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Historical and Autobiographical in the novel

Omani in Mussolini’s Army by Majid Shaikhan
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Assistant Professor of Comparative Literature and Literary Criticism,
Arabic Department, Faculty of Arts, Damietta University, Egypt
Arabic Department, Faculty of Arts, Sultan Qaboos University, Oman

JAbstract

The novel intersects with human history through many forms, as the
history is an essential reference in forming literary works and enriching
its significant. In the context of research and investigation, it seems so
difficult to count fictional works based on the theoretical concept of the
Historical Novel, respecting its classical concept. Moreover, the same
problem concerns works closes to historical imaginary. Sometimes the
historical overlaps with the autobiographical, so they cannot be
separated in the context of literary genres. In the meantime, the novel is
based, in its essence, on the “refiguration” this history (the concept of
Paul Ricceur), so that we look at “time” when it is refigured through the
mechanisms of narration. Therefore, the judgment does not interest in
the credibility of the historical source, but in the vision presented by the
narration and its components,In this same context, the Omani writer
Majid Shaikhan (born 1992) presents his novel (Omani in Mussolini's
army, 2020) to draw attention to its historical form and its exciting title,
while -in fact- the historical intersects with the autobiographical. This
type of overlap was referred to by (George Lukacs) in his book "The
Historical Novel". Hence, the historical and temporal references
intersected in some spaces (Oman, Somalia) and the usurpation of land
and honor by the occupiers in Black Africa, with the autobiography of
the hero of the novel (Khalaf). That called us to develop searching for
interpretations of these historical-autobiographical relations, and the
way through which the fiction refigures it. Therefore, the research
extended to some theoretical references in the historical novel, Paul
Ricceur and his approach concerning (time and narrative), and research
in autobiography.

Key words: historical novel, historical imaginary, Majid Shaikhan, Paul
Ricceur, Literary Criticism
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