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The methodological and theoretical construction of
medical journalism studies: a study of recent research
interests and trends

Abstract:

This study aimed to monitor and analyze recent research trends in medical journalism

research and provide a critical and future vision for this researchs in order to develop it. It

is a Meta —analysis study that uses the survey method to analysis the content of Arab and

foreign medical journalism Studies that published from 2010 to 2021.

Found that: The results provided a description and analysis of the current status of

Arab and foreign medical journalism studies. In terms of: (1) The research interests

and its samples (2) The methods and tools used (3) Employed theories (4) The

results and the extent of its richness and interpretation. Also, The comparison
between Arab and foreign studies clarified the limits of convergence and contrast in
the methodological construction of research and the richness of the results.

Based on these results, it was possible to present a future vision and

recommendations to develop medical journalism studies trends; such as encourage

researchers to:

- Studying the medical journalism in revealing periods to find out its real problems
and the extent of the actual interest in it.

- Studying different topics, employing different tools, and entering directly into the
main results related to the research topic to avoid similarities in the results.

- Focusing on research problems that reflect the reality of the local community to
maximize benefit and the ability to in-depth interpretation instead of clarifying
the apparent causation.

- Expanding research interests beyond the study of audience and content; It should
includes studying the problems and factors affecting: Editorial decision making,
journalists, sources, modern journalistic arts, published medical advertisements...
and other topics. Attention should also be paid to the interdisciplinary studies that
link the medical journalism with other Specialties such as psychology and
sociology, or the impact of the health coverge on the economic, tourism and
political sectors of society...etc.

- Diversification of methods and tools and relying on modern ones, and Diversifying
the theories used, whether traditional, modern or interdisciplinary, to ensure
Interpret results from multiple perspectives and focus on new aspects and
different dimensions.

- Conducting group studies, selecting Samples representing different categories, and
conducting comparative research.

Key words: Specialized journalism, medical journalism, journalism studies, recent

trends of research.
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