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The Official Documents between Land Grantees (mugza 's) and Peasants

in Egypt during the Mamluk Period
(648-923 AH / 1250-1517 AD)
Abstract:

This study throws light on the relationship between the land grantees
(mugta 's) and the peasants in Egypt during the period of the Mamluk sultans
(648-923 AH / 1250-1517 AD), through the original documents dating back to
that period, which were formed from decrees (al-marasim), reports (muzala ‘at),
petitions and acknowledgements (igrarat), which are very important documents
that have no doubt about its right. The preface of the study is about the feudal
system, the relationship of the sultans with the mugsa ‘s dispossessed, how their
land grants (igza 's) were distributed, and the rights granted to them, through what
was stated in the historical texts that involved administrative aspects.

The study includes four main parts: the first is handles the process of
peasants receiving seeds from the muqgra‘s, by writing acknowledgements
(igrarat)in which the types and number of crops were written, in addition to their
pledge to return what they took from their land grantees of agricultural seeds,
which is the same thing that the land grantees did when they left them. The
second deals with surveying the agricultural land and extracting the land tax
(kharaj) from the peasants, and the method of payment was not collected once in
most cases but was in specific installments payable. The topic matter, which is
the third part is devoted to the duties that the peasants performed for the iqza s
holders, such as contributing to public works, supplying hospitality dues (diyafa),
and sending arrivals (qudim) to the new mugza s, and it reflects the predatory
relationship on the part of the muqza s towards the peasants. The last part tackles
the incidents of escape, theft, border disputes, and murders, that occurred in the
Egyptian districts and villages during the Mamluk era. Moreover, the conclusion
of the study reviews the most significant findings.

Keywords. The Official Documents - al-Marasim —Mutala ‘at — Petitions —
Igrarat —Mugta s —Peasants — Mamluk period.
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Werner Diem: Arabische Briefe auf Papyrus und Papier aus der Heidelberger

Papyrus Sammlung: Otto Harrassowitz, Wiesbaden,1991, p.33.No.4.
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Werner Diem: Arabische amtliche Briefe des 10. bis 16. Jahrhunderts aus der
Osterreichischen Nationalbibliothek in Wien, Documenta Arabica antiqua, 3,
Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 1996 ,p.10,No.1.
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= Claude Cahen, Denise Rémondon:

- «Un fait divers au temps des Mamluksy,in: Arabica, 25,2, (1978).

»Daisy Livingston:

- «The Paperwork of a Mamluk Muqta‘, Documentary Life Cycles, Archival Spaces, and
the Importance of Documents Lying Aroundy, Al-‘Usir al-Wusta, Vol. 28 No. 1
,2020.

»Werner Diem:

- Arabische Briefe auf Papyrus und Papier aus der Heidelberger Papyrus-Sammlung: Otto
Harrassowitz, Wiesbaden,1991.

- Arabische Geschiftsbriefe des 10. bis 14. Jahrhunderts aus der Osterreichischen
Nationalbibliothek in Wien, Documenta Arabica antiqua 1, Harrassowitz Verlag.
Wiesbaden, 1995 .

- Arabische amtliche Briefe des 10. bis 16. Jahrhunderts aus der Osterreichischen
Nationalbibliothek in Wien, Documenta Arabica antiqua 3, Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz,
1996.

- Arabische Briefe auf Papier aus der Heidelberger Papyrus-Sammlung, Universitit
Heidelberg, Winter , 2013.

- «Ein Begleitbrief von 904 H zu Erlassen aus dem mamliikischen Agypteny in: Arabic and
Semitic linguistics contextualized : a festschrift f,or Jan Retso, Edited by Lutz Edzard,
Harrassowitz Verlag. Wiesbaden,2015.
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