learning 

features, and emphasis on cultural immersion make it a valuable 

resource for learners at all levels of proficiency. 
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12. Concluding Remarks 
In conclusion, computational attempts to modern Arabic not only 

have made significant strides in recent years, but also have faced 

significant challenges. The unique features of the Arabic language, 

including its non-linear script and complex morphology, have posed 

substantial challenges for natural language processing and machine 

learning applications. However, significant progress has been made in 

areas such as machine translation, speech recognition, and natural 

language generation. 

Despite these advances, computational approaches to Arabic 

language processing remain limited in their scope and effectiveness. 

The development of accurate and comprehensive language models for 

Arabic requires substantial resources and expertise, and the lack of 

standardized data sets and evaluation methods poses significant 

challenges for researchers in the field. Additionally, the diglossic nature 

of Arabic, with its distinct dialects and regional variations, further 

complicates computational approaches to the language. 

Nonetheless, the benefits of computational approaches to Arabic 

language processing are significant. These approaches have the 

potential to improve access to Arabic language content, facilitate cross-

cultural communication, and support language learning and education. 

By continuing to invest in research and development in this area, it may 

be possible to overcome the challenges posed by the diglossic nature of 

Arabic and develop effective computational tools and resources for the 

language. As the field continues to evolve, it is important to remain 

aware of the challenges and limitations of computational approaches, 

while also recognizing the potential benefits of these approaches for the 

Arabic-speaking world and beyond. 
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