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Abstract

The research was divided into four axes as follows: The first axis:
the relationship of the United States of America with the Gulf.
The second axis: Gulf countries and American weapons, and the
second axis includes: (First: Saudi Arabia - Second: Iran - Third:
Kuwait - Fourth: UAE - Fifth: Qatar - Sixth: Sultanate of Oman -
Seventh: Bahrain) Third. Axis: the US Congress and the policy of
selling weapons. The third axis: (First: the general provisions of
arms deals, second: the general principles of arms deals with the
Gulf states, the fourth axis: the international commission and the
investigation into the increase in arms deals to the Gulf in Y4ve
AD. The fourth axis: first: the committee’s investigations, second:
the framework of the sale policy American Weapons,: Committee

Recommendations.
Keywords: (arms deals - United States — Gulf countries - Saudi

Arabia - Iran - Kuwait - UAE - US Congress - Qatar - Oman —
Bahrain)
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(Y) Map of the Persian Gulf : State and Defense Budgets of Gulf Countries
,United States Arms Sales to the Persian gulf : report of a study mission to
iran, kuwait, and saudi arabia , may YY-Y), Y4VYe congress, ‘st session 4¢
, printed for the use of the committee on international relations u.s.

government printing office washington : Yave P.VIII.
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PERSIAN GULF

U.S. FCREIGN MILITARY SALES ORDERS
Millions of Dollars, Fiscal Years 1970-1975*

$4,400

 s870.
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1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975*
FISCAL YEARS
*Tolsl assumes a siraight line projection of Brsl 9 mos. tales Bgumes.

(Y)Congress documents : Proposed Sale To Kuwait Of Air.To-Air Missiles:
Hearing Before The Subcommittee On International Political and Military
Affairs Of The Committee On International Relations House Of
Representatives Ninety-Fourth Congress First Session, October Y¢, YdVe,
Printed for The Use Of The Committee On International Relations u.s.
Government Printing Office Washington. Yivip.ye,
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(¥) Us Congress Documents : The Persian gulf, Yav¢ | Money, politics,
arms, and power , hearings before the subcommittee on the near east and
south asia of the committee on foreign affairs , house of representatives
ninety-third congress , second session, jun Y+, august ¢, Y, and 'Y, Y4V¢ |

u.s. government printing office ,washington : Ve p.Vi.
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4  PERSIAN GULF AREA

[In U5, dollars]
i Exports, under license, of
Exports of significant defense articles on the U.5. IJ 5. mundtions list E
munithons Nst (fiscal yaar) artrcles (Feak pear) 1;15“'
Country - 1988 (2d half) 'm 1970 1971 1672 1973 S
hhuh.mmmhi------.___ _________________________ asimioiasosonaies !.#43 2, 146 68275
Iram: :
[t L 10,875,000 & 474,000 33, 188 000 36, 574 625 18, 466, 095 ﬁlﬁﬂ
25,745,000 &4, 248 800 B6, 046, D0G llllﬁﬁ‘m 870, 141 32,729,897 a1,
MAP. .. ..... voe BRIZ,000 28, 097,000 VB30, 000 20 MEO00 ... .. . . . .. . ......
Tobal. oo 31 361,008 24, _m.m 78, 3193, oo 13& E_H l.'l'ln 5]' 844, TEE 57, 1!5 992 685, 338 26T
Irag: Commareisl. _._........... I - P 1, 186, 408
Kusmait: L= 111 &, 496 3l %2
Oman: ! Commarelal . e eiiaa 174, 756 64, 385 560, 571
Qi et e e e e e e e e e e e 54 5, 180 58 MG
Saudi Arsbia: =
. Commercial. ..... 6,295,000 16, 389,000 ............ 3. 536000 & 409873 5 649,560 19 470 63
FMS .. . ... L2 581,000 1454000 1 670,000 4 318 000 50,023 10, 804, 083 191, 453
Totsl._____.__. 1B B76,000 17 843,000 1,670,000 7,854 D00 6 659 896 16,253, 6431 58 651, 516
United Arab Emirates:
COMMBIEIA . e ese e s mmme s in e s s e e e 451,754 67,366 | 561 86

Parsian Gult
aiea tolal___ 53,237,000 102,061,000 ‘80,029,000 144,553,000 45,133,680 68,595 208 748, 047, 61E

i Denotes countiies without FMS or MAP,

(¢) Exports of significant defense articles on the U.S. munitions list for the
Arabian Gulf : Us Congress Documents : The Persian gulf, Y4V£, op.cit .
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ARMS SALES POLICY

Keeping all these difficulties and opportunities in mind, I believe
the United States should follow several guidelines in taking positive
steps toward formulating an arms sales policy.

irst, the United States must define its own legitimate concerns in
the area of the Persian Gulf and decide whether or not the arms
buildup of Saudi Arabia, Iran, Kuwait, and other future purchasers
of U.S. arms is in the interest of the United States.

U.S. interests in the Persian Gulf involve insuring U.S. access to
oil supplies and trade avenues. The importance of these interests can
only increase in the future as this country becomes increasingly de-

ndent upon foreign sources of oil to meet its energy needs and as

.S. investments in the gulf nations grow.

The United States can protect these interests by maintaining a
military presence in the area such as that of MIDEASTFOR at
Bahrain in the gulf or the projected naval facility at Diego Garcia
in the Indian Ocean. An effective U.S. military presence in the gulf
is difficult and expensive to operate, however. leso, it is questionable
whether or not the Government of Bahrain will continue to permit
MIDEASTFOR to use that island nation’s port facilities beyond the
near future. Diego (Garcia, which will take years to develop, is a
sufficient distance from the gulf to limit its capacity to enable a quick
deployment of U.S. forces in the gulf.

Rather than a direct U.S. presence in the gulf, therefore, the United
States can secure its interests by providing nations friendly to the
United States with the military capability to protect the area from
outside interference and to insure its stability. If stability is the goal
of the United States, however, this country should carefully avoid
a heavy injection of armaments into the gulf.
~ Second, the United States should carefully consider whether or not
its arms sales are contributing to the stability of the gulf area. The
United States should not, through its arms sales, contribute to a re-
gional arms race. Along these lines, the United States should pay

articular attention to the nascent race it may be fostering between

audi Arabia and Iran and between Iran and Iraq. Instead of en-
couraging an arms racein the area, the United States should encourage
these nations to conciliate their differences and to form regional de-
fense pacts to decrease the likelihood of hostility and outside inter-
ference. It should not increase the polarization of the gulf by infor-
mally alining itself with the position of anv one nation in the area.
- It should also attempt to remain on cordial terms with all gulf
nations including those to whom it does not sell arms and which appear
threatening to U.S. arms recipients. The United States should, as far
as possible, maintain a neutrality in its relations with the nations of
the gulf.

The U.S. government should also carefully analyze the potential for

internal political instability in the gulf nations and to what extent

(®)Arms Sales Policy: State and Defense Budgets of Gulf Countries
,United States Arms Sales to the Persian gulf : report of a study mission to
iran, kuwait, and saudi Arabia : Yive op.cit. pp.¥e, YTV,
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arms sales affect the chances for stability to continue and grow in
these countries. This country should take every precaution not to put
arms into the hands of politically unstable elements or to encourage
the disintegration of a society through an unwise arms sales policy.

Third, the United States should estimate the likelihood of arms
transfers when considering every potential customer. This count
should not rely upon the vague threat of an arms cutoff, a threat whic
has not always worked in the past, to discourage transfers. The best
prevention against transfers is in the initial selection of arms cus-
tomers, This country should also restrict the ability of these nations
to use U.S. weapons for nondefense purposes in third countries. U.S.
permission for such forays should be mandatory. .

Fourth, the United States should set limits on the levels of sophisti-
cation of the arms it is prepared to sell to foreign governments. This
is one of the most difficult. areas to assess. Exactly how and where do
we set limits on sophistication? Certainly, the United States must
continue its ban on selling any and all nuclear weapons to other na-
tions. But I think that the line should be drawn well before nuclear
weapons. The United States should not sell its most sophisticated
offensive missile systems to other governments. Some of these missile
systems such as the Lance or the Pershing are capable of deliverin
tactical nuclear weapons. Although the United States may not furnis
the Lance or Pershing with a nuclear warhead, nations could obtain
these warheads independently of the United States and equip the
missiles themselves. This country, therefore, should not put these
lethal offensive missile systems into the hands of other nations. Not
only would such sales increase the risks of U.S. defense technology
falling into the hands of unfriendly nations, but if this country is
interested in building the security of other nations, it should not give
those nations weapons that are obviously offensive. Other armaments,
such as the B-1 bomber, which are also clearly offensive in nature,
should not find their way into the arsenals of other nations. Limiting
the level of sophistication of the weaponry sold to foreign govern-
ments is a possible focus for arms limitation talks. There are few
nations that are capable of supplying the most sophisticated weap-
onry; in some cases, weapons would only be available from the
United States or the Soviet Union. The United States should take
immediate steps to initiate such arms sales limitation talks with the
Soviet Union, France, Great Britain, and all other major suppliers of
military equipment to the Persian Gulf.

Fifth, this country should carefully weigh the advantages and dis-
advantages of coproduction before entering into any such agreements
with Persian Gulf nations. Coproduction would make U.S. prohibition
of arms transfers to a third nation even more difficult than it is now.
It would also remove one of the major reasons for U.S. arms sales—
the control over the supply of spare parts which this country presently
enjoys when it supplies weapons systems. Coproduction would enable
gulf nations to manufacture their own supply of spare parts.

Sixth, this country should define what its involvement in the train-
ing and equipping of a foreign military force means in terms of a
U.S. commitment to that nation. The presence of a U.S. military
training mission in a country implies an American interest in the
preservation of the current regime and in the strengthening of that
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nation’s position vis-a-vis its neighbors. When the American tram.mﬁ
mission exists as only one of several which Siossibly include Frenc
or British military teams, the United States shares in the responsibil-
ity for the military development of a country. When, however, the
U’I,ﬁbed States attempts to establish a sole source relationship with
a country as it has by contract with Saudi Arabia in the National
Guard training program, this country is making a foreign military
force its own creation. Although there is no formal military alliance
binding the United States to this other country, the American role in
its military development creates ties that could lead to increasingly
deeper involvement.

American firms, competitive and enterprising, with merchandise

nerally considered far superior to that of France or Great Britain,

ares extremely well in the world.military markets. The Persian Gulf

once the domain of British influence has sparked the appetite of
American arms companies who are annually increasing the percen
of the market American firms control. The U.S. Government should
monitor their pro , seeking to avoid monopolization of any one
national market. gole source relationships im Br a dependency-com-
rpitmérﬁfrela.tionship this country should seek to avoid in the Per-
sian .
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